Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



^- 



-5* 



c- 



« 



GIL BLAS 



OF 



SANTILLANE. 



THE 



ADVENTURES 



OF 



GIL BLAS OF SANTILLANE. 

TRANSLATED 

FROM THE FREJ^H OF LE SAGE. 
BY T. SMOLLCT, M. D. 

TO WHICH ABE PRBFIZSD 

MEMOIRS OV^THE AUTHOR 



IN THREE VOLUMES. 



VOL. n. 



STBBKOTTrCU BT •. A5D J. COLLINS, RF.W-TOBS. 



NEW YORK: 

PRINTED AND PUBLISHED BY 

H. DURELL. 



J 824. 




A f^l l« 



CONTENTS 

TO 

VOLUME U. 



BOOK IV. 

Ptfe. 

CHAP. VI. The stratagems practised by 
Aurora, to captivate Don Liewis de Pa- 
checd ------ 9 

Chap. VII. Gil Bias quits his place, and 
goes into the service of Don Gonzales de 
Pacheco ----- 17 

Chap. VIII. The character of the Marchio- 
ness of Cliaves, and of those people who 
usually visited her - - - 28 

Chap. IX. The incident, in consequence of 
which Gil Bias quitted the Marchioness 
de Chaves ; and the course he followed 
afterwards ----- 33 

Chap. X. The story of Don Alphonso and 

the fair Seraphina - - - 3g 

Chap. XI. The old hermit discovers him- 
self, and Gil Bias perceives that he is 
among his acquaintance - - 53 

BOOK V. 

Chap. I. The history of Don Raphael 61 

Chap. II. The council which Don Raphael 
held with his hearers, and the adventure 
which happened to them wlw they de- 
signed to quit the wood - - 131 



6 CONTENTS. 

Page. 

BOOK VI. 

Chap. I. The conduct of Gil Bias and his 
companions, after they quitted the Count 
de Polan. The important project which 
Ambrose formed, and the manner in which 
it was executed - - - - 139 

Chap. II. The resolution which Don Al- 
phonso and Gil Bias formed after this ad- 
venture - - - - - i^\f 

Chap. III. After what disagreeable incident 
Don Alphonso found his wishes fulfilled ; 
and by what adventure Gil Bias, of a sud- 
den, saw himself in a happy situation 153 

BOOK VII. 

Chap. I. The amours of Gil Bias and Dame 

Lorenca Sephora - - - - 159 

Chap. II. The fate of Gil Bias after he quit- 
ted the castle of Leyva, and the happy 
consequence that attended the bad success 
of his amours - - - - 167 

Chap. III. Gil Bias becomes the favourite 
of the archbishop, and the canal of his 
bounty ----- 174 

Chap. IV. The archbishop is seized with a fit 
of the apoplexy. The dilemma in which 
Gil Bias found himself, and the method 
he took to be extricated - - 180 

Chap. V. The step that Gil Bias took after 
the archbishop had dismissed him. His 
accidental meeting with the licentiate who 
had been so much obliged to him; with 
the gratitude of that priest - - 183 

Chap. VI. Gil Bias goes to see a play at 
Grenada. His astonishment at the sight 
of one of the actresses; and the conse- 
quences of that event - - - 187 



CONTENTS. 7 

• Page. 

Chap. VII. The history of Laura - 193 

Chap. VIII. The recepdon which Gil Bias 
met with from the players of Grenada, and 
his finding an old acquaintance behind 
the scenes - "^ - - - - 208 

Chap. IX. He supped that evening with an 
extraordinary man ; an account of what 
happened between them - - - 211 

Chap. X. The commission that the Marquis 
de Marialva gave to Gil Bias, and the 
manner in which that faithful secretary 
acquitted himself of it - - 214 

Chap. XI. Gil Bias receives a piece of news 

which is like a thunder-bolt to him 218 

Chap. XII. Gil Bias takes lodgings in a 
house where he contracts an acquaintance 
with Captain Chinchilla. The character 
of that officer; with an account of the 
affair that brought him to Madrid - 221 

Chap. XIII. Gil Bias meets his dear friend 
Fabricius at court; their mutual joy; they 
repair together to a certain place, where 
a curious conversation happens between 
them 229 

Chap. XIV. Fabricius introduces Gil Bias 
to the service of Count Galiano, a Sicilian 
nobleman ----- 240 

Chap. XV. Count Galiano invests Gil Bias 

with an employment in his house - 244 

Chap. XVI. An accident happens to Count 
Galiano's baboon, which is the cause of 
great affliction to that nobleman. Gil 
Bias falls sick ; the consequence of his 
distemper ----- 250 

BOOK VIII. 

Chap. I. Gil Bias contracts a good acquaint- 
ance, and obtains a post that consoles him 



1 



8 CONTENTS. 

for Count Galiano's ingratitude. The 
history of Don Valerio de Luna - 261 

Chap. II. Gil Bias is presented to the duke 
of Lerma, who receives him into tlienum« 
ber of his secretaries; sets him to work, 
and is satisfied with his performance 267 

Chap. III. He learns that his post is not 
altogether without mortifications. His 
uneasiness at this piece of news, which 
obliges him to alter his conduct - 272 

Chap. IV. Gil Bias gains the favour of the 
Duke of Lerma, who intrusts him with a 
secret of great importance - - 276 

Chap. V. Gil Bias is overwhelmed with joy, 

honour, and distress . - - 279 

Chap. VI. The manner in which Gil Bias 
informs the Duke of Lerma of his neces- 
sity, and that minister's behaviour on the 
occasion ----- 283 

Chap. VH. The good use to which he put 
his fifteen hundred ducats; the first anair 
in which he intermeddled, and the profit 
from thence accruing - - - 268 

Chap. VIII. The history of Don Roger de 

Rada 291 

Chap. IX. Gil Bias finds means to make a 
considerable fortune in a very short time, 
and gives himself great airs accordingly 301 



TBE 

ADVENTURES 



OF 



GIL BLAS OF SANTILLANE. 



BOOK IV. 



i^^%i ^^^^'%>%^^ri% ^ % ^ 



CHAPTER VL 



X HE two new friends meeting next morning 
began the day with embraces, which Aurora was 
obliged to give and receive in order to act the part 
of Don Felix. They went 6ut to walk, and I 
accompanied them with Chilindron, the valet of 
Don Lewis ; when stopping at the university, to 
look at the titles of books that were pasted on the 
gate, which a ^ood many people amused themselves 
in reading, I perceived a little man among them, 
who gave his opinion of all the different works that 
were so published. 1 observed that he was heard 
with great attention, which I fancied, at the same 
time, he believed was no more than his due : foi 
he seemed vain and positive, asliuJemen co mmpor 
I V are. " That new translatiofTorHorace {saidhel 
wfiicIT you see advertised in such large characters, 
is a work in prose, composed by an old college- 
author ; — a book in great esteem among the stu- 
dents, who have already consumed four editions of 
it : and yet there is not one man of taste who has 
purchased so much as a single copy." His judg- 
ment was not a whit more favourable for the other 

books, which he ridiculed without exception; so 
A t Vol. II. 
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that, in all likelihood, he was an author himself. I 
should not have been tired of hearing him to an 
end, but was obliged to follow Don Lewis and Don 
Felix, who, being as little pleased with his dis- 
course, as interested in the books which he cen- 
sured, left him to the enjoyment of his own criti- 
cism. 

We came home at dinner-time, and my mistress, 
sitting down at table with Pacheco, artfully turned 
the conversation on her own fatniiy. " Aly father 
(said she) is a cadet of the house of M endoza, and 
settled at Toledo ; my mother is sister to Donna 
Ximena de Guzman, who came to Salamanca some 
days ago, on an affair of importance, with her niece 
Aurora, the only daughter of Don Vincentme Guz- 
man, whom, perhaps, you know." — " No, (replied 
Don Lewis) but I have often heard of him, as well 
as of your cousin Aurora. Am I to believe what is 
reported of her f I have been assured that nothing 
equals her understanding but her beauty." — " As 
for understanding (resumed Don Felix) she has a 
pretty good share, and that well cultivated : but I 
don't think her so very handsome. People say 
that she and I very much resemble one another." 
— " If that be the case (cried Pacheco) she deserves 
the reputation she has got : your features are 
regular : your cousin must be quite enchanting. I 
wish I had an opportunity of seeing and conversing 
with her." — " I undertake to satisfy your curiosity, 
(replied the pretended Mendoza) and will carry 
you to my aunt's house this very afternoon." My 
mistress, all of a sudden, changed the discourse, 
and talked on indifferent subjects. — After dinner, 
while they were preparing to go and visit Donna 
Ximena, I was beforehand with them, and ran to 
advertise the duenna, that she might be ready to 
receive' them ; then, returning instantly, accompa- 
nied Don Felix, who conducted Don Lewis to the 
bouse of his aunt. But they had scarce entered 
Ae boasei when they met Dame Ximena, who 



ADVENTURES OF GIL BLA9. 11 

desired them, by a sign, to make no noise. ^^ Hush, 
bush, (said she, with a low voice) you will wake 
my niece, who has been tormented since yesterday 
with a terrible head-ach, which has just left her, 
and the poor child has been asleep about a quarter 
of an hour." — " I am sorry for this disappointment, 
(said Meudoza ;) I was in good hopes of seeing my 
cousin, and had promised that pleasure to my 
friend Pacheco." — " The affair is not very urgent, 
(replied Ortiz, smiling) you may defer it till to- 
morrow." The cavaliers conversed a little while • 
with the old gentlewoman, and then retired. 

Don Lewis carried us to the house of one of his 
friends, a gentleman, whose name was Don Gabriel 
de Pedros^ with whom we spent the rest of the day, 
supped, and did not think of coming home till two 
o'clock in the morning. We had got about half 
way when we stumbled over two men lying stretch- 
ed upon the ground. Thinking they were unfor- 
tunate people who had been assassinated, we stopt 
to give them assistance, provided it was not too 
late ; and as we endeavoured to inform ourselves of 
their condition as well as the darkness of the night 
would allow, the patrole came up ; and the com- 
mander, taking us at first for the murderers, order- 
ed his men to surround us ; but he conceived a 
more favourable opinion of our morals when he 
heard us speak, and, b) the help of a dark lanthorn. 
saw the faces of Mendoza and Pachcro. His sol- 
diers being ordered to examine the condition of the 
two men, who we fancied had been slain, found 
that it was a fat licentiate, with his man, both in 
liquor, or rather dead drunk. " Gentlemen, (cried 
one of the guard) I know this epicure ; it is Signor 
the licentiate Guyomar, rector of our university : 
notwithstanding the pickle you see him in now, he 
is a great man, a wonderful genius ! There is not 
a philosopher in Salamanca whom he cannot confute 
in an argument. He has an unparalleled flow of 
words : 'tis pity that he is a little addicted to law 
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soitSi the bottle, and a wench. He was, no doubt, 
on his return from supping with his Isabella, where 
unluckily his man getting as drunk as himself, they 
have both tumbled into the kennel. Before the 
good licentiate was rector, this misfortune frequent- 
ly happened to him ; and you see honours don't 
fluways change the man." We left those drunkards 
in the hands of tlie patrole, who undertook to carry 
them home, and, returning to our lodgings, every 
one went to rest. 

Don Felix and Don Lewis getting up about no6n, 
Aurora was the first subject of their discourse. 
*^ Gil Bias, (said my mistress to me) go to my aunt 
Donna Ximena, and ask if Signor Pacheco and I 
can have the pleasure of seeing my cousin to-day." 
I went out to acquit myself of this commission, or 
rather to concert with the duenna what was to be 
done : and when we had taken our measures, I re- 
turned to the false Mendoza, saying, '^ Signor, your 
cousin Aurora is surprisingly well, and charged me 
to assure you from her, that your visit will be very 
agreeable; and Donna Xiniena bid me assure Signor 
Pacheco that he shall always be welcome at her 
house on your account." 

I perceived that Don Lewis was mightily pleased 
with these last words : my mistress observed the 
same, and drew a happy presage from her i^emark. 
Immediately before dinner Signora Ximena's valet 
appeared, and said to Don Felix, <^ Signor, a man 
from Toledo has been enquiring for you at your 
aunt's bouse, and leA this note." The pretended 
Mendoza opened it, and read aloud these words : 
** If you are desirous of hearing news of your 
lather, and of being made acquainted with other 
things of consequence to you, fail not, on receipt of 
this, to repair to the Black Horse near the univer- 
ttty." — " I am (said he) too curious to hear these 
things of consequence not to satisfy my desire 
instaotly. Without taking leave of you, Pacheco, 
(addad he) if I don't return in two hours, you may 
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go by yourself to my aunt's, and I will come to yoa 
there sJTter dinner. You know what Gil Bias hai 
told you from Donna Ximena, and you have a right 
to make the visit" So saying, he went out, and 
ordered me to follow him. 

You may easily guess that, instead of going to 
the Black Horse, we took the road to the bouse 
where Ortiz lived, where, as soon as we arrived, 
Aurora took off her fair-coloured tour, washed ^d 
rubbed her eye-brows, dressed herself like a woman, 
and became a very handsome black-eyed lady, as 
she naturally was : for her disguise had changed 
her so much, that Aurora and Don Felix appeared 
to be two different people. She even seemed a 
great deal taller as a woman than as a man, to 
which, indeed, her shoe heels, that were excessively 
high, contribu ted not a little. When she had improved 
her charms with all the assistance that art could 
bestow, she expected Don Lewis with an agitation 
composed of hope and fear. Sometimes she confid- 
ed in her beauty and wit, and sometimes was afraid 
that her attempt would be unsuccessful. Ortiz, on 
the other side, summoned all her finesse to second 
my mistress ; and I, that Pacheco might not see me 
in the house, like those players who appear only in 
the last act, concealed myself till towards the end 
of the visit, by going out as soon as I had dined. 

In short, every thing was in order when Don 
Lewis arrived. He was received in a very agree- 
able manner by lady Ximena, and enjoyed a con- 
versation with Aurora two or three hours long ; at 
the end of which I came into the room where they 
were, and addressing myself to the cavalier, " Sig- 
nor, (said I) my master, Don Felix, cannot be here 
to-day ; but begs you will excuse him, because he 
IS in company with three men from Toledo, of 
whom he cannot disengage himself." — "Ah, the 
little rake ! (cried Donna Ximena) he is certainly 
set in to hard drinking." — " No, madam, (I replied, 
they are discoursing together of very serious affairs* 
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He isbeaitily sorry that he cannot wait upon you; 
and ordered me to make his apology to you and 
Donna Aurora." " O ! I'll have none of his apolo- 
^es, (said my mistress) he knows I have been in- 
disposed, and ought to show a little more concern 
for his relation. In order to punish him for his 
indifference, he shan't see me these fifteen days." 
" Ah madam ! (said Don Lewis) do not form such 
a cruel resolution : Don Felix is rather to be pitied 
for not being able to visit you." 

They diverted themselves for some time with 
this subject, and then Pacheco withdrew. The 
fair Aurora immediately transformed herself, and 
resuming the appearance of a cavalier, returned to 
the lodgings as soon as she could. ^^ I ask pardon, 
my dear friend, (said she to Don Lewis) for failing 
to meet you at my aunt's, but I could not get rid 
of the people in whose company I was : what con- 
soles me for the disappointment is, that yon have 
at least had leisure to satisfy your curiosity. Well, 
what do you think of my cousin.**" " I am enchant- 
ed by her ! (answered Pacheco) you had reason to 
say she resembled you. I never saw features more 
alike ; the same turn of face, the same eyes, the 
same mouth, and tone of voice ! There is, however, 
some difference between you. Aurora is a little 
taller than you : she is black, and your are fair. 
You are merry, and she is grave. These are what 
distinguish you the one from the other. As for 
understanding, (added he) I do not believe a celes- 
tial being can have more than your cousin. In a 
word, she is a lady of accomplished merit." 

Signor Pacheco pronounced these last words with 
so much vivacity, that Don Felix said, smiling, 
" Friend, I advise you, for the sake of your repose, 
to go no more to Donna Ximena's. Aurora de 
GKizman may make your heart ache, and inspire 
you with a passion." ^' There is no occasion for 
another sight of her to make me in love, (said be, 
interrupting him) that is done already." " I am 
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sorry for it, (replied the pretended Mendoza) for 
you are not one of those who can attach tnem- 
selves to one, and my cousin is no Isabella. 1 dan 
assure you before-hand, that she will never listen 
to a lover, except on honourable terms." " Ho- 
nourable terms ! (replied Don Lewis) sure nobody 
would offer any other to a young lady of her birth. 
Alas ! I should think myself the happiest of men, 
if she would approve of my addresses, and consent 
to join her destiny with mine." 

^' Since you talk in that stile, (said Don Felix) I 
am interested in your behalf. Yes, I list myself 
in your service — offer you all my influence with 
Aurora, and will to-morrow bring over my aunt 
who has a great sway over her." Pacheco returned 
a thousand thanks to the cavalier who made him 
such fair promises ; and we perceived, with joy, 
that our stratagem could not succeed better. Next 
day, we increased the love of Don Lewis, by a new 
invention. My mistress having been with Donna 
Ximena on pretence to render her favourable to 
that cavalier, came back and said to him, " I have 
spoke to my aunt, whom with much difficulty I 
have made your friend. She was furiously preju- 
diced against you : for somebody or other had 
made her believe that you was a downright liber- 
tine : but I undertook your defence with eagerness, 
and at last destroyed the bad impression she had 
received of your morals. 

^' This is not all, (pursued Aurora) you must talk 
with my aunt, in my presence, and then we shall 
make sure of her assistance." Pacheco expressed 
extreme impatience to discourse with Donna Xi- 
mena, and that satisfaction was granted to him 
next morning, when the false Mendoza conducted 
him to madam Ortiz, and they three had a long 
conversation, in which Don Lewis shewed that be 
had allowed himself to be very much captivated, 
n a very litde time. The artful Ximena feigned 
to be moved with all the tenderness he expr^lsed. 
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and promised ber utmost endeavour to engage her 
niece to marry him. Pacheco immediately threw 
himself at the feet of such a kind aunt, and thank- 
ed her for her friendship : whereupon Don Felix 
asked if his cousin was up. ^' No (answered the 
duenna) she is still a-bed, and you cannot see her 
at present ; but return this afternoon, and you may 
converse with her at leisure." This answer of 
madam Ximena redoubled (as you may well be- 
lieve) the joy of Don Lewis, who thought the rest 
of the forenoon extremely tedious, and went back 
to his lodgings with Mendoza, who was not a litde 
pleased with observing in him all the marks of 
genuine love. 

They talked of nothing but Aurora, and when 
they had dined, DonFehx said to Pacheco, "There's 
a thought come into my head. I am of opinion, 
that I should go to my aunt's some minutes before 
you, and have a little chat with my cousin, that I 
may, if possible, discover the disposition of her 
heart towards you." Don Lewis approving this 
scheme, let his friend go before, and did not set 
out till an hour after. So my mistress made such 

S^ood use of her time, that she was dressed like a 
ady, when her lover arrived. "1 thought (said 
the cavalier, after having saluted Aurora and the 
duenna) to have found Don Felix here." " You 
will see him immediately, (answered Donna Xi- 
mena) he is writing in my closet." Upon which, 
Pacheco seemed to swallow the trick, and entered 
into conversation with the ladies. But notwith- 
standing the presence of the beloved object, he 
perceived that the hours stole away, without Men- 
dosa's appearing ; and as he could not help testi- 
fying some surprise at it, Aurora changing coun- 
tenance all of a sudden, began to laugh, and said 
to Don Lewis, <* Is it possible that you have no 
suspicion of the trick which has been played upon 
you f Do an artificial light-coloured tour, and 
painted eye-brows, make me so unlike myself, that 
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you have been mistaken by them hitherto ? Uade- 
crive yourself then, Pacheco, (continued she, re- 
suming an air of gravity) and know that Don Felix 
de MendoKa and Aurora de Guzman are but one 
and the same person." 

She was not contented with extricating him out 
of this error, but also owned her passion for him, 
and informed him of all the steps she had taken 
towards its success. Don Lewis, no less charmed 
than surprised with what he heard, threw himself 
at her feet, exclaiming in a transport of joy, ^' Ah, 
beautiful Aurora ! may I then believe myself the 
happy mdrtal whom you have favoured so much ? 
How shall I recompense your goodness, which the 
most perfect love can never enough fepay ?" These 
words were accompanied with a thousand more 
passionale and tender expressions: after which, 
the two lovers conferred upon the measures that 
were to be taken towards the accomplishment of 
their mutual desires ; and it was resolved that we 
should set out immediately for Madrid, and bring 
our comedy to a conclusion by marriage. This de- 
sign was no sooner formed than put in execution : 
in fifleen days, Don Lewis espoused my mistress, 
and their nuptials gave rise to entertainments and 
infinite rejoicings. 



CHAPTER Vn. 



Three weeks afler this marriage, my mistress 

being desirous of recompensing me for the service 

I had done her, made me a present of an hundred 

pistoles, sajring, '* Gil Bias, my friend, far from 

turning you away, I leave it to your choice to stay 

with me as long as you please ; but my husband's 

unde, Don Gonzales de Pacheco, wants to have 

Vol. II z 
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you for a valet de chambre. I spoke to him so 
advantageously of you, that he assured me I would 
do him a favour in parting with you to him. He 
is an old nobleman (added she) of an excellent 
character, and you will be quite happy in his ser- 



vice." 



I thanked Aurora for her generosity, and as she 
had no longer any occasion for me, accepted the 

(lost to which I was recommended ; the more wil- 
^^S^Yj ^ I should still be in the family. One 
morning, therefore, I went with a message from 
my new-married mistress, to Signor Don Gonzales, 
who was still a-bed although it was near twelve 
o'clock. When I entered his chamber, I found him 
taking some broth which a page had brought in. 
The old gentleman's whiskers were in papers, his 
eyes almost quite extinguished, and his face pale 
and meagre. He was one of those old boys who 
had been great rakes in their youth, and are not a 
whit more sedate in their age. He received me 
with great civility, and told me that if I would 
serve him with as much zeal as I had manifested 
for his niece, I might depend upon living happily. 
I promised to have the same attachment to him 
which I had for her, and tliat moment he engaged 
roe in his service. 

Behold me then with a new master, and heaven 
knows what sort of a man he was ! When he got 
up, I fancied I saw the resurrection of Lazarus. 
Paint to your own imagination a tall body so lean 
and withered, that when it was naked an anatomist 
might have taught osteology upon it, with legs so 
small that they looked like spindles, after he had 
put on three or four pair of stockings. This living 
mummy was besides troubled with an asthma, and 
coughed at every word he spoke. Having drank 
chocolate, he called for paper and ink, and wrote 
a letter, which he sealed and sent away, according 
to the direction, by the page who had brought the 
broth J then turning to me, " Friend, (said he) thou 
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art the person whom I intend henceforth to trust 
with my commissions, especially those which re- 
gard Donna Euphrasia, a young lady whom I love, 
and who is passionately fond of me." 

'^ Good God ! (said I to myself) how can young 
people -help believing themselves beloved, when, 
this old dotard thinks himself adored !" " Gil 
Bias, (added he) thou shalt go with me this very 
day to her house, where I sup almost every night, 
and thou wilt be charmed with her prudence and 
reserve : far from resembling those silly coquettes^ 
who can relish nothing but youth, and are won by 
appearances only, she has an understanding already 
mature and judicious, that consults the sentiments 
of a man, and prefers a lover of delicacy and taste 
to one of the most shining exteriors." Signor Don 
Gonzales did not here finish the eulogium of his 
mistress, whom he represented as the epitome of 
all perfection. But he had a hearer not easily 
persuaded. After the conduct of the actresses, 
which I had seen, I did not look upon old noble- 
men as people very happy in their amours. I pre- 
tended, however, out of complaisance, to believe 
all that my master said. 1 did more ; I extolled 
the discernment and taste of Euphrasia, and was 
even impudent enough to affirm, tliat she could not 
have a more amiable gallant. 

The good old gentleman did not perceive that 
I had made game of him ; but, on the contrary, 
applauded my good sense. So true it is, that a 
sycophant may run any risk with the great, who 
swallow all kinds of flattery, let it be ever so ab- 
surd. The old man havmg written his letter, pull- 
ed some hairs out of his beard with a pair of pin- 
cers, cleaned his eyes of a thick gum that filled 
them, washed his ears and hands, and afler having 

Eerformed his ablutions, painted his whiskers, eye- 
rows, and hair, of a black colour ;_i:Qntinuing 
l onger at his toile t than an old widow who studies 
t<rhide the^utra^s^of time upon Ber^ Just as he 
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had done dressing, another gentleman in years, 
one of his friends, entered, whose name was the 
Count d^Asumar. But he^ far from concealing his^ 
cej^JiairSj^pgorted himself on a cane, and seemed" 
i^^^ioryTiThis olS^a^ appearmg 

oung. ' *' Signor Pacheco, (said he, as Be cameln) 
afirncome to dine with you." " You are very 
welcome, Count," (answered my master.) Mean 
while, having embraced one another, they sat 
down, and entered into conversation till such time 
as dinner was ready. 

The discourse turned at first upon a bull-feast, 
which had been celebrated a few days before ; and 
as they mentioned the cavaliers who had shewn 
the greatest vigour and address, th e old Coun t, 
ike another Nestor, who, from talking pfjiiejjre- 
senl^ illways. lQOkj!»ccU&iun lu J>faise .thej^asl^JSfiiid, 
witb.a siglh" Alas ! I seerio men now-a-daj's com- 
parableto those I have known heretofore ; and the 
tournaments are not performed with half the mag- 
^nificence that they were when I was a young man." 
I laughed within myself at the prejudice of honest 
Signor d'Asumar, who did not confine it to tour- 
naments only; but I remember, when the dessert was 
set upon the table, seeing some fine peaches served 

up, he observed, <^- In n\y timn thn poonhoff ,wgrg. 

much lar£gx-thaa.th£y arg at^ pr esen t ; nature dege- 
nerates every day." " At that ratel^aid Don Gon- 
zales, smiling) the peaches of Adam's time must 
have been wonderfully large." 

Count d'Asumar staid almost the whole day widi 
my master, who no sooner found himself disengag- 
ed, than he went out, bidding me follow him. He 
went to Euphrasia's, who lodged at the distance of 
an hundred paces from our house, and found her 
in a very handsome apartment She was gaily 
dressed, and had such an youthful air, that I con- 
cluded she was under age, although she was good 
thirty years old, at least. She was really hand- 
some^ and her understanding soon raised my ad- 
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miration : for she was not one of those coquettes, 
who have nothing to recommend them but idle 
ribaldry and loose behaviour ; she was modest in 
ker manners, as well as in her conversation, and 
talked with a great deal of wit, without the least 
aiSectation. '^ O heaven ! (said I to myself,) is it 

Eossible that a person of such delicacy can be a 
idy of pleasure !" I imagined that imprudence 
was inseparable from all women of her profession, 
and was astonished to see one with the appearance 
of modesty ; not reflectin g that these prince sses 
k now how to assume any shape, anTi accommoda te 
>ltmKisi>ivpg tn ipt^ characters ot t he pppp!* ? Qt Tor - 
Uise. and.nLQbili|y.that^fall into their hands. When 
their gallants are pleasc^^With fire'lffrd' transport, 
tbey are brisk and petulant ; and with those who 
love reserve, practise a prudent and virtuous be- 
haviour : they vare the true c a meleons, wh o change 
rtrlgur arrtrr di"^ ^Q th e humour and aisp65lTion ot 
t he men whoin tney app l 

Don Gonzales was none of those noblemen who 
are taken with your bold beauties : he could not 
bear ladies of that class ; on the contrary, could 
relish no woitian, unless she had the appearance 
of a vestal. Euphrasia, therefore, modelled her- 
self accordingly, and shewed that all the good 
actresses are not employed in the theatre. Leav- 
ing my master with his nymph, I went down stairs 
into a hall, where I found an old chambermaid, 
whom I had known a waiting-woman to an actress. 
Recollecting me immediately, she said "What! 
is it you, Gil Bias f you have quitted Arsenla it 
seems, as I did Constantia." " Yes, truly, (answer- 
ed I) it is a long time since I left her, and went to 
serve a young lady of fashion. A player's life is 
not to my taste ; and therefore I dismissed myself, 
without deigning to come to the least explanation 
with Arsenia." " Yoii was in the right, (replied 
the chambermaid, whose name was Beatrice) I 
served Constantia pretty much in the same manner: 
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one morning early I gave in my accounts very cold- 
ly, which she received without uttering one sylla- 
ble, and 80 we parted cavalierly enough." 

" I ara extremely glad (said I) that we now meet 
in a more honourable house : Donna Euphrasia 
seems to be a sort of woman of fashion, and I be- 
lieve her character is very good." " You are not 
at all mistaken, (said the old waiting-woman) she 
is of a very good family ; and as for her temper, I 
can assure you there never was one more equal and 
sweet. She is none of those passionate and difficult 
mistresses, who find fault with every thing, scold 
incessantly, torment their domestics, and, in one 
word, make a hell of their service. I never once 
heard her grumble ; but when I happen to do any 
thing contrary to her inclination, she reproves me 
without rage, and never lets one of those epithets 
escape her, of which your violent dames are so 
liberal." " My master (I resumed) is also very 
sweet-tempered : he is the best natured mortsJ 
alive ; and therefore you and I are much more 
happy than when we were in the service of actress- 
es." A thousand times more happy ! (replied 
Beatrice) instead of leading a life of noise and 
tumult, 1 now live, as it were, in a retreat. No 
man enters these doors, but Signor Don Gonzales. 
I shall see nobody but you in my solitude, for 
which I am not at all sorry ; for I have had an af- 
fection for you a long time, and, more than once, 
envied the happiness of Laura, in having you for a 
gallant. But, in short, I hope to be as happy as 
she ; for, though I have neither her youth, nor her 
beauty, by way of amends, I hate coquetry, and 
mm as faithful as a turtle." 

As honest Beatrice was Qnc_Qf thosepersons who 
axe obliged to make a tender of lHSrTavoursj~lJ6^ 

(cause nobody T?dir^a47jffiifilJ»f:i "ndt at^lM 

teinpted to profit by her advances : I did not de- 
sire, however, that sHe' should perceive my con- 
^ tempt, and was even polite enough to express my- 
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self ui such a manner, as that she did not lose all 
hopes of engaging my heart I imagined then 
that I had made a conquest of an old chambermaid, 
but happened on this occasion to be deceived : she 
did not behave in this manner to me, for my own 
sake only ; her design was to inspire me with love, 
that she might bring me over to the interest of her 
mistress, for whom she was so zealous, that she 
did not mind what it cost her, in promoting her 
advantage. I found my error next morning, when 
I carried a billet-doux firom my master to Euphra- 
sia. That lady gave me a most gracious recepUon, 
and said a thousand obliging things, in which she 
was joined by her maid : one admiring my physi- 
ognomy, while the other observed in me an air of 
prudence and sagacity. According to them, Signor 
Don Gonzales possessed a treasure, in having such 
a valet. In a word, they praised me so much, 
that I suspected their applause, and even discerned 
the motives of it ; but 1 received it, in appearance^ 
with all the simplicity of a fool, and by this coun- 
terplot e^ectually decieivel fBeHsliarpers, who,"~at 
last, pulled~bflj hgjaask. ' 

'~^'«ark'e, Gil Bias, (said Euphrasia to me) it 
depends upon thyself to make thy fortune. Let 
us act in concert, my friend. Don Gonzales is old, 
and his constitution so crazy, that the^jgast tnnrh 
of a fever, assisted by an able ^liysicia n, will ca rry 
hiBToJff^. . I^TIu is" malCe"Tfac bcsr"tfnHe Jittlp Yimp 
lieTias left, an^ 



exert ourselv es so that he ma y 
leave the best part of his esfaFe to me. Thou shaft 
have a good share of the booty, ah J thou mayest 
depend upon my promise, as much as if I had 
made it before all the notaries of Madrid." " Ma- 
dam, (answered I) you may command your humble 
servant. You have nothing to do but to prescribe 
my conduct, and you shall be satisfied." " Very 
well, (she replied) thou must observe thy master, 
and give me an account of all his proceedings : 
when you talk to him in private, don't fail to turn 
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the conversation upon women, and from thence 
artfully take occasion to speak well of me. Ply 
him with Euphrasia as mnch as possible , and I 
again recommend it to you to be very attentive to 
what passes in the family of the Pachecos : if you 
perceive that any relation of Don Gonzales is ex- 
tremely officious about him, and aims at the suc- 
cession to his estate, acquaint me with it immedi- 
ately ; that is all I ask, and 1 warrant I shall send 
him adrift in a very little time ; for I know the 
different characters of his relations, and the ridi- 
culous lights in which they may be represented to 
him ; having already prejudiced him pretty success- 
fully against all his nephews and cousins." 

By these instructions, and others which Euphra- 
sia added, I concluded, that tlusj^dy . was one of 
those who attached jbemselves tn gpnifron y ohl 
nieii. She had Tately prevailed upon Don Gonzales 
to sell an estate, the price of which she had con- 
verted to her own use; she extorted from him 
valuable moveables every day, and, besides, had 
reason to hope that she would not be forgotten 
in his will. I pretended to engage willingly to 
do all that she desired ; and, dissimulation apart, 
doubted within myself, on my return home, whe- 
ther I should contribute to impose upon my master, 
or undertake to detach him from his mistress. The 

last of tli^ftA_r^o]ptinna ^^m^H mnyy ^|()nf>i^yf^|ypP 

jlHairth^^oiherr^nd. I, felt myseirmore^incliaed- to 

filMl'tlian betray my du^ : besides, Euphrasia had 

made me no positive promise, and that, perhaps, 

/ was the occasion of my fidelity's remaining uncor- 

/ rupted. I resolved, therefore, to serve Don Gon- 

\ sales with zeal, persuading myself, that if I should 

\ be lucky enough to divert his affection from his 

jidol, I should be better rewarded for this good 

/ action than for all the bad ones I could commit 

( That I might the more easily accomplish what I 

proposed, I shewed myself entirely devoted to the 

service of Donna Euphrasia ; I made her believe, 
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that I spoke of her incessantly to my master ; and 
accordingly invented fables, which she took for 
sterling truth. I insinuated myself so much into 
her.' good graces, that she thought me entirely in 
her interest; and still the better to impose upon 
her, affected to appear in love with Beatrice, who 
ravished to see, at her age, a young lover at her 
beck, did not much mind being deceived, provided 
she was deceived agreeably. When my master and 
I were each with his own princess, we composed 
two very different pictures in the same taste. Don 
Gonzales, pale and withered as I have represented 
him, when he attempted to ogle, looked like a 
wretch in his last agonies ; and my infanta, in pro- 
portion to the seeming increase of my passion, as- 
sumed still more and more childish airs, and prac- 
tised all the artifice of an old coquette, which she 
had been learning forty years at least ; having been 
refined in the service of some of those heroines of 
gallantry, who can please even in their old age, 
and die loaded with the spoils of two or three 
gmerations. 

I was not satisfied with following my master, 
every evening, to the house of Euphrasia 5 I some- 
times went thither alone, by day ; but at what 
hour soever I went in, I never met with any man, 
or woman either, of a suspicious appearance ; nor 
could I discover the least trace of infidelity : a cir- 
cumstance that surprised me not a little; for I 
could not imagine that such a handsome lady couU 
be exactly true to Don Gonzales. And in this, 
surely, my judgment was not too rash ; for the fair 
Euphrasia, (as you will presently see) that she 
might wait with the more patience for my master's 
estate, was provided with a. lover more agreeable 
to a woman of her age. 

One morning, when I carried, as usual, a letter 

to the princess, I perceived, while I was in her 

chamber, the feet of a man concealed behind the 

tapestry I went away, without seeming to observe 

B Vol. II. 
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them ; but although I ought not to be surprised aH 
this object, which was no business of mine, I did 
not fail to resent it. ^*v ^h, pe rfidious wretch ! (said 
I to myself, in a passion) aB7"Wickctf ^iIpKrSSh^ 
^Qu art not satisfied jadtti imposing upon a good 
o1d~'geBTtema[fi^y persuading him that ~be is be- 
tovedfUulThou must also crown thyj^erfidy, by 
abandoning thyself to anodier !" What a fool was 
I, now I thrnK''on'Tt^o moralize in this manner! 
I ought rather to have laughed at the adventure, 
and looked upon it as a compensation for the tire- 
some languid moments she underwent, in her com- 
merce with my master : I should, at least, have 
done better in holding my tongue, than in seizing 
this occasion of acdng the consciendous valet ; but 
instead of moderating my zeal, I entered warmly 
into the interest of Don Gonzales, to whom I made 
a faithful report of what I had seen ; I even added, 
that Euphrasia wanted to seduce me ; I concealed 
nothing of what she had said on that occasion, and 
it was his own fault if he was not perfectly ac- 
quainted with the character of his mistress. He 
was confounded at the information, and a small 
emotion of wrath that appeared on his countenance 
seemed to presage that the lady should not be un- 
faithful to him with impunity. " Enough, Gil Bias, 
(said he) I am extremely sensible of thy attachment, 
and pleased with thy fidelity ; I will go instandy 
to Euphrasia, load her with reproaches, and breaK 
for ever with the ungrateful creature." So saying, 
he went out accordingly, and dispensed with my 
attendance, that he might spare me the disagree- 
able part I had to play during their eclaircisse- 
ment. 

I waited for my master's return with a world of 
impadence, not doubting, that as he had so much 
cause to complain of his nymph, he would come 
back altogether detached from her allurements. 
On thb supposition, I applauded myself for what 
I bad done; I represented to myself the satisfaction 
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which the natural heirs of Don Gonzales would 
have, when they learned that their kinsman was 
no longer the sport of a passion so contrary to 
their interests : I flattered myself that they would 
consider me for it, and, in short, that I had distin- 
guished myself from odier valets, who are usually 
more apt to encourage their masters in debauchery 
than to reclaim them. I was in lovewith honour. 



a gd reflected^ with pleasure^ that I should pass for 
t he Corypheus o f all f^^fppgtirs. but this idea, 
agreeable as it was, vanished in a few hours ; when 
my patron arriving, said, '^ Friend, I have had a 
very sharp . conversation with Euphrasia, who af- 
firms that thou hast misrepresented her, and art, 
if she is to be believed, no other than an impostor, 
altogether devoted to my nephews, out of regard 
to whom, thou sparest nothing to make me quarrel 
with her. I saw real tears trickle from her eyes, 
and she swore, by all that was sacred, that she 
never made any proposal to thee, nor ever sees a 
man ; Beatrice, who seems to be a good ^irl, pro- 
tested the same thing, in such a manner, that my 
anger was appeased, in spite of my teeth." 

" How, Sir, (said I, interrupting him, in a sorrow- 
ful manner) do you doubt my sincerity ? do you 

distrust" " No, chile], (said he, interrupting me 

in his turn) I do tliee all manner of justice : I don't 
believe thee in a confederacy with my nephews. I 
am persuaded that thou art concerned for my in- 
terest only, and I am obliged to thee : but appear- 
ances are deceitful. Perhaps what thou sawest 
existed only in thy own imagination ; and, in that 
case, thou roayest guess how disagreeable thy ac 
cusation must be to Euphrasia. Be it as it may, 
she is a person whom I cannot help loving. I 
must even make the sacrifice to her which she de 
mands, and that sacrifice is thy dismission. I am ^pJi f^^ 
sorry for it, my poor Gil Bias, (added he) and I Ajj^^j^^^tJ 
assure thee, I consented to it with regret ; but I f^ .S^i^pJli 
could not do otherwise. What ought to console - ^- — 
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thee is, that I shall not send thee away linrecom- 
pensed : and I intend, moreover, to settle thee 
with a lady, a friend of mine, where thou wilt live 
very agreeably." 
/ I w as ver y much mort ified to coo n^y KAa| ^^ 

( ti irned against mjs elf:_L cursed Euphrasia, and 
deplored the weakness of Don Gonzales, who al- 
lowed himself to be led by the nose. The good 
old man being very sensible, that in turning me 
away, merely to please his mistress, he did not 
behave in the most manly manner, made amends 
for his effeminacy, and gilded the pill I was to 
swallow, with a present of fifty ducats . Next day 
carrying me to the marchioness ot Uben^es, he told 
her, in my hearing, that I was a young man who 
possessed many good qualities ; that he had a re- 
gard for me, but family reasons not permitting him 
to keep me in his service, he begged she would 
admit me into her family. She received me that 
instant, into the number of her domestics ; so that 
I found my«elf translated, aU of a sudden, into a 
new place. 



CHAPTER VIII. 



The marchioness of Chaves was a widow of five 
and thirty, handsome, tall, and well-shaped, who 
mjoyed a yearly income of ten thousand ducats, 
without the care and incumbrance of children. 1 
never saw a woman of more gravity, or one who 
spoke less, though this did not hinder her from 
being looked upon as the most witty lady in Ma- 
drid. The great concourse of people of quality, 
and men of learning, who daily frequented her 
bouse, contributed, perhaps, inore than any thing 
she said, to give her this reputation. But this I 
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wiU not undertake to decide : let it suffice to say, 
that her name imported the idea of a superior 
geniuSy and that her house was called, by way of 
excellence, the court of criticism. 

There..wa8 actually some performance or other 
jread her^' every day, sometimes new plays, and 
sometimes other pieces of poetry ; but nothing ex- 
#ept serious subjects were deemed worthy of atten- 
tion, humorous pieces being despised ; the best 
comedy, or ^e most ingenious and witty romance^ 
was looked upon as a feeble production, that de- 
served no praise ; whereas the least serious work, 
such as an ode, eclogue, or sonnet, passed for the 
greatest effoct of human understanding. But it 
often happened* that the public did not confirm 
the sentence of the court ; on the contrary, was 
sometimes so impolite as to hiss those pieces which 
had been there very much applauded. 

I was chamberlain in this house ; that is, my 
office consisted in getting every thing ready in the 
apartment of my lady, for the reception of com- 
pany, and to set the chairs foi the men, and the 
cushions for the women, after which I stationed 
myself at the chamber-door, to announce ^ and in- 
troduce the persons who arrived. While I was 
employed in this office for the first time, the go- 
vernor of the pages, who by accident, was then in 
the antichamber with me, described them all very 
pleasantly, as they came in. His name was Andrew 
Molina, naturaUy dry and satirical, with a good 
share of understanding. A bishop being the first 
who presented himself, I announced him, and when 
he was entered, the governor observed, " That pre- 
late is a man of a very pleasant character. Having 



^ ^ The announcer is a domestic who stands in the hall on 
?ititiDg days, and pronounces aloud the names of the com* 
pany as mej come m : from the Latin word annunciare. 
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a little credit at court, he would fain make every 
one believe that he has a great deal, and offers his 
interest to all the world, without serving any body. 
One day meeting at court with a gendeqian who 
saluted him, he stopt, loaded him withlttvilities, 
and squeezing his hand, said, " I am tiBlly de- 
voted to your service ; pray, Sir, put i3|.^ to the 
proof : I shall never die satisfied until I Jpye all^ 
opportunity of obliging you." The gentleman hav- 
ing thanked him in a very grateful manner, they 
parted, and the prelate said to one of his followers, 
^' I think I know that man ; I have a confused idea 
of having seen him somewhere." 

Immediately after the bishop, the son of a grandee, 
appeared ; and when I had introduced him into ray 
lady's chamber, " That nobleman (said Molina) is 
another original. You must know that he goes 
oAcn to a house, in order to treat of some import- 
ant affair, with the gentleman who lives in it, and 
comes away without remembering to speak a syl- 
lable about the matter. But (added the governor, 
seeing two ladies advance) there come Donna An- 
gela de Pennafiel, and Donna Margarita de Mon- 
talvan, two ladies between whom there is not the 
least resemblance : Donna Margarita, who piques 
herself on being a philosopher, will undertake the 
most profound doctors of Salamanca in a dispute, 
without suffering their arguments to get the better 
of her argumentation. As for Donna Angela, she 
does not affect the virtuosi, although her under- 
standing is perfectly well cultivated : her conver- 
sation is sensible, her sentiments refined, and her 
expression delicate, noble, and natural." This 
last is an amiable character, (said I to Molina) but 
the other, in my opinion, is inconsistent with the 
fair sex." " Not very consistent, (he replied with 
a sneer) and even a great many men are rendered 
ridiculous by such a disposition. Madam, the mar- 
chioness, our lady, (continued he) is also a little 
tainted with philosophy. What wrangling will there 
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be here to-day ! God grant that religion may not 
be concerned in the dispute." 

As be spoke these words, we perceived a meagre 
man come in, with an air of reserve and grim coun- 
tenance* My governor did not spare him : ^^ Thb 
here, (said he) is one of your serious wits who 
would fiun pass for great geniuses, by the favour 
4lfif a few sentences learned from Seneca, and who 
are easily detected to be fools, if you examine them 
a little closely." The next that came in was a 
well-shaped cavalier, with a Grecian mien, that is, 
a very self-sufficient appearance : when I asked who 
he was, Molina answered, *' He is a dramatic poet, 
who has composed, in his time, an hundred thou- 
sand verses, which never brought him in four pence: 
but in recompence for that, he has procured a con- 
siderable settlement, by six lines of prose." 

I was going to inform myself of the nature of a 
fortune got so easily, when I heard a great noise 
on the staircase, " Good ! (cried the governor) 
there comes the licentiate Campanario, who gives 
notice of his approach, before he appears, and be- 
ginning to talk at the street door, continues with- 
out intermission until he goes away." Sure enough, 
the whole house rang again with the voice of the 
thundering licentiate, who, at length, entered the 
antichamber with a bachelor of his acquaintance, 
and did not leave off speaking all the time his 
visit lasted. '' Signior Campanario (said I to Mo- 
lina) seems to be a great genius." " Yes, (replied 
my governor) he has some bright sallies, quaint 
expressions, and a good deal of humour : but over 
and above his being an unconscionable talker, he 
docs not fail to make repetitions ; and, not to over- 
rate his talents, I believe the agreeable and comic 
air with which he seasons every thing he says 
constitutes his chief merit : for the greatest part 
of his strokes would do tio great honour to a col- 
lection of witticisms." 

Abundance of other people came in, of whom 
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Molina made very humorous pictures, among which, 
he did not forget that of the marchioness. '' I as- 
sure you (said he) our patroness is a ladyofavery 
-.even temper^ ip splt&iif.all hex. plJilipsopRy. _^hc 
is not at air difficult to please, and one undergoes 
very few capricerin her device,' She ts"'?jfre-T)f-the 
most reasonable women of quality I know^^nd is 
even without passion; she hfit9-€(s little taste^for 
gallantry as for play, and loves conversation only ; 
in short, most ladies would think her" Wayof life 
insapportabiy tiresome." The governor, by this 
eulogium, prepossessed me in favour of my mis- 
tress; nevertheless, some days after, I could not 
help suspecting that she was not such an enemy to 
love : and I will declare on what foundation my 
suspicion was built 

One morning, while she was at her toilet, a little 
man presented himself to me, about forty years 
old, of a disagreeable figure, more dirty than the 
author Pedro de Noya, and very much hump-back- 
ed into the bargain. When he told me he wanted 
to speak with the marchioness, I asked him, from 
whom.'^ To which he answered, with a haughty 
look, " From myself; tell her, I am the gentleman 
of whom she spoke yesterday to Donna Anna de 
Velasco." I introduced him into my lady's apart* 
ment, and signified his arrival ; upon which, she 
immediately exclaimed in a transport of joy ; "Shew 
him in." She not only gave him a favourable re- 
ception, but likewise ordered all her women out of 
the room ; so that the little hunch-back, more hap- 
py than an honester man, remained alone with her ; 
while the chambermaids and I made ourselves 
merry with this fine tete-a-tete that lasted near an 
hour; after which, my patroness dismissed the 
crook-back, loaded with civilities, that shewed how 
well she was satisfied with his conversation, which, 
m effect, captivated her so much, that she told me 
one evening, in private, " Gil Bias, when the man 
with the hump retoms^ bring him into my apart- 
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ment u secretly as possible." I obeyed, and when 
the litde man came back next morning, conducted 
him, by a private staircase, to my lady's chamber* 
I performed the same office most devoutly, two or 
three times, without suspecting that there could 
be any gallantry in the case. But the malignity 
which is so natural to mankind soon inspired me 
with strange ideas, and I concluded that the in- 
clination of the marchioness was either very whim- 
sical, or that the hunch-back acted the part of a 
go-between. 

Prepossessed with this opinion, I often said to 
myself, ^' If my lady is in love with a handsome 
man, I forgive her ; but if she is captivated by this 
baboon, truly I cannot excuse the depravity of her 
taste. How much was I mistaken in my patroness! 
the little hunch-back dabbled in magic, and as his 
skill had been extolled to the marchioness, who 
willingly listened to the delusions of such impos- 
tors, she honoured him with these private conver- 
sations, in which he shewed her things in a glass, 
taught her to turn the sieve, and for money re- 
vealed all the mysteries of the cabala. Or rather 
to speak truly, he was a sharper who subsisted at 
the expence of credulous people, and was said to 
l^ve several women of quality under contribution. 



CHAPTER IX. 



I HAD already lived six months with the mar^ 
chioness de Chaves, and, I confess, was satisfied 
with my condition ; but the destiny I had to fulfil 
would not permit me to live longer in that lady's 
louse, nor even in Madrid : I will therefi^re re- 
count the adventure that obliged me to remove 

Ihwi both. 

Bt Vol. II. 8 
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Among my lady's maids, there was t)ne caHed 
Portia, who, besides her youth and beauty, possess- 
ed such an amiable character, that I attached my- 
self to her, without knowing that I must dispute 
her heart with a rival. The secretary of the mar- 
chioness, who was a proud man, and very much 
addicted to jealousy, being captivated with my 
princess, no sooner perceived my passion, than 
(without endeavouring to find out my - reception 
with Portia) he resolved to fight me in siiigle com- 
bat, and for this purpose appointed me to meet 
him one morning, in a private place. As he was a 
little man, whose head scarce reached my shoul- 
ders, and seemed at the saide time very weak, I did 
notThink him a very dangerous rival, but repaired 
with great confidence to the place appointed, in 
hopes of gaining an easy victory, and making a 
merit of it with Portia } but the event did not an- 
swer my expectation. The little secretary, who 
had been two or three years at the fimcing-school, 
disarmed me like an infant, and hoRnng the poim 
of his sword to my throat, " Prepare (said he) foi 
the mortal blow, or else give me thy word of ho- 
nour that thou wilt this day quit the service of the 
marchioness de Chaves, and never more think of ■•'' 

Portia." I made him that promise, and kep t it 
without reluctancy ; being ashamed to appear WT 
fore the rest of the servants, after my defeat, eipe- 
cially before the fair Helen who had been the cause 
of our dud; My sole intention in returning to the 
house was to carry off my goods and money, which 
having done, I set out jths ..same day Joe JTpledo, 
lUypwrse being pretty well furnished, and my Jiack 
loaaS"«Ath aEundWlp o'mpo fto d of my whole wear- 
ing-€^parel : for though I had not engaged to quit 
Madrid, I thought proper to leave it, at least for 
some years ; and formed the resolution of making 
the tour -of Spain, and of halting at every town. 
•' The money I have (said I to mysejf) will carry 
me a great way ; for I don't intend to be. extra- 
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vagant, and when I have no more, I will betake 
myself again to service. A young man of my ac-^ 
complishments will find places in abundance, when- 
ever he pleases to go in quest of tliem." 

'I longed, in particular, to see Toledo, whither I 
arrived at the end of three days, and took up my 
lodging in a good inn, "^hi^r^ T pgfgpd firr a gftntlf i 
man of consequen ce^ ^Y,^b^ favour o f my jntngiijpg; 
d ress. wBch 1 dic| ni>* ^^'^^ *^ p"^ ^n, «>^^^*-^y t^** 
fcmiish airs which I_3fl ected. It was in my own 
6ption 'to estabfish "a correspondence with some 
handsome women who lived in the neighbourhood; 
bat understanding that I must begin by spending 
a good deal of money upon them, I bridled my 
desires, and feeling still a strong inclinatiorf for 
travelling, after having seen every thing that was 
carious in Toledo, I left it one morning by break 
of day, and took the road to Cuenca, with an in- 
tention to go ^o Arragon. On the second day of 
my joumejMA went into an inn on the road, and 
it cBira 




as I sat oKira to refresh myself, a company of 
plioldiers belonging to the holy brotherhood came 

IJn, and calling for wine, fell to drinking. While 
they were over their cups, I heard them describe 
"^ young man i/Hiom they had orders to apprehend. 
Jitoak gentleAian (said one of them) is not more 
0^m! twenty years of age, has long black hair, a 
f^R shape, an aquiline nose, and is mounted on a 
bay horse." 

I listened without seeming to give attention to 
what they said, and truly I did not concern myself 
much about the matter. Leaving them in the inn, 
I set forward on my ^journey, and had not walked 
a quarter of a league, when I met a young gentle- 
man of a good mien, mounted on a chesnut-colour- 
ed horse. ** Upon my faith ! (said I to myself) this 
is the man whom the soldiers are in search of: he 
has long black huir, and an aquiline nose. I must 
do him a good office. Sir, (said I to him) give me 
leave to ask, whether or not you have some affair 
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of honour on your hands ?" The young gendeman, 
without making any reply, looked earnestly at 
me, and seemed surprised at my question. Upon 
which, I assured him, that it was not out of cu- 
riosity that 1 had addressed him in this manner ; 
and he was very well convinced of it, when I told 
him what I had overheard at the inn. ^' Generous 
stranger, (said he) I will not deny that I have i 

reason to believe myself the person whom those 
soldier's want to apprehend ; and therefore will 
take another road in order to avoid them." " It 
is my opinion (I replied) that we should immedi- 
ately seek some place where you may be secure, 
and where we may be sheltered from that storm 
which I see brewing in the air, and which will 
burst very soon." At that instant we discovered 
and repaired to a tufted alley of trees that con- 
ducted us to the foot of a mountain where we 
found an hermitage. 

It was a large deep grotto that tim^ad scooped 
in the rock, to which the art of rikaffiad added a 
kind of front, built of pebbles and shell-work, an^^ 
quite covered with turf: the adjacent field was 
strewed with a thousand sorts of flowers which 
perfumed the air, and, hard by the grotto, we per 
ceived a little opening in the rock, from whej^ 
issued, with an agreeable noise, a spring of ^^|^ 
that run winding along a meadow. At the^H^ 
trance of this solitary habitation appeared a holy 
hermit stooping under the weight of old age, sup- 
porting himself with a staff in one hand, and hold- 
ing in the other a rosary of large beads, composed 
of twenty courses at least. His head was buried 
in a brown woollen cap with long ears, and his 
beard, more white than snow, came down to his 
middle. When we approached him, '' Father, (said 
I) be so good as to favour us with shelter from the . 
impending storm." '* Enter, my children, (replied 
the anchorite, after having observed me attentively) 
this hermitage is at your service ; and you may stay 
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here as long as you please. As for your horse, 
(added he, pointing to the forepart of his habita- 
tion) he will be very well accommodated in that 
place.'' The gentleman who accompanied me dis- 
posed of his beast accordingly, and then we follow- 
ed the old man into the grotto, which as soon as 
we had entered, a great shower fell, mingled with 
flashes of lightning and dreadful claps of thunder. 
The hermit fell on his knees before an image of 
St. Pacomo,* which was glued to the wall, and we 
followed his example. Mean while, the thunder 
ceased, and we got up ; but as the rain continued, 
and the day was far spent, *' My children, (said 
the old man) I would not advise you to proceed 
<Mi your journey in such weather, unless you have 
tome pressing aiffair." The young man and I re- 
plied, that we had none that hindered us from 
halting ; and that, if we were not afraid of incom- 
moding him, we would beg leave to pass the night 
in his liermilKe. << You won't incommode me in 
the least, (said the hermit) but will have reason to 
complain of your lodging ; for you must lie hard, 
and I have nothing to offer you but anchorite's 
fare." 

So sa3ring, the holy man made us sit down at a 
amall table, and presenting us with a few onions, 
It jNTUst of bread, and a pitcher of water, " My sons, 
(said he) you see my usual repast ; but to-day I will 
commit an excess out of regard to you." He then 
brought a little cheese, with two handfuls of fil- 
berds, and spread them upon the table. The young 



* St Pacomo was an iEgrptian, who lived in the fourth 
century, and founded several monasteries, consisting of be- 
tween twelve and sixteen hundred monks each : his faith is 
said to have be^ so effectual, that he walked among ser- 
pents, unhurt ; and when he had occasion to cross the Nile, 
was trtmsported from one side to the other on the back of 
a crocx>diIa. 
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man, who had no great appetite, did not much 
honour to the feast ; upon which, the hermit ob- 
served to him, ^' I perceive that you are accustom- 
ed to better tables than mine, or rather, that sen- 
suality has corrupted your natural taste. I have 
been in the world, as you are now ; the most de- 
licate viands, the most exquisite ragouts, were not 
too good for my palate : but since I have lived in 
solitude, I have retrieved the former purity of my 
taste, and at present can relish nothing but roots, 
fruits, milk ; in a word, that which composed the 
nourishment of our first parents." 

While he spoke in this manner, the young man 
sunk into a profound reverie, which the hermit 
perceiving, "My son, (said he to him) you have an 
oppression on your spirits ; may I not know the 
cause f unbosom yourself to me. It is not curiosi- 
ty, but charity alone that animates my request I 
am of age to give advice ; and perhaps your situa- 
tion requires it." Yes, father, (replied the cava- 
lier, with a sigh) I have, doubtless, occasion foi 
advice, and I will follow yours, since you are so 
good as to offer it. I believe, I run no risk in dis- 
covering myself to a man of your character." " No, 
ray son, (said the senior) you have nothing to feai 
on that score, and may safely trust me with any 
secret." In this confidence, the cavalier spoke as 
follows 
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I WILL conceal nothing from you, father, noi 

from the other gentleman who hears me ; for, after 

; the generosity he shewed, I should be to blame to 

i distrust him. Listen, therefore, to my misfortunes. 

' I was born in Madrid, and my origin is this : — ^An 



ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS. 38 

officer of tbe German guards, caUed the Baron de 
Steinbacli, going home one evening, perceived a 
bundle of white linen at the foot of the staircase. 
He took it up and carried it to his wife's apart- 
ment, where he found it to be a new-bom infant 
wrapped hi very handsome swaddling-clothes; with 
a billet importing that it belonged to persons of qua- 
lity, who would one day make themselves known ; 
and that it had been baptized by the name of Al- 
phonso. I am that unhappy infant, and this is all 
that I know of my birth and parentage : sacrificed 
to honour or infidelity, I know not whether my 
mother exposed me, in order to conceal a disho- 
nourable flame ; or seduced by a perjured lover, 
found herself under the cruel necessity of disown- 
ing the fruit of her womb. 

Be that as it will, the Baron and the lady were 
touched with my situation; and, as they had no 
children of their own, determined to educate me 
under the name of Don Alphonso, As I advanced 
in years, their attachment to me increased: my 
flattering and complaisant behaviour attracted their 
caresses every moment : in a word, I had the good 
fortune to make myself beloved ; they gave me all 
kinds of masters ; my education became their only 
study; and, far from expecting impatiently that 
my parents would discover themselves, they seem- 
ed, on the contrary, to wish that my birth would 
always remain a secret. As soon as the Baron 
found me able to carry arms, he entered me in the 
service, procured for me an ensign's commission, 
ordered my small equipage to be got ready ; and, 
to animate me the more to seek occasions of ac- 
quiring glory, he represented to me, that the career 
of honour was open to every body ; and that in 
war' I might obtain a name the more glorious, as I 
should owe it to myself alone. At the same time, 
he revealed the secret of my birth, which he had 
hitherto concealed from my knowledge. As I pass- 
ed for his son in Madrid, and effectually believed 
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myself to be so, I own this piece of informatioii 
gave me a good deal of pain : I could not then, 
nor cannot now think of it without shame; for. 
the more my sentiments seemed to argue me of ^ 
noble origin, the greater my confusion was to see 
myself abandoned by those who gave me being. 

I went to serve in the Low Countries ; but the 
peace being concluded soon after, and Spain rid of 
her enemies, though not of those who envied her 
prosperity, I returned to Madrid, where I received 
fresh marks of tenderness from the Baron and his 
lady. About two months after my return, a little 
page came into my room one morning, and pre- 
sented to me a billet, conceived pretty nearly in 
these words ; '^ I am neither ugly nor ill-shaped ; 
and yet you see me frequency at the window, 
without paying homage with your eyes. This be- 
haviour but ill answers your gallant appearance ; 
and piques me so much, that I wish I could inspire 
you with love, to be revenged on your indiffer- 



ence." 



Having read this billet, I did not doubt that it 
came from a widow called Leonora, who lived 
opposite to our house, and had the reputation of 
being very coquettish. I interrogated the page, 
who was od the reserve at first, but in consideration 
of a ducat which I slipt into his hand, he satisfied 
my curiosity ; and even undertook to carry an an- 
swer, by which I informed his mistress, that 1 
acknowledged my crime, and was already seillible 
of her b^ing more than half revenged. 

I was not at all insensible of this kind of con- 
quest; I kept the house all that day, and took 
great care to be always- at the window, that 1 
might observe the lady, who did not forget to 
shew herself at her's. I made love to her in dumb 
shew, she answered my signals, and next mominjg 
let me know by her page, that if I would be in the 
street betwixt eleven and twelve at night, I might 
converse with her at a parlour window. Though 
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I did not find myself very much in love with such 
a forward widow, I did not fail to return a very 
passionate answer, and to wait for night with as 
much impatience as if I had been violently smit- 
ten. In the evening, I went out to walk in the 
Prado till the hour of assignation ; and was no 
sooner arrived at that place, than a man mounted 
on a fine horse alighted hard by me, and accosting 
me hastily, said, " Are not you ^ the son of Baron 
Steinbach f " When I replied in the affirmative, 
**You are the person, (said he) who intends to 
converse with Leonora at her window. Her page 
has shewn me her letters and your answers, and 1 
have followed you this evening, from your own 
bouse hither, to let you know that you have a 
rival whose pride is very much mortified in being 
obliged to dispute a heart with such a one as yon. 
I believe I need say no more ; we are now in a 
private place. Let us draw therefore, unless, to 
avoid the chastisement I prepare for you, you will 
promise to break off all correspondence with Leo- 
nora. You must either sacrifice to me the hopes 
you have conceived, or forfeit your life immedi- 
ately." '< You ought then (said I to him) to have 
requested, not demanded that sacrifice ; I might, 
perhaps, have granted it to your entreaty, but I 
refuse it to your threats." 

" 'Tis very well, (he replied, after having tied 
his horse to a tree) draw then : it does not become 
a person of my quality to stoop so low as to entreat 
a man of your station : most people of my rank, in 
tlie same case, would have revenged themselves in 
a less honourable way." I was shocked with these 
last words, and seeing his sword already unsheath- 
ed, drew mine also : we attacked one another with 
such fury, that the combat did not last long : whe- 
ther he behaved with too much heat, or I had 
more skill, I know not, but I gave him a mortal 
thrust, upon which I saw him stagger and fall. 
Whereupon, minding my own safety (mly, I mount- 
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ed his horse, and took the road to Toledo. I durst 
not return to the Baron's house, being well assured 
that my adventure would very much afflict him, 
and when I considered the danger in which I was, 
I thought I could not get out of Madrid too soon. 

In the midst of the most melancholy reflections, 
I rode the remaining part of the night, and all the 
morning ; but towards noon was obliged to halt, in 
order to give my horse some rest, and avoid the 
beat of the day, which grew insupportable. I tar- 
ried, therefore, in a village, till sun-set, after which 
I continued my journey, resolving to make but one 
stage to Toledo. I had got two leagues beyond 
lUescas, when, towards midnight, I was surprised 
in the middle of a field, with just such another 
storm as fell to-day ; upon which I drew near the 
wall of a garden that I perceived at the distance 
of a few paces, and not finding a more convenient 
shelter, stood with my horse as close as I could to 
the door of a summer-house situated at the end 
of the wall, over which there was a balcony. As 
I leaned against the door, I perceived it open, 
which I ascribed to the negligence of servants ; and 
alighting, less out of curiosity than for the sake of 
being better screened from the rain, which did not 
fail to incommode me while I remained under the 
balcony, I entered the ground-floor of the summer- 
house, with my horse, which I led by the bridle. 

I employed myself during the tempest in observ- 
ing the place, and though I could distinguish no- 
thing but by the lightning that flashed around, *t 
was easy to perceive that the house could not be 
long to a vulgar owner. I expected still that the 
rain would cease, intending to proceed on my 
journey; but a great light that I observed at a 
distance, made me change my resolution. Leaving 
my horse in the summer-house, the door of which 
I took care to secure, I advanced towards the 
light, persuaded that there was still somebody in 
the house, not yet gone to bed, and resolved to 
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desire lodging for that night. Having crossed se- 
veral walks, I arrived at a saloon, the door of 
which I found open also ; I entered it, and when 
I had observed all the magnificence of the place, 
by the light of a fine crystal branch, I no longer 
doubted that I was in the house of some rich no- 
bleman. The pavement was of marble, the wain- 
scot very handsome, and curiously gilt, the cornices 
of admirable workmanship, and the ceiling painted 
by the most skilful masters : but what I took parti- 
cular notice of, was an infinite number of busts of 
Spanish heroes, supported on pedestals of jasper, 
au round the saloon. I had leisure enough to 
consider all these things ; for though I listened 
attentively from time to time, I neither heiard the 
least noise, nor saw a living creature appear. 

There being on one side of the saloon a door 
unbolted, I half opened it, and perceived a range 
of rooms, the last of which only was lighted.-— 
<< What shall I do ? (said I to myself) shall I re- 
turn, or boldly penetrate to that room .^" I con- 
cluded that the most judicious step would be to 
return as I came. But I could not resist my cu- 
riosity, or rather the force of destiny that dragged 
me along : I advanced from one room to another, 
until I arrived at that in which was the light, that 
is, a taper burning on a marble table, in a silver 
candlestick gilt. I at first observed very hand- 
some and gay summer furniture, but in a little 
time, casting my eyes upon a bed, the furtains of 
which were hajf drawn on account of the heat, I 
saw an object that attracted my whole attention. 
This was a young lady, who, notwithstanding the 
noise of the thunder, lay in a profound sleep. I 
approached her softly, and by the light of the 
taper discovered a complexion and features that 
quite dazzled me. My heart took the alarm at the 
sight! I felt my soul smitten and transported; 
but whatever emotions agitated my breast, the 
opinion which I had of her high rank hindered me 
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from enteruining the least rash thought, and re- 
spect prevailed over inclination. 

While I glutted myself with the pleasure of 
contemplating her beauty, she awoke ; and you 
may guess what was her surprise when she saw a 
man whom she did not know in her bedchamber at 
midnight She trembled when she perceived me, 
and shrieked aloud ; while I endeavoured to re- 
move her fear, by kneeling before her, and saying, 
** Madam, be not afraid : I come not hither to do 
you the least injury." I was going on, but her 
consternation was such that she did not hear me. 
She called her woman several tiines, but nobody 
answering, she put on a thin night-gown which lay 
at her bed's feet, got up hastily, and went into the 
rooms that I had crossed, still calling her maids, 
and a younger sister who lived under her care* 
I expected to see all her servants appear, and had 
reason to apprehend that, without being heard, I 
should meet with very disagreeable treatment ; but 
luckily for me, she called to no purpose ; nobody 
came but an old domestic, who could not have 
given her much assistance, had she had any thii^ 
to fear. Nevertheless, growing more resolute by 
his presence, she asked, with a haughty air, who 
I was, and how, and for what reason, I had the 
boldness to enter her house f I then began to 
justify myself, and had no sooner told her that I 
found the door of the summer-house opeki, than 
she exclaiAed, " Just heaven ! what do I presage !'' 

So saying, she seized the lig^t, and searching all 
the rooms, one after another, could see neither her 
maids nor her sister, but even observed that they 
had carried off all their baggage. Her suspicions 
appearing now but too plain, she returned to me, 
and said, with a great deal of emotion, ^ Perfidious 
wretch! add not dissimulation to treachery. It 
was not chance that brought thee here. Thou art 
one of the followers of Don Fernando de Levva, 
and an associate in his crime : but don't think to 
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escape, I have still people enough to secure thee." 
-—'* Madam (answered I) do not confound me widi 
your enemies. I know no such person as Don 
Fernando de Leyva, and am even ignorant of your 
name and quality. I am an unfortunate man, whom 
an afiair of honour hath obliged to leave Madrid ; 
and I swear by all that is sacred, I would not have 
entered your house, had it not been for the storm 
that surprised me! Judge, therefore, more favour- 
ably of me, and, instead of believing me an accom- 
plice in the outrage you have suffered, think me 
rather disposed to revenge it." These last words, 
and the tone with which they were pronouuced, 
appeased the lady, who seemed to look upon me 
no longer as her enemy : but, if her indignation 
vanished, it was only to make room for her grief. 
She wept bitterly ; I was melted by her tears, and 
no less afflicted than she, although I did not know 
the cause of her sorrow. I not only wept with 
her, but, impatient to revenge her wrongs, was 
seized with a transport of fury. '* Madam (cried I) 
what injury havej'ou received? Speak ! I espouse 
your resentment. Shall I pursue Don Fernando, 
and stab him to the heart f Name all those whom 
you would have sacrificed. Command my services. 
Whatever dangers, whatever misfortunes may be 
attached to your vengeance, that stranger, whom 
you thought confederate with your enemies, will 
tempt them all for your sake." 

This transport surprised the lady, and stopped 
the course of her tears. " Ah, Sir ' (said she) par- 
don my suspicion, on account of the cruel situa- 
tion in which I am. These generous sentiments 
have undeceived Seraphina, and even freed me 
from the shame of seeing a stranger witness to the 
afiront put upon my family. — Yes, generous un- 
known ! I acknowledge my error, and am far from 
rejecting your assbtance ; but I ask not the death 
of Don Fernando."— *< Well, Madam (I replied) 
what servicei can you expect of me f"-»<< Sir (an- 
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swered Seraphina) the cause of my complaint fs 
this : Don Fernando de Leyva is in love with my 
sbter Julia, whom he saw by accident at Toledo, 
where we usually live. — Three months ago he asked 
her in marriage of the Count de Polan, my father, 
who refused his consent, on account of an old en- 
mity subsisting between our families. — My sister, 
not yet fifteen years of age, must have been weak 
enough to follow the advice of my women, whom 
Don Fernando has, doubtless, bribed to his interest ! 
and he, informed of our being by ourselves in this 
country-house, has taken this opportunity of carry- 
ing her off. — I want therefore to know what retreat 
he has chosen for her, that my father and brother, 
who have been at Madrid these two months, may 
take their measures accordingly. In the name of 
God ! (added she) give yourself the trouble of 
traversing the neighbourhood of Toledo, and of 
making an exact enquiry about the ravisher : — my 
family will be eternally indebted to you for the 
favour." 

The lady did not consider that the employment 
which she prescribed for me but ill agreed with the 
circumstances of a man who could not get out of 
Castile too soon. — But how was it possible for her 
to make this reflection, which did not even occur 
to me } Charmed with the happiness of finding 
myself necessary to the most amiable person in 
the world, I accepted the commission with a trans- 
port of joy, and promised to acquit myself with 
equal diligence and zeal. In effect, I did not wait 
for day, in order to go and accomplish my purpose; 
but quitted Seraphina on the instant, conjuring her 
to pardon me for the fright I had occasioned, and 
assuring her that she should hear news of me in a 
very little time. — I went out as I had come in : 
but so much engrossed by the lady, that it was not 
difficult for me to perceive I was already captivated 
by- her beauty : I was the more confirmed in this, 
by the eagerness I felt in serving her, and the 
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amorous chimeras which my imagination prodaced. 
1 fancied that Seraphina, although possessed by 
her sorrow, had observed my growing passion, and 
beheld it, perhaps, not without some pleasure : I 
even imagined, that if I could bring her any news 
of her sister, and the aflair should turn out ac- 
cording to her wish, the whole would redound to 
my honour. 

Don Alphonso, interrupting the thread of his 
story in this place, said to the old hermit, '* I beg 
pardon, father, if, too full of my passion, I enlarge 
upon circumstances which are, doubtless, tedious 
to you." — "No, my son (replied the anchorite) 
they are far from being tedious : I am even pleased 
to know how far you are smitten by this young 
lady of whom you talk, that I may regulate my 
advice accordingly." 

My imagination heated with these flattering 
ideas (resumed the young man) I searched two 
days for Julia's ravisher : but it was to no purpose 
for me to make all imaginable enquiry : 1 could 
not discover the least traces of him. Very much 
mortified at having reaped no fruit from my re- 
searches, 1 returned to Seraphina, whom I expected 
to find in the utmost anxiety : but she was much 
more tranquil than I imagined, and informed me 
that she had been more lucky than I ; that she 
knew what was become of her sister, having re- 
ceived a letter from Don Fernando himself, import- 
ing, that being privately married to Julia, he had 
E laced her in a convent at Toledo. " I have sent 
is letter to my father (added Seraphina.) I hope 
the afiair will terminate in an amicable manner, 
and that a solemn marriage will in a short time 
extinguish the hatred which has so long divided 
our families." 

When the lady had made me acquainted with 
her sister's fate, she made an apology for the trou- 
ble she had given me, and the danger to wliich she 
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might have imprudently exposed me, by engaging 
me to pursue a ravisher, without remembering that 
I had told her I was obliged to fly on account of 
an aflTair of honour. She excused herself, there- 
fore, in the most obliging terms, and, as I had 
need of rest, carried me into the saloon, where we 
sat down together. She wore a loose gown of 
white tafiety with black stripes, and a little hat of 
the same stuff, with a black plume of feathers, 
which made me guess that she was a widow, 
though she appeared so young, that I did not 
know what to think of her condition. 

If I longed for an explanation on this head, 
she was no less desirous of knowing who I was ; 
and accordingly begged that I would tell her my 
name, not doubting (as she said) that, by my noble 
air, and still more, the generous pity that made 
roe enter so warmly into her int.'^rests, I belonged 
to some considerable family. The question em- 
barrassed me not a little; I blushed, was con- 
founded, and own, that, being less ashamed to lie 
than to tell the truth, I answered, I was the son 
of the Baron de Steinbach, an officer of the German 
guards. " Tell me, likewise ^replied the lady) for 
what reason you quitted Madrid. I offer you, be- 
forehand, all the credi of my father, as well as of 
my brother, Don Gaspard : that is the least mark 
of gratitude I can show to a gentleman who neg- 
lected the care of his own life to serve me." I 
made no difficulty of recounting to her all the 
circumstances of my duel ; upon which she blamed 
the gentleman whom I had slain, and promised to 
interest her whole family in my favour. 

When I had satisfied her curiosity, I begged her 
to gratify mine, and asked whether her faith was 
free or plighted. " Three years ago (she replied) 
my father obliged me to marry Don Diego de Lara, 
and I have been a widow fifteen months." — *^ Ma- 
dam (said I) what misfortune has deorived you of 
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^ur husband so soon ?" — " I will tell you, Sir 
(resumed the lady) in return for the confidence 
you have reposed in me. 

*' Don Diego deLara was a very genteel cavalieri 
who entertained the most violent passion for me, 
and, in order to please me, put in practice, every 
day, all that the most tender and passionate lover 
could invent, to make himself agreeable to the 
object of his flame ; but, though he possessed a 
thousand good qualities, he could never touch my 
heart. Love is not always the effect of assiduities 
and distinguished merit. Alas ! (added she^ an 
utter stranger often enchants us at first sight. 
Well, it was not in my power to love him ; more 
confounded than charmed with the tokens of his 
tenderness, to which I was forced to make returns 
without inclination; though I, in secret, taxed 
mjTself with ingratitude. I likewise found my own 
situation very unhappy. Unluckily for him, as 
well as me, his delicacy was still greater than his 
love. He discovered in my actions and discourse 
the most secret emotions of my breast, and dived 
to the very bottom of niv soul. He complained 
incessantly of my indifi^rence, and deemed him- 
self the more unhappy in being unable to please 
me, because he very well knew that there was no 
rival in his way : for I was scarce sixteen years 
old, and, before he offered me his hand, he had 
gained over all my women, who assured him that 
no man had as yet attracted my regard. ' Tes, 
Seraphina (he would often say) I wish you had 
been prepossessed in favour of another, and that 
alone were the cause of your indifference to me : 
my assiduities and your own virtue would triumph 
over that prejudice ; but I despair of making a 
conquest of your heart, since it remains untouched 
by all the love I have shown.' Tired with hearing 
him repeat the same discourse, I told him, that^ 
instead of troubling his repose and mine by too 
much delicacy, he would do well to leave his 
C Vol. II. 4 
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grievances to time. And, truly, one of my age 
was not capable of relishing the refinements of 
such a delicate passion, so that Don Diego ought 
to have taken my advice : but seeing a whole year 
elapsed, without his being farther advanced than 
the first day, he Lost his patience, or rather his 
reason : and, pretending to have an affair of con-^ 
sequence at court, departed to serve as a volunteer 
in the Low Countries, where he soon found in 
battle that which he went to seek — I mean the end 
of his torments and life." 

After the lady had favoured me with this rela- 
tion, the singular character of her husband became 
the subject of our discourse : in which we were 
interrupted by the arrival of a courier, who deli- 
vered to Seraphina a letter from the count de 
Polan. She asked my permission to read it, and I 
observed, that while she perused it, she grew pale 
and trembled. After having read it, she lifted up 
her eyes to heaven, heaved a profound sigh, and 
her face was in a moment covered with tears. I 
could not behold her grief with tranquillity : I was 
greatly disturbed ; and, as if I had presaged the 
cruel stroke I was to suffer, felt myself chilled 
with a mortal fear. *' Madam (said I, with a faU 
tering voice) may I ask what are the fatal contents 
of that letter?" — " There, Sir (replied Seraphina in 
a melancholy manner, giving me the paper) read 
yourself what my father writes. Alas! you are 
but too much concerned." 

I was confounded at her words, and, trembling 
while I took the letter, read : 

" Your brother Don Gaspard fought yesterday 
in the Prado,* where he received a mortal thrust, 
of which he died this day ; having declared, in his 
last moments, that the person who killed him is 



* Prado (which signifSes a meadow) is the public walk at 
Madrid, as the park is at London. 



ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS. dl 

the son of Baron de Steinbach, an officer of the 
German guards. — ^What adds to the misfortune is, 
that the murderer has escaped me by flight : but 
wheresoever he conceals himself, I shall spare no 
pains to find him out; for which purpose I will 
write to some governors, who will not fail to ap- 
prehend him, if he passes through the towns of 
their jurisdiction ; and by letters directed to other 
people, I will cause all the roads to be blocked up. 

" The Count de Polan." 

You may easily conceive how all my faculties 
were disordered by this billet. I remained for 
some moments without motion or power of speech ; 
and even in tlie midst of this depression, perceiv- 
ing what a fatal obstruction the death of Don 
Gaspard would be to my love, was seized with the 
most violent despair ! I tlurew myself at the feet 
of Seraphina, and presenting my naked sword, 
'^ Madam (said I) spare the Count de Polan the 
trouble of finding out a man, who might conceal 
himself from his resentment. Revenge your bro- 
ther, by sacrificing his murderer with your own 
hand. — Strike, Madam, and let the same sword 
that deprived liim of life become fatal to his un- 
fortunate adversary." — " Sir (replied Seraphina, 
afiected with my behaviour) I loved Don Gaspard ; 
therefore, although you killed him honourably, and 
he brought his misfortune upon himself, you may 
be assured I enter into the resentment of my fa- 
ther. Yes, Don Alphonso, I am your enemy, and 
will act against you every thing that the ties of 
blood and friendship can require : but I will not 
take the advantage of your bad fortune, which lias 
put you in my power. — jTbe^trmeTiwibuT'^thar 
arms" "^^j^gai'ist^ j^ouj hinders me from ta k i n g^a 
base reven ge. The rights of lipspitality ought to 
be uivTolaDle, an<f "Iherclore. X will not repay tlie 
service you have done me with the conduct of an 
assassin.— Fly, then ; elude, if you can, bur'pur- 
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suit and the rigour of the laws, and save your life 
from the danger that threatens it" 

" How, Madam ! (I replied) when you can re- 
venge yourself, do you leave it to the laws, which 
may perhaps balk your resentment? Ah! rather 
pierce the heart of a miserable wretch, who does 
not deserve your forbearance ! No, Madam, do 
not honour me with such a noble and generous 
proceeding. — ^Tou know not who I am : though I 
pass in Madrid for the son of the Baron de Stein- 
bach, I am no other than an unfortunate foundling, 
whom he has brought up, out of pure compassion * 
I do not even know the authors of my being." — 
'^ No matter (said Seraphina, interrupting me with 
precipitation, as if my last words had given her 
new pain) were you the lowest of mankind, I will 
do what honour prescribes." — "Well, Madam (said 
I) since the death of a brother cannot provoke you 
to shed my blood, I will incense you by a new 
crime, the audacity of which, I hope, you will not 
excuse — I adore you — I could not behold your 
charms without being dazzled with them ; and, in 
spite of the obscurity of my fate, had entertained 
the hope of making you mine for ever. I was so 
much in love, or rather so vain, as to flatter myself 
that heaven (which perhaps favours me by keeping 
my origin concealed) would disclose it to me one 
day, when I should be able to tell you my name 
without a blush. — ^After this confession, which in- 
jures you so much, do you still hesitate in punish- 
ing me ?" — " This rash declaration (replied the 
lady) would, doubtless, offend me at another time, 
but I pardon it, in consideration of your present 
agitation : besides, my own anxiety will not permit 
tne to attend to such discourse. Once more, Don 
Alphonso (added she, shedding some tears) lesive' 
this place, fly from a house you have filled with 
sorrow ; for every moment you stay increases my 
aflliction." — " Madam, I will no longer resist (said 
I, rising) I must banish myself from you; but udnk 
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not that, studious of preserving a life which is 
odious to you, I will go and seek an asylum where 
I can be secure. — ^No, no ! I devote myself to your 
resentment — I will go to Toledo, wait with impa- 
tience for the fate you decree, and, exposing my- 
self to your pursuit, advance willingly towards the 
end of my misfortunes." 

So saying, I withdrew : my horse was brought 
out for me, and I repaired to Toledo,* where I 
staid a whole week; and, truly, was at so little 
pains to conceal myself, that I dont know how I 
escaped being taken ; for I cannot believe that the 
Count de Polan, whose chief care was to shut up 
all the passages against me, would imagine that! 
could not pass through Toledo. — In fine, I yester- 
day left that city, where I seemed to be tired of 
liberty ; and without keeping any certain road, am 
come to this hermitage, like a man who has no- 
thing to fear. — ^You see, father, what engrosses my 
thoughts, and I crave the assistance of your advice. 



CHAPTER 



Alphonso having ended the melancholy nar- 
ration of his misfortunes, the old hermit said to 
him, << Son, you have been very imprudent in stay- 
ing so long at Toledo. I look upon all you have 

* Toledo, situated on the Tagus, is the capital of New 
Castile, the seat of an archbishop, primate of all Spain : it 
was formerly famous for a circus, capable of containing 
150,000 people. There is a great manufacture of silk ana 
woolen stiiiu in this city ; in which, too, are made the best 
blades in the world: whence a good sword is frequently 
oJlcd a Toledo. 
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recounted in a light very different from that in 
which you see it, and your passion for Seraphina 
is, in my opinion, pure madness. Believe me, vbu 
must forget tliat young lady, who cannot possibly 
be yours. — YiplH^)iPrpfftry^ with a^ood grace to 
the obstacles that separate yop from her, aucTipl- 
low your i^r'*:tin^^p|^}j^''^n all l^kelLhood | will 

l^j[^0&tlimlgss^find some otlier young lady, who will 
make the same impression upon your heart, and 
whose brother you have not slain." 

He was going to add a great many other things, 
in order to exhort Don Alphonso to have patience; 
when we saw another hermit, loaded with a wallet, 
well stuffed, enter ihe hermitage. He was come 
from the town of Cuenca, where he had made a 
very successful gathering ; seemed younger than his 
companion, and wore a red bushy beard. " Wel- 
come, brother Antonio (said the old anchorite to 
him) what news from town ?" — " Bad enough (an- 
swered the red-haired brother, putting a letter in 
his hand) that billet will inform you." The senior, 
liaving opened and read it with a suitable atten- 
tion, cried, " God be praised ! since the plot is dis- 
covered, we must regulate our conduct accordingly. 
Let us change our stile (added he.) Signor Don 
»^{ f Alph p a soi yW *gce"<i^an exposed like yourself to 
^^•>C^''^ I t h£ yaprice of fortune^ I am informed from Cu- 
^ ^ . • * ' enca, which is a town about a league from this, 

f^ that somebody has done me an ill office with jus- 

tice ; all the agents of which are to set out to-mor- 
row for this hermitage, in order to secure my per- 
son : but they shan't find the hare in the gin. — 
This is not the first time that I have been in such 
jdilemmas. — ^Thank God, I have almost always ex- 
[tricated myself in another shape ; for such as you 
|-see me, I am neither an old man nor -an-liecmit." 

So Baying, he stripped himself of a long robe 

I which he wore, and appeared in a doublet of black 

serge with slashed sleeves. — ^Then he pulled off his 
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ca p, untied a string that supported his false bear d, 

Rfiri^ all of a^ jiiHdgiv^as sTinieri the flgrure of a i^ n 

betw^trtwen tynSiJ thirty years of age . Brother 

is example, quitted his hermit's habit, 
rid himself of his red beard in the same manner as 
his companion had done, and took out of an old 
worm-eaten coffer a shabby short cassock, with 
which he clothed himself. — ^But you may guess my 
surprize, when, in the person of the old anchorite, 
I r.ecollected Signor Don Raphael ; and in that of 
brother Antony, my most dear and faithful valet, 
Ambrose de Lamela ! — " Good God ! (cried I, im- 
mediately) I find myself among my acquaintances 
here." — "True, Signor Gil Bias (said Raphael, 
smiling) you have found two of your friends when 
you least expected it I confess you have some 
reason to complain of us ; but let us forget what 
is past, and thank heaven for our meeting again. 
Ambrose and I make a tender of our services ; ana 
I can tell you they are not to be despised. _£fiUL 
must not think us the worsf t of tnanUi^H ; ^p npj . 
jh s r n i i i ftttlt HOT aflott s cinatc i ..we seek. .only to live 

at^fhp^PTp^nrP of niir nf jghb^"*'*' j flP^ if thefTbe 

!a crime, necessity excuses the inj ustice. Ass ociate 
witTT^ usV^^^J'Tea d a rambTing'file, "^icITls ^ ex- 
tremely agreeable^, when conducted.Jjdth.4}ruilfiace ; 
not but, with all our sagacity^L the chain of second 
causes Ts Sometimes sucB^ that wp mpp^ with 1'"- 
lucKyaxhrentures ! What then ! we enjoy the good 
^vTHTtt bellur rttlsh on that very account. — We^ 
are, hardene d against ^ inconstant weather, and agr 



'customed to the vicissitudes ol fortune.^ 



" Signor Cavalier (added the talse hermit, speak- 
ing to Don Alphonso) we make the same proposal 
to you, which, considering your present situation, 
I think you ought not to reject ; for, not to mention 
the affair that obliges you to conceal yourself, you 
must certainly be in want of money." — " Yes, truly, 
(said Don Alphonso) and that, [ own, increases my 
chagrin." — " Well then, (replied Raphael) don't 
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leave us ; you cannot do better than to join your 
fortune to ours ; you shall want nothing : and we 
will baffle all the search of your enemies. We 
know almost every inch of Spain, having travelled 
over it ; and are acquainted with the wOods, moun- 
tains, and every place proper for an asylum against 
the brutality of justice." Don Alphonso thanked 
them for their good will, and being actually with- 
out money or resource, resolved to bear them com- 
pany. I came t^^Jthe same dete rmination, becau se 
11 would not j eaye the yoang^gehXlemany for wEoni 
ll felt a giwing jnendsljip. 

^'Having agreed To go all together, we began to 
deliberate, whether we should set out that instant, 
or, first of all, give some assaults to a full bottle 
of excellent wine, which brother Antony, the day 
before, had brought from Cuenca ; but Raphael, as 
a man of the greatest experience among us, repre- 
sented that, before every thing else, we must think 
of our safety. He was of opinion, therefore, that 
we should march all night, in order to gain a very 
thick wood between Villardesa and Almodabar, in 
which we should halt, and, being perfectly secure, 
spend the day in taking our repose. This advice 
being approved, the false hermits made two bundles 
of their baggage and provisions, and laid them 
in equilibrio on Don Alphonso's horse. This was 
done with great expedition ; after which we quitted 
the hermitage, lesrving as a prey to justice the two 
hermit's robes, with the white and red beards, two 
pallets, a table, a rotten chest, two old straw-bot- 
tomed chairs, and the image of St. Pacomo. 

We walked all night, and began to feel ourselves 
very much fatigued, when, at day-break, we per- 
ceived tlie wood to which we were bound. The 
tight of a port gives new vigour to the sailors tired 
with a long voyage ! — We accordingly took cou- 
rage, and at last arrived at the end of our journey 
before sun-rise. Penetrating into the thickest part 
of the wood, we stopped at a very agreeable qK>t 
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upon a small glade, surrounded with a good many 
tall oaks, the branches of which, meeting, formed 
an umbrageous arch, impervious to the heat of the 
day. Here we unbridled the horse to let him feed 
(after we had unloaded him,) and sitting down to- 
gether, took out of brother Antony's wallet some 
large pieces of bread, with a good many slices of 
roasted meat, and began to attack them as if for a 
wager. Nevertheless, in spite of our appetites, we 
often left off eating to embrace the bottle, which 
incessantly circulated, passing from the clasp of 
one into the embraces of another. 

Towards the end of the repast, Don Raphael 
said to Don Alphonso, ^' Signor Cavalier, after the 
confidence you have honoured me with, it is but 
just that I recount to you the history of my life, 
with the same sincerity." — " It will give me great 
pleasure" ^replied the young man.) '^ And me in 
particular (said I ;) for 1 have an extreme curiosity 
to hear your adventures, which are doubtless well 
worth our attention." — " That I'll answer for, (re- 
plied Raphael) and I intend to commit them to 
writing one day. — That shall be the amusement of 
my old age ; for I am still young, and would have 
the volume enlarged : but at present we are fa- 
tigued : let us refresh ourselves with a few hours 
of sleep. While we three enjoy our rest, Ambrose 
will watch against all surprise, and then sleep in 
his turn. Though I believe we are very safe in 
this place, it is always good to be upon our guard." 
So saying, he stretched himself upon the grass, 
Don Alphonso did the same, i followed their ex- 
ample, and Lamela stood sentry. 

Don Alphonso, instead of taking some repose, 
kept himself awake with reflecting upon his mis- 
fortune ; and I could not close an eye. As for 
Don Raphael, he soon fell asleep ; but awaking an 
hour after, and seeing us disposed to listen, he 
said to Lamela, " Friend Ambrose, thou mayest 
take now a comfortable nap." <' No, no, (replied 
C 2 Vol. II. 
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Lamela) I have do inclination to sleep; and though 
I am well acquainted with all the passages of your 
life, they are so instructive for people of our pro- 
fession, that I shall he very well entertained in 
hearing them recounted once more." Don Raphael 
immediately began the history of his life in these 
terms. 
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CHAPTER I. ^ . 

AM the son of an actress at Madrid, whose name 
was Lucinda, famous for her theatrical talents, and 
still more for her gallantry. As for my father, I 
• cannot, without presumption, assume any one in 

^ particular. Tis true, I might tell wliat man of 

quality was in love with my mother when I came 
into the world, but that epocha would by no means 
be a convincing proof of his being the author of 
my birth. A woman of my mother's profession is 
so little to be trusted, that even while she appears 
the most attached to one nobleman, she almost 
always substitutes in his place some other person 
for his money. 

There is nothing like putting one's self above 
scandal : Lucinda, instead of bringing me up in 
obscurity at her own house, took me by the hand. 
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without ceremony, and carried me to the theatre 
in a very honourable manner, without giving her- 
self any trouble about the discourse that passed at 
her expence, or the malicious sneers that the sight 
of me never failed to create. In a word, I was her 
darling, and caressed by all the men that visited 
her so much, that it looked as if nature pleaded 
with them in my behalf. 

I was allowed to pass the first twelve years of 
my life in all sorts of frivolous amusements : scarce 
was I taught to read and write ; and still less pains 
were taken to initiate me in the principles of my 
religion ; I learned only to dance, sing, and play 
upon the guitar. — ^This was all I could do, when 
the Marquis de Leganez asked me as a companion 
to his only son, who was pretty much of my age. 
Lucinda willingly complied with his request, and 
it was then I began to think seriously. Young 
Lieganez was not farther advanced than I; that 
little nobleman did not seem qualified by nature 
for the sciences. He hardly knew one letter of 
the alphabet, although he had been under the in- 
struction of a preceptor fifteen months. His other 
masters succeeded no better: he exhausted their 
patience. They were not, indeed, permitted to 
use rigour ; but expressly ordered to instruct with- 
out tormenting him ; and that order, joined to his 
natural dulness, rendered all their lessons of litde 
or no efiect. 

But the preceptor invented an excellent expedi- 
ent to intimidate the young nobleman, without 
contradicting his father's order. He resolved to 
flog me, when his pupil deserved punishment ; and 
he did not fail to put his resolution in practice 
Not relishing this expedient, I ran away, and com 
plained to my mother of such unjust treatment, 
but, in spite of all her tenderness for me, she had 
strength enough to resist my tears, and considering 
that it was a great advantage for her son to live 
with the Marquis de Leganez, sent me back imme- 
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diately. I was now abandoned to the preceptor, 
who, perceiving that his invention had produced a 
good effect, continued to flog me still, instead of 
the young nobleman ; and, in order to make the 
deeper impression upon him, disciplined me with 
great severity. I was sure to pay, every day, for 
young Leganez ; and I may venture to affirm, that 
he did not learn one letter of his alphabet, which 
did not cost me an hundred lashes. Judge you 
what his rudiments stood me in. 

The birch was not the only disagreeable thing I 
suffered in this house: as every body knew me, the 
meanest servants, even the scullions, reproached 
me with my birth. This disgusted me so much, 
that I ran away one day, after having found means 
to seize the preceptor's whole stock of ready mo- 
ney, which might amount to an hundred and fifty 
ducats. Such was the vengeance I took, for the 
stripes he had so unjustly bestowed upon me. I 
performed this sleight of hand with admirable dex- 
terity, though it was my first essay ; and having 
had address to baffle the search that was made 
for me during two days, left Madrid and repaired 
to Toledo, without being pursued. 

I was then just going into my fifteenth year. 
What a pleasure it was to be independent at that 
age, and entirely master of my own actions ! I soon 
contracted acquaintance with young people, who 
polished me up, and assisted me to spend my 
ducats : I associated with knights of the post, who 
cultivated my happy disposition so well, that, in a 
little time, I became one of the most dextrous oi 
the order. At the end of five years, being seized 
with an inclination to travel, I quitted my con- 
federates, and beginning my peregrinations by 
Estremadura, went as far as Alcantara : but before 
I reached that place, finding an opportunity of 
exerting my talents, I did not let it escape. Being 
a-foot, and moreover loaded with a pretty heavy 
knapsack, I frequently halted to repose myself 
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under the trees, that offered me their shade, at a 
little distance from the highway. In one of these 
resting-places I found two lads very well dressed, 
talking merrily on the grass, while they enjoyed 
the coolness of the shade. I saluted them very 
courteously, and entered into conversation with 
them, at which they did not seem displeased. The 
eldest was not more than fifteen, and they seemed 
both to be extremely raw. " Sign or Cavalier (said 
the youngest to me) we are sons of two rich citizens 
ofPlacentia, who, longing extremely to see the 
kingdom of Portugal, in order to satisfy our curio- 
sity, have taken an hundred pistoles each from our 
parents ; and, as we travel on foot, hope to go 
a great way with that sum. What is your opinion 
of the matter .**" " If I had so much (I replied) God 
knows where I should go : I would visit the four 
comers of the world. What the devil \ two 
hundred pistoles ! 'tis an immense sum, and you'll 
never see the end of it If it be agreeable to youfi 
gentlemen Padded I) I shall have the honour of 
accompanying you as far as the city of Almeria, 
where I am going to take possession of die estate 
of an uncle, who has been settled in that place 
twenty years, or tliereabouts." 

The young citizens assured me, they would be 
glad of my company. Whereupon having rested 
ourselves a little, we set forwards all together 
towards Alcantara, where we arrived a good while 
before night, and went to lodge at a good . inn^ 
We asked for a room, and were shown into one, 
where there was a press with a key in it. Having 
bespoke supper, I proposed to my comrades that 
we should go and see the town, while it was getting 
ready. They accepted the proposal ; we locked up our 
knapsacks in the press, the key of which one of the 
citizens put in his pocket, and going out of the inn ' 
went to view the churches. While we were in the 
cathedral I pretended, all of a sudden, to have an 
affair of consequence in hand, and said to my com- 
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panions, ^^ Gentlemen, I have just recollected that 
a person of Toledo desired me to deliver a short 
message to a merchant, who lives near this church. 
Pray, wait for me here, and I'll be back in an 
instant" So saying, I left them, ran to the inn, 
flew to the chest, forced the lock, and rummaging 
the knapsacks of my young cits, found their pistoles. 
Poor children ! I did not leave them so much as 
one to pay for their night's lodging. I carried all 
off, quitted the town as fast as possible, and took P^Lu^ 
the road to Merida, without ^ying myself any ^ 

further concern about t hem . 

Thai adveniure pui me in a condition to travel 
agreeably : though I was young, I found myself 
capable of conducting myself with prudence ; and 
I may say, I was pretty old, considering my years. 
Having resolved to buy a mule, I put my resolu- 
tion in practice at the next village. I even con- 
verted my knapsack into a portmanteau, and began 
to assume a little more of the man of consequence. 
On the third day I met a man singing vespers, as 
loud as he could roar, on the highway. Judging, 
by his appearance, that he was a chanter, I accosted 
him with courage. << Signer bachelor, you sing 
purely ; your heart goes with your profession, 1 
see." — " Sir, (answered be) I am a chanter, at your 
service, and amuse myself with clearing my pipes, 
as you hear." 

In this manner we entered into conversation, and 
I perceived that I had got in company with a most 
witty and agreeable fellow, about four or five and 
twenty years old. As he travelled on foot, I made 
my mule walk slowly, that I might have the plea- 
sure of conversing with him ; and, among other 
things, the discourse turned on Toledo. " I know 
that city perfectly well (said the chanter) having 
lived a good while in it, and I believe have some 
friends there." — " In what place (answered I, in- 
terrupting him) did you live at Toledo ?" He re- 
plied, "in the New Street. I lived with Don 

Vol. II. b 
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Vincent de Buena Garra, Don Matthias de Cordel, 
and two or three more gentlemen of honour : we 
lodged, eat, and passed our time agreeably to- 
gether." These words surprised me ; for it must 
be observed, that those gentlemen, whose names 
he mentioned, were the very sharpers with whom I 
had kept company at Toledo. " Signor Chanter 
(cried 1) tliose gentlemen, whom you have named, 
are of my acquaintance, and I lived with them in 
the New Street." — " I understand you (he replied, 
smiling) diat is to say, you are entered into the 
company, since I left it three years ago." — " I have 
(said I) quitted these gendemen, because I was 
seized with an inclination to travel. I intend to 
make the tour of Spain ; knowing that I shall 
improve by experience." — " Without doubt (he 
replied) one must travel before one can have a 
finished education : it was for this reason that I 
left Toledo, where I lived very agreeably. I thank 
heaven (added he) for having met, when I least 
expected it, a knight of my own order. Let us 
cJ J \ join, travel together, make attempts on our neigh- 
Jj^- '> / hniir's p'l^'g**, ^ nd lay Tiold of evCT T^6ccsiiSl6n that 

L ^r<>^<><-»'^ 1 present§Jtsclf of^e xertiug our TEiTl:**" * 

J ' Me made tKis^proposal soT^StSEIy, and with such 

a good grace, that I accepted it. He won my con- 
fidence all of a sudden, in bestowing his upon me, 
and we unbosomed ourselves to one another. I 
recounted my history to him, and he made no 
mystery of his adventures to me ; letdng me know, 
that he was just come from Portalegro, whence an 
unsuccessful trick had obliged him to escape with 

Erecipitation in the dress he now wore. After he 
ad communicated to me his whole afiairs, we 
resolved to go to Merida together, in order to try 
our fortune, by striking some lucky stroke, if 
possible, and then immediately decamping to re- 
move elsewhere. From that moment our stock 
became common betwixt us : indeed, Moralez (so 
my companion was called) was not in a very 
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brilliant situation. His whole fortune consisted of . 
five or six ducats, with some baggage that he ' 
earned in a wallet : but, if I was richer than he 
in ready money, he, on the other hand, was more 
consummate than I in th e akt of dece iving man- ] 

kind. ^"^ ' 

"""We mounted my mule by turns, and, in this 
manner, arriving at M erida, baited at an inn in the 
suburbs, where my comrade took out of his wallet 
a dress, in which he was no sooner clothed than he 
went to take a turn through the town, reconnoitre 
the ground, and look for an opportunity of going 
to work. We considered every object that pre- 
sented itself with great attention, and, as Homer 
would have said, resembled two kites, that cast 
their eyes abroad to look for birds on which to 
prey. In short, we waited in hopes that chance 
would afford an occasion on which we might em- 
ploy our industry, when we perceived in the street 
an old grey-haired gentleman fighting against three 
men, who pushed hard at him. I was shocked at 
the inequality of the combat, and, as I am naturally 
a tilter, flew to the assistance of the old man : 
Moralez following my example, we attacked the 
gentleman's three enemies, and obliged them to 
seek their safety in flight. 

The senior was mighty thankful. " We are very 
glad (said I to him^ that we happened to be here 
so seasonably, to give you assistance : but let us 
know, at least, who we have had the good fortune 
to serve; and pray tell us for what reason those 
three men would have assassinated you." — " Gen- 
tlemen (he replied) I am too much obliged to 
refuse the satisfaction you desire. My name is 
Jerome de Moyadas, and I live on my fortune in 
this city : one oT those assassins, from whom you 
have delivered me, made love to my daughter, 
asked her of me in marriage some days ago, and, 
as he could not obtain my consent, attacked me 
sword m hand, in order to be revenged." — " And 
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may one ask (I replied) your reason for refusing 
your consent to that gentleman ?" — " I will tell you 
(said be :) I had a brother, a merchant in this city, 
whose name was Augustin; two months ago he 
was at Calatrava, and lodged at the house of Juan 
Velez de Menbrilla, his correspondent, with whom 
he was so intimate, that, in order to strengthen 
their friendship still more, he promised my only 
daughter Florentina in marriage to his son, not 
doubting that he had credit enough with me to 
perform his promise. Accordingly, my brother, 
upon his return to Merida, no sooner mentioned 
the affair, than I, out of love to him, consented to 
the marriage. He then sent Florentina's picture 
to Calatrava ; but, alas ! had not the satisfaction of 
finishing the work, for he died three weeks ago, 
conjuring me, on his death-bed, to dispose of my 
daughter to none but his correspondent's son. 
This I promised, and on this account refused 
Florentina to the gentleman who assaulted me, 
although he is a very advantageous match. I am 
a slave to my word, and every moment expect the 
son of Juan Velez de Menbrilla, on whom I will 
bestow my daughter in marriage, though I never 
saw either him or his father. I beg pardon (con- 
tinued Jerome de Moyadas) for troubling you 
with this oration : but you yourself exacted it of 



me." 



I listened to him with great attention, and re- 
solved upon a trick that struck me in the head of 
a sudden, affected great astonishment, lifted up 
my eyes to heaven, and turning towards the old 
man, said, in a pathetic tone, ''Ah, Signor 
Moyadas ! is it possible, that, on my first arrival at 
Merida, I should be so happy as to save the life of 
my father-in-law !" The old citizen was strangely 
surprised at these words, as well as Morales, who 
showed by his countenance what a great rogue be 
took me to be. " What do I hear ? (replied the 
senior.) How ! are you the son of my brother'* 
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correspondent?" — "Yes, Signor Jerome de Moya- 
das (answered I, with an audacious countenance, 
while I threw my arms about his neck) I am that hap- 
py mortal for whom the adorable Florentina is des- 
tined. But, before I express my joy at entering 
into your family, allow me to shed into your bosom 
the tears which the remembrance of your brother 
Augustin renews ! I should be the most ungrateful 
of all mankind, if I was not sensibly touched with 
the death of a person to whom I owe all the hap- 

Einess of my life !" So saying, I again embraced 
onest Jerome, and covered my eyes witli my hand, 
on pretence of wiping away my tears. Moralez, 
who, in a twinkling, perceived the advantage we 
might reap from a trick of this kind, did not fail to 
second the imposture, and passing for my valet, 
even topped me in the sorrow I had manifested for 
the death of Signor Augustin. " Signor Jerome 
(cried he) what a loss you have suffered in your 
brother's death ! he was such an honest man ! the 
very phoenix of commerce ! a disinterested mer- 
chant! a merchant of integrity! there are few of his 
fellows to be met with." 

We had to do with a simple and credulous man, 
who, so far from suspecting the cheat, was himself 
an assistant in it. " And why (said he) did you 
not come straight to my house ? You should not 
have gone to lodge at an inn ; considering the terms 
on which we are, no ceremony ought to have been 
observed." — "Sir, (answered Moralez, taking upon 
him to speak for me) my master is, I grant you, a 
little ceremonious : not but that he is excusable in 
some shape, in being unwilling to appear before 
you in his present situation : for we have been 
robbed in our journey hither, and lost all our 
baggage." — " The young man (said I, interrupting 
him) tells you nothing but the truth, Signor de 
Moyadas. This misfortune did not permit me to 
come to your house : I durst not present myself in 
this garb before the eyes of a mistress who has 
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not as yet seen me ; and, for that reason, I waited 
the return of a valet, whom I have sent to Cala- 
trava." — " This accident (replied the old man) 
ought not to have hindered you from coming to 
stay at my house, where I inteud you shall imme- 
diately take up your lodging." 

So saying, he carried me home with him ; and, 
by the way, we talked of the pretended robbery 
that I had suffered, when I assured him, that what 
gave me the greatest concern was my having lost, 
with my baggage, the picture of Florentina. Where- 
upon die citizen observed with a smile, that I 
might console myself for that loss the more easily, 
as the original was better than the copy. In effect, 
as soon as we came to his house, be called his 
daughter, who was not above sixteen years of age, 
and might have been counted an accomplished 
young lady ; saying to me, " You see the object 
which my late brother promised to you.** — " Ah, 
Signor! (cried I, with a passionate air) you have no 
occasion to tell me that this is the amiable Floren- 
tina ! these charming features are engraved on my 
memory, and still more upon my heart. If the 
picture which I lost, and which was only a slight 
sketch of such perfection, could inflame me with 
the most ardent passion, judge how I must be 
transported at this moment !" — " You flatter me 
too much (laid Florentina,) for I am not vain 
enough to imagine that my qualifications justify 
your discourse." — " Go on with your compliments," 
(said the father.) At the same time he left me alone 
with his daughter, and taking Moralez aside, 
*' Friend, fsaid he to him) you have lost all your 
baggage, then, and, without doubt, your money 
too." — "Yes, Sir, (answered my comrade) a great 
number of banditti poured upon us, near Castil 
Blazo, and left us notliing but the clothes on our 
backs : but we shall, in a very short time, receive 
bills of exchange, which will set all things to rights 
•gaini" 
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'^But, until those bills arrive freplied the old 
iDan, taking a purse out of his pocket) here are an 
hundred pistoles at your service." — "O, Sir! (said 
Moralez) my master would not accept them for the 
world. I find you don't know him. Zooks! he is 
a man of great delicacy on these occasions. He is 
none of tliose fashionable youngsters, who are apt 
to take up from every body. He does not love to 
be in debt, and would rather beg his bread than 
borrow one farthing." — " So much the better (said 
the honest citizen ;) I esteem him the more on that 
account : I cannot bear to see young men contract 
debts. I pardon it indeed in people of quality, 
because it is a privilege they have possessed a long 
time. I won't (continued he) affront thy master, 
and since it will only give him pain to offer him 
money, we must say no more about it." With 
these words, he was going to put the purse in his 
pocket again, but my companion held his hand, 
saying, ^' Hold, Signor Moyadas, whatever aversion 
my master has to borrowing, I don't despair of 
prevailing upon him to accept your hundred 
pistoles. It is only from strangers he is shy of 
borrowing ; he is not so ceremonious with his own 
family : he can even demand of his father, with a 
p^ood grace, whatever money he has occasion for. 
The young gentleman, you perceive, knows how to 
distinguish persons, and ought to look upon you. 
Sir, as a second father." 

Moralez, by such discourse, secured the purse of 
the old man, who came and rejoined us ; and 
finding his daughter and me engaged in mutual 
compliments, interrupted our conversation, by 
telling FHorentina the obligation he lay under to 
me ; and, on that score, made me professions which 
convinced me of his gratitude. I laid hold of such 
a favourable disposition, and told the citizen, that 
the most sensible mark of acknowledgment he 
could show would be to hasten my marriage with 
bis daughter. He yielded with a good grace to 
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my impatience, assuring me, that in three days at 
farthest I should be Florentina's husband, and that 
instead of six thousand ducats, which he had 
promised for her dower, he would give me ten, as 
a proof of his being deeply affected with the service 
I had done him. 

Moralez and I, therefore, lived with the honest 
man, Jerome de Moyadas, kindly treated, and in 
the agreeable expectation of ten thousand ducats, 
with which we proposed to make a sudden decamp- 
ment from Merida. Our joy, however, was checked 
by fear : we were apprehensive, that in less than 
three days the true son of Juan Velez de Menbrilla 
would arrive, and cross our good fortune. 

This fear was by no means ill-founded : for, the 
very next day, a kind of peasant, loaded with a 
portmanteau, came to the house of Florentina's 
father, when I was not at home, though my 
comrade was present. " Sir (said the peasant to 
the old man) I belong to a young gentleman of 
Calatrava, called Signor de la Menbrilla, who is to 
be your son-in-law. We are just arrived, and he 
will be here presently. I came before to give you 
notice of his approach." He bad scarce spoke these 
words, when his master appeared : a circumstance 
that surprised the old man very much, and discon* 
certed Moralez a little. 

Pedro, who was a very genteel young fellow, 
addressed himself to Florentina's father : but the 
honest citizen did not give him time to finish his 
discourse, and, turning to my companion, asked the 
meaning of all this. Then Moralez, who was 
second to no man on earth in impudence, assumed 
an air of assurance, and said to the old man, " Sir, 
those two men belong to the troop of thieves who 
robbed us on the highway : I recollect them both 
very well, particularly him who has the audacity to 
call himself the son of Signor Juan Velez de la 
Menbrilla.'^ The old citizen believed Morales, 
and, persuaded that the strangers were cheats, said 
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to them, *' Gentlemen, you come too late : your 
scheme is prevented : Pedro de la Menbrilla hat 
been in my house since yesterday." — " Take care 
of what you say (answered the young man of 
Calatrava) you have got an impostor in your 
family ; for you must know that Juan de Velez de 
Menbrilla has no other - son than me.'' — " I know 
better (replied the old man) and am not ignorant 
of your profession : don't you recollect this young 
man, and remember his master, whom you robbed.^" 
— " If I was not in your house (said Pedro) I 
would punish the insolence of that cheat, who nas 
the presumption to call me a robber. Let him 
thank your presence, that restrains my indignation. 
Sir, (added he) you are imposed upon. I am the 
young man to whom your brother Augustin pro- 
mised his niece. If you desire it, I can show all 
the letters which he wrote to my father on the 
subject of the marriage. Will you not believe it 
when you see the picture of Florentina, which he 
sent to me some time before his death .'^" 

* No ! (said the old citizen, interrupting him) 
neither the picture, nor the letters, will convince 
me : I know very well in what manner they fell 
into your hands, and I advise you, as a friend, to 
be gone from Merida as soon as you can." — " This 
is too much, (cried the young gentleman in his 
turn) I will not suffer my name to be stolen with 
impunity, nor myself to be treated like an highway- 
man. I know some people in this place, whom I 
will find, and return to confound this impostor that 
has prejudiced you against me." So saying, he 
retired with his valet, and Moralez remained master 
of the field : nay, this adventure made Jerome de 
Moyadas resolve to have the marriage celebrated 
that very day, and he went out instantly, to give 
the necessary orders for the occasion. 

Though my comrade was very well pleased to see 
Florentina's father in a disposition so favourable 
for OS, he was far from being perfectly at ease ; 
D Vol. 11. 
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fearing the consequence of the measures which he 
concluded Pedro would certainly take, he waited 
for me with impatience to communicate what had 
happened. Finding him, at my return, plunged in 
a profound reverie, " What is the matter, friend ? 
(said I) thou seemest in a brown study." He 
replied, '* If I am, it is not without reason," and 
informed me of the whole affair ; adding, '' Thou 
seest what cause I have to muse. It was thou 
alone, who rashly threw us into that dilemma. It 
was a shining enterprise, I own, and would have 
crowned thee with glory bad it succeeded : but, in 
all appearance, it will end ill ; and it is my advice, 
that, in order to prevent explanations, we immedi- 
ately betake ourselves to our heels, with the 
feather i^hicb we have plucked from the honest 
man's wing." 

*' Mr. Moralez (answered I to this proposal) jrou 
yield to difficulties, I find, very soon, and don't do 
a great deal of honour to Don Matthias de Cordel, 
and the other cavaliers, with whom you lived at 
Toledo : one, who has served his apprenticeship 
under such able masters, ought not to be easily 
alarmed. As for me, who intend to walk in the 
steps of these heroes, and prove myself a worthy 
pupil, I will- bear up against the obstacle that 
terrifies you, and make my utmost efifort to sur- 
mount it." — '^ If you accomplish that (said my 
companion) I will prefer you to all the great men 
in Plutarch." 

Just as Moralez had done speaking, Jerome de 
Moyadas coming in said to me, '^ You shall be my 
son-in-law tliis very evening : your servant, I sup- 
pose, has told you what lias happened. What do you 
think of the impudence of the rogue, who would 
have made me believe that he was the son of my 
brother's correspondent ?" — " Signor (answered I, 
in a melancholy tone, and with the most ingenuous 
air I could afifect) I find I am not qualified to 
carry on a deceit I must sincerely own that I am 
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not the son of Juan Velex de Menbrilla." — " What 
do I hear ! (cried the old man) interruptiog me 
with equal precipitation and surprise) how ! you 

not the young man, to wiiom my brother " 

*^ Pray, Sir, (said I, interrupting him in my turn) be 
so good as to hear me to an end. I have loved 
your daughter these eight days, during which my 
passion has detained me at Merida ; and yesterday, 
after having come to your assistance, I was about 
to demand her in marriage, when you stopped my 
mouth, by giving me to understand that she was 
destined for another. You told me, that your 
brother, in his last moments, conjured you to 
bestow her upon Pedro de la Menbrilla ; that you 
promised to comply with his request, and, in short, 
that you was a slave to your word. This informa- 
tion, I confess, overwhelmed me, and my love, 
reduced to despair, inspired me with the stratagem 
I put in practice. I must tell you, however, that 
I secretly upbraided myself with the trick I had 
put upon you ; but I flattered myself that you 
would forgive it, when I should have discovered it, 
and convinced you, that I am an Italian prince, 
who travel incognito, and that my father is 
sovereign of certain vallies situated between the 
Swiss, the Milanese, and Savoy. I imagined that 
you would be agreeably surprised, when I should 
have revealed my birth ; and I felt all the pleasure 
of a delicate and passionate husband, in the hope 
of declaring it to Florentina, after our marriage* 
Heaven (added I, changing my tone) would not 
indulge me in so much joy : Pedro de la Menbrilla 
appears, and I must restore him his name, how 
much soever the restitution will cost me. Tou 
are engaged, by your promise, to choose him for 
a son-in-law ; and it is your duty to prefer him to 
me, without regard to my rank, or compassion for 
the cruel situation to which you are going to 
Induce me. I will not pretend to represent, that 
your brother was only the uncle of your daughter 
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and that you being her father, it is more just to 
acquit yourself of tlie obligation you owe to me, 
than to make it a point of honour to keep a pro- 
mise which is but slightly binding." 

" Yes, doubtless, it is so (cried Jerome de 
Moyades) therefore I do not intend to hesitate 
bet>veen you and Don Pedro de la Menbrilla. If 
my brother Augustin was still alive he would not 
blame me for giving the preference to a man who 
saved my life, and who is, moreover, a prince, who 
does not disdain to ask my alliance, i must be an 
enemy to my own happiness, and entirely deprived 
of my understanding, if I did not give you my 
daughter, and even press the celebration of tb^ 
marriage." — " But, Signor (I replied) do nothing 
impetuously, consult your interest only, and, not- 
withstanding the nobility of my blood — " " Sure 
you jest ! (said he, interrupting me) ought I to hesi- 
tate one moment f No, my prince, I most humbly 
beseech you to honour the happy Florentina with 
your hand this very evening." — " Well (said I) be 
it so ; go carry the news yourself, and mform her 
of her glorious fate."^ 

While the honest citizen flew eagerly to tell his 
daughter that she had made a conquest of a prince, 
Moralez, who had heard the whole conversation, 
threw himself on his knees before me, saying, 
^' Monsignor the Italian prince, son of a sovereign 
of the vallies situated between the Swiss, Milanese, 
and Savoy, give me leave to embrace tlie feet of 

{our highness, and testify the excessive joy I fed* 
Fpon the faith of a knave, I look upon you as a 
prodigy. I thought myself the first man in the 
world, but truly I strike to you, although you 
have l^s experience than I." — " What ! you are no 
longer uneasy, I hope," (said I to him.) ^^ Oh ! not 
at all (answered he) I am no longer afraid of 
Signor Pedro ; let hmi come again as soon as be 
pleases." Moralez and I now being firm in the 
stirrups, began to regulate the course we should 
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take with the dowry, on which we depended so 
much, that we could not have thought ourselvef 
more secure of it had it been already in our pock 
ets. We had not as yet got it for all that, and the 
catastrophe of the adventure did not answer our 
expectation. 

In a little time the young man of Calatrava 
returned, accompanied by two citizens and an 
alguazil, as formidable on account of his whiskers 
and swarthy complexion as of his employment. 
Florentina's father being present, " Signor dc 
Moyadas (said Pedro to him) I have brought hither 
three creditable people, who know me, and can 
tell you who I am." — "Yes, sure! (cried the 
alguazil) I can tell, and I certify to all whom it 
may concern, that I know you. Your name is 
Pedro, and you are the only son of Juan Velez de 
la Menbrilla : whoever maintains the contrary is an 
impostor." — " I believe you, Mr. Alguazil (said 
the honest man Jerome de Moyadas) your evidence 
b sacred with me, as well as Uiat of the gentlemen 
merchants who are along with you. I am fully 
convinced that the young cavalier, who conducted 
you hitlier, is the only son of my brother's corres- 
pondent : but that does not signify, I am no longer 
in the mind to give him my daughter." 

" Oho ! that's another affair (said the alguazil^ I 
come hither only to assure you, that I know this 
young man. You are master of your child, and 
nobody can compel you to part with her against 
your inclination." — " Nor do I intend (said Pedro, 
interrupting him) to offer violence to the inclina- 
tion of Signor de Moyadas ; but he will give me 
leave to ask, why he has changed his sentiments, 
or if he has any cause to complain of me. Let me 
be assured, at least, that I have not lost the sweet 
hope of being his son-in-law by my own misbe- 
haviour." — " 1 have no cause to complain of yo« 
(replied tlie old man) and will even own, that it is 
with regret I see myself under a necessity of 
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breaking my word, for which I conjure -you to for- 
give me. I am persuaded, that you are too 
generous to take it amiss that I prefer you to a 
rival who has saved my life. Here he is (pursued 
he, showing me to the company) this is the person 
who rescued me from the most imminent danger ; 
and tliat my excuse may have still more force, 
I must inform you he is no less than an Italian 
prince." 

At these last words, Pedro became mute and 
confounded; the tvao merchants stared with the 
utmost surprise; but the alguazil, accustomed to 
look upon the worst side of every tiling, suspected 
this wonderful adventure to be a trick that might 
turn '^ut to his advantage; he eyed me very 
attentively, and his good-will being baffled by my 
features, which were utterly unknown to him, he 
examined my comrade with the same attention. 
Unluckily for my highness, he recollected Morales, 
and remembering to have seen him in the prison of 
Ciudad Real, " Aha ! (cried he) here is one of our 
customers; I remember this gentleman, who, I 
assure you, is one of the most perfect sharpers 
within the kingdoms and principalities of Spain." — 
" Softly, Mr. Alguazil (said Jerome de Moyadas) 
the young man whom you paint so disadvan- 
tageously is the domestic of a prince." — " Very 
well (replied the alguazil) I know enough to form 
my resolution accordingly, and judge of the master 
by the man. I don't doubt that these gallants 
are two cheats, who have agreed to impose upon 
you. I know how to manage in such cases ; and to 
let you see that these wits are adventurers, I will 
carry them instantly to jail. I intend to introduce 
them to a private conversation with Monsieur the 
Corregidor ; after which, they will feel that whip- 
ping is not yet out of fashion." — " Hold there, 
roaster officer (replied the old man) don't let us 
push matters so fan people of your profession are 
not afraid of giving pain to a worthy man. May 
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not this valet be a rogue, and his master a man of 
honour f Is it a new thing to see sharpers in the 
service of princes ?" — "You joke with your princes 
(said the alguazil ;) this young fellow is a knight of 
the post, you may depeud upon it, and I arrest 
him and his comrade in the king's name. I have 
twenty soldiers at the door, who shall drag them 
to prison, if they refuse to go with a good grace 
Come, my prince (addressing himself to me) let us 
march " 

I was thunderstruck at these words, as well as 
Moralez, and our concern rendered us suspected 
to Jerome de Moyadas ; or rather convinced him. 
that we actually had a design to defraud him. On 
this occasion, however, he behaved like a gallant 
man ; sayuig to the alguazil, " Master officer, per- 
haps your suspicions are false, and perhaps they 
are but too true. Be it as it will, let us dive no 
farther into the afiair : let these two young cava- 
liers retire wheresoever they please to go, and I 
beg you will not oppose their retreat : it is a favour 
I ask, in order to acquit myself of the obligation I 
owe them." — " Were I strictly to do my duty 
(answered the alguazil) I should imprison these 
gentlemen, without having any regard to your 
entreaty; but, for your sake, I will relax a little, 
provided that they quit the town this instant : for 
if I meet them to-morrow, egad ! tliey shall see 
what will become of tliem." 

When Moralez and I understood that we were 
free, we recollected ourselves a little, endeavoured 
to talk boldly, and affirmed that we were persons of 
honour ; but the alguazil silenced us with a fierce 
look ; and I don't know how, these people have an 
ascendancy over us. We were obliged, therefore, 
to abandon Florentina and her portion to Pedro 
de la Menbrilla, who, doubtless, became the son-in- 
law of Jerome de Moyadas, and retire with all 
speed, taking the road to Truxillo, with the con- 
solation of having, at least, got an hundred pistoles 
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by the adventure. About an hour before night, 
passing by a little village, with a resolution of 
going farther before we should halt, we perceived 
an inn of a pretty good appearance for that place, 
and the landlord, with his wife, sitting on long 
stones at the door. The husband, a tall, meagre 
old fellow, thrummed upon a wretched guitar, 
for the diversion of his wife, who seemed to listen 
with pleasure. " Gentlemen (cried the landlord, 
when he saw we did not stop) I advise you to halt 
at this place : you won't find a village within tliree 
weary leagues of this ; and even there, I assure 
you, you won't be so well served as here : take my 
word for it, and walk into my house, where I will 
entertain you handsomely, at a reasonable rate." 
We suffered ourselves to be persuaded, and ap- 
proaching the man and his wife, bid them good 
even ; and having seated ourselves by them, began 
all four to talk of indifferent subjects. The land- 
lord said he was an officer of the holy brotherhood, 
and his wife w is a fat merry dame, who seemed 
to understand \ery well how to ve^d her com- 
modities. 

Our conversation was interrupted by the arrival 
of twelve or fifteen cavaliers, some mounted on 
mules, and some on horseback, followed by thirty 
baggage moyls loaded widi bales. ^* Ah ! what a 
number of princes ! (cried the landlord at sight of 
so many people) where shall I find lodging for them 
all i^" In a moment the village was crowded with 
men and beasts. Thure was luckily, near the inn, 
a vast barn, in which the moyls and the baggage 
were disposed : the mules and horses belonging to 
the cavaliers were put in other places ; and as for 
the men, they did not concern tliemselves so much 
about finding beds, as in bespeaking a good supper. 
The landlord, his wife, and a young maid-servant 
belonging to the house, were not idle; they slaugh- 
tered all the poultry in their yard, which joined to 
lome ragouts made of rabbits and cats, and a 
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plentiful dish oftoup-, composed of caulifloi#ers and 
mutton, furnished entertainment enough for th^ 
^vhole company. 

Moralez and I looked at the cavaliers, who from 
time to time eyed us also. At last we entered 
into conversation, and told tliem, that if it was 
agreeable, we would sup in company. They assured 
us that we could not do them a greater pleasure : 
so we sat down altogether at table. There was 
one among tliera, who seemed to be the chief, and for 
whom the rest, though otherwise very familiar, did 
not fail to show some deference : it is true, indeed, 
he kept tlie upper end, talked in an elevated tone 
of voice, and even contradicted sometimes, in a 
cavalier manner, the sentiments of the rest, who^ 
far from replying in the same manner to him^ 
seemed to respect his opinions. The discourse 
falling, by accident, on Andalusia ; and Morales 
taking it into his head to praise Seville, this man 
said to him, ^* Signor Cavalier, you are making the 
eulpgium of the city where I first drew breath, or 
at least I was born in its neighbourhood, since the 
town of Mayrena, gave me to the world." — " I can 
say the same thing (answered my companion :) I 
was likewise born at Alayrena, and I must certainly 
know your parents : pray, whose son are you ?" — 
*' I am (said the cavalier) the son of an honest 
notary, called Martin Moralez." — " Upon my faith 
( cried my comr ade with emotion) the advent me^JS 
^€xtreniel^_si nguTarry bu are then m^ eldest,brother 
Ma nuel Mo ralez^^^^gljh evef^^ same (said the 
other^andyDH^tfeTl suppose^ my younger brotherj., 
Lewis, whom I leA in the cradle, wheiTT quitted 
my father's house ?^ — " That is my name, indeed," 
(replied my comrade.) Upon which they both got 
up, and embraced one another with great afiectiom 
Then Signor Manuel said to the company, '^Gren* 
tlemei ythis event is altogeth^y marv e llous ! I have i 
by a cri3f nt, wt - a nd di s cov e r ed a brui^^ei^^wKom I 
have not seen these twenty years and more :*"anbw 
D 2 Vol; II. * 8 
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me to present him to the company.** All the cava- 
Jiers, who kept themselves standing, out of com- 
plaisance, saluted the young Moralez, and loaded 
him with caresses. Aflerwards, we sat down again 
at table, where we remained all night, without 
going to bed ; the two brothers sitting by one 
another, and conversing by themselves about their 
family, while the other guests drank and made 
merry. 

Lewis, after a long conversation with Manuel, 
taking me aside, said, ^^ All these cavaliers are' 
domestics of the Count de Montanos, whom the 
king has lately named for viceroy of Majorca. 
They are conducting their master's eauipage to 
Alicant, where they are to embark. My brother, 
who is become steward to that nobleman, has 
proposed to carry me along with him ; and, on 
account of the reluctance I expressed in leaving 
you, told me, that if you would accompany us, he 
would procure for you a good employment. Dear 
friend (added he) I advise thee not to disdain the 
offer : let us go together to the island of Majorca : 
if we find it agreeable, we will stay there ; and if 
we shall be displeased with our situation, we will 
return to Spain." 

I willingly embraced the proposal ^ young Mo- 
ralez and I joined the Count's officers, and set out 
with them from the inn before day. Having by 
long marches gained the city of Alicant, I bought 
a guitar, and took off a handsome suit of clothes 
before our embarkation ; thinking of nothing but 
the island of Majorca ; and Lewis Moralez was in 
the same disposition. We seemed to have re- 
nounced sharping altogether. To tell you the 
truth, we had a mind to pass for persons of honour 
among the cavaliers in whose company we were, 
and that kept a check upon our geniuses. At last 
we went merrily on board, flattering ourselves 
with the hopes of being at Majorca in a very little 
time; but scarce had we cleared the gulf of 
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Alicant^ when a terrible tempest arose. I might 
in this place of my relation take an opportunity to 
make a fine description of the storm ; to paint the 
air all on fire, to make the thunder roar, the winds 
whistle, the mountain billows roll, &zx;. But aU 
these flowers of rhetoric apart, JL^assure you the 
hurricane was violent, and obliged us tobear away 
for the point of the island of Cabrera, a desert isle, 
in which there is a little fort, at that time garri- 
soned by an officer and five or six soldiers, who 
gave us a very hospitable reception. 

As we were obliged to stay there several days, in 
order to repair our sails and tackle, we invented 
difierent kinds of amusements to pass the time 
agreeably. Each followed his own inclinations : 
some played at primero, others sought difierent 
diversions, and I went to walk through the island, 
accompanied by those who loved such excercise« 
We skipped from rock to rock, for the ground was 
very uneven, full of stones, and very deficient in 
good soil. One day, while we considered these 
parched withered places, and admired the caprice 
of nature, that shows herself fruitful or barren as 
she pleases, our noses were invaded all of a sudden 
with a most agreeable smell. We immediately 
turned to the eastward, from whence that odour 
came, and perceived with astonishment, among the 
rocks, a large, round, green sp(yt;^unroun3eawith 
honeysuckles, even niQre . beautiliil" ailcT^'sweet- 
scented than those that grow in AndalusxaT^^^^Ve 
approached with pleasure those charming shrubs, 
which perfumed the air all round, and found'That 
they bordered upon the entry of a very deep 
(cavem, which being large ^pdJJ£ht, ""^ /i^g^«»ndfiH 
the bottom of it, turning by steps of st one^ the 
ends of wliich ' were" adorned with flowerSi. jhe 
tvhole forming a natural winding^^aircase. When 
we liad got down, "we saw several Uttle rills of 
water, which derived their sources from drops that 
incessantly distilled from the rocks within, creep- 
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ing along sand more yellow tjian gold, and losing 
themselves in the earth. The water seemed so 
pure, that we were tempted to drink, and found it 
so fresh, that we resolved to return next day to 
the same place with some bottles of wine, per- 
suaded that we should empty them with vast 
pleasure. 

It was with regret we quitted such an agreeable 
place, and, when we went back to the fort, we did 
not fail to boast of our discovery ; but the com- 
mandant cautioned us, as a friend, against return- 
ing to the cavern, with which we were so much 
charmed. " For what f (said I to him.) Is there 
any thing to few ?" — " Yes, without doubt (he 
replied :) the corsairs of Algiers and Tripoli some- 
times land on this isle, to 'Water at that spring, and 
one day surprised two soldiers of my garrison, 
whom they made slaves." It was in vain for the 
officer to tell us this with a very serious air ; he 
could not persuade us, for we believed that he 
jested ; and next day I returned to the cavern, 
with three more of my companions, without pro- 
viding ourselves with fire-arms, to show that we 
dreaded nothing. Young Moralez would not be of 
the party, choosing rather to stay with his brother, 
and play in the fort. 

Having descended, as the day before, to the 
bottom of the cave, we cooled some bottles of 
wine, that we had brought along with us, in the 
rivulets 5 and while we drank them deliciouslv, 
playing on the guitar, and conversing pleasantly 
together, we saw several men appear at the mouth 
of the cavern above, with large whiskers, turbans, 
and Turkish dress. We imagined that it was a 
part of the count's domestics, with the com- 
mandant of the fort, who had thus disguised them- 
selves in order to frighten us ; and prepossessed 
with this fancy, began to laugh, letting no less 
than ten of them come down, withou thinking of 
defending ourselves. We were, however, soon un- 
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deceived in a melancholy manner, and convinced 
that it was a corsair, who cartie with his people to 
carry us joAI *^ Surrender, you dogs f he cried, in 
the Castilian tongue) or you shall be all put to the 
sword." At the same time his followers presented 
their carabines to us, and we should have under- 
gone a fine discharge had we made the least re- 
sistance. We preferred slavery to death, and gave 6\jJL^tl ' 
our swords to the pirate, who ordered us to be j^^j^^^ 
loaded with chains, and conducted to his vessel, 
which was not far off : then setting sail, he steered 
with a fair wind towards Algiers. 

In tliis manner were we punished for neglecting 
the caution of the officer of the garrison. The first 
thing that die corsair did was to rifle us of all the 
money we had. What a fine windfall for him*! 
The two hundred pistoles taken from the young 
citizens of Placentia, the hundred which IVloralez 
had received from Jerome de Moyadas, and which 
unluckily I had about roe, were all swept away 
without mercy. My companions had also their 
purses well furnished. In short, it was an ex- 
cellent prize. The pirate was rejoiced at his good 
luck ; and the rascal, not satisfied with our plun- 
der, insulted us with his raillery, which we did not 
feel half so much as the necessity diat compelled 
us to bear it. After a thousand jokes, he ordered 
the bottles of wine which we had cooled at the 
fountain, and which his people had taken care to 
seize, to be brought to him, and began to empty 
them with his crew, drinking to our health by way 
of derision. 

During this conjuncture, the countenances of my 
comrades expressed the pain they felt; and their 
slavery mortified them the more, because they had 
formed the most delightful idea of their voyage to 
the island of Majorca, whore they had laid their 
account with leading a most delicious life. As for 
me, I had fortitude enoug h to jyoject a plan o f 

1, Tcssairaid than 
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fellows, entered into conversation with the railer 
and even returned his Jokes with a good grace. 
Pleased with tny beha^^OM^ — ''Young roan (said he) 
I like thy disposition ; foc ^in the m ai gj^ Jnstead o JF 
si ghing and ^oaninp^, ij (, j^ JiPtf^r fSf nnp ^g ^jn 
y/j \ himseli with patience^ and ^TI' wiffi^"tEe stream. 
Play to us a smalFair (added he, observing that I 
bad a guitar ;) let us see what thou canst do." I 
obeyed him, as soon as he had ordered my arms to 
be unchained, and began to thrum upon my 

riitar in such a manner as acquired his applause, 
had indeed learned under the best master in 
Madrid, and played on that instrument pretty well. 
I sang likewise, and my voice gave no less satis* 
faction. AH the Turks in the vessel expressed the 
pleasure they felt in hearing me, by gestures of 
admiration : a circumstance from which I con- 
cluded, that their taste for music was not ex- 
tremely delicate. The pirate whispered to me, 
that I should not be an unhappy slave ; and that 
one of my talents might depend upon an employ- 
ment that would make my captivity very sup- 
portable. 

I felt some joy at these words ; but, flattering as 
they were, I had abundance of uneasiness on the 
score of this occupation, with the promise of which 
the corsair regaled me. When we arrived at the 
port of Algiers,* we saw a great number of people 
assembled to receive us, who, as soon as we were 
landed, shouted with joy : besides, the air resounded 
with the confused noise of trumpets, Moresco 
flutes, and other instruments used in that country, 
which formed a symphony more loud than agree- 
able. The cause of these rejoicings was a false 
report which had spread through the city, im- 
porting that the renegado Mebemet (this was our 

* Algiers, a city on the coast of Barbary, possessed by 
the Moors, who are at perpetual war with the Spaniards^ 
luid under the protection of the Turks, 
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pirate's name) had perished in attacking a large 
Genoese vessel; so that all his friends, informed 
of his return, were eager m their expressions of 
joy. 

We had no sooner set foot on shore, than I and 
my companions were conducted to the palace of 
Dey Solyman, where a Christian secretary, exa* 
mining us one by one, asked our names, ages, 
country, religion, and qualifications. Then Me- 
hemet, showing me to the Dey, extolled my voice, 
and assured him, that I played ravishingly on the 
guitar. Thla- wds cn o ugh -ta dfi];grmin$.^alyman ^^5*^^-*^ - 
to cliQ0s<^.. me for his own service :_ accordingly I ^aj^^icA 
WftS.... detained Tn liis seraglio, while the other ^AjJUku^^ 
captives were lcd"TnlO~"a"'pul5tte"p!ace;'^ahd sold 
acco rding io cu stom. What-Mehemer had foretold 
. to me m the vessel came to pass. — ^My condition 
I was very happy ; far from being abandoned to 
j jailors, or employed in laborious work, I was, by 
/ order of Solyman, disposed of in a particular place, 
\ with five or six slaves of quality, who expected 
every moment to be redeemed, and whose tasks 
were far from being painful. Bfy^^usinessj^aOS 
water the orange-trees_ and IIpwcr.i] m"lEem rden, ^^^sj^ 
~an3~l cOUldTiorQave been favo ured with a more j 
I agrceabte occupation. 

Solynnnr was a~inan about forty years of age, 
well-shaped, very polite, and, for a Turk, mighty 
gallant. His chief favourite was a Cachemirian* 
woman, who, by her understanding and beauty, had 
acquired an absolute dominion over him. He 
loved her even to adoration, and treated her every 
day with some entertainment or other; sometimes 
with a concert of vocal and instrumental music, 
and sometimes with a comedy in the Turkish 
taste ; that is to say, a dramatic poem, in which 

* Cachemire is a country under the dominion of th^ 
Great Mogul, called the Indian Paradise ; remarkable for 
tde beauty and wit of its women. 
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modesty and decorum were as little regarded as 
the rules of Aristotle. The favourite, whose name 
was Farrukhnaz, was passionately fond of these 
diversions, and even made her women sometimes 
represent Arabian pieces before the Dey; wherein 
she herself played a part, and charmed all the 
spectators by the grace and vivacity of her action. 
1 being one day among the musicians, at a repre- 
sentation of this kind, Solyman ordered me to 
play upon the guitar, and sing alone, between the 
acts, i had the good fortune to please, was very 
much applauded, and the favourite seemed to look 
upon me with a favourable eye. 

The very next day, while I was busied in wa- 
tering the orange-trees in the garden, an eunuch 
passing by me, without stopping or speaking one 
word, dropped a billet at my feet : I took it up in 
a confusion made up of fear and joy. I lay down 
upon the ground, that I might not be seen from 
the windows of the seraglio, and concealing myself 
behind the boxes in which the orange-trees were 
planted, opened the letter, in which I found a 
pretty valuable diamond, and the^e words in good 
Castilian : 

" Young Christian, thank heaven for 
thy captivity — Love and fortune will make thee 
bappy — Love, if thou art sensible to the charms of 
a beautiful woman : and fortune, if thou hast cou- 
rage to despise the greatest danger." 

I did not in the least doubt that the letter came 
from the favourite Sultana : the style and diamond 

E^rsuaded me that she must have beeo^he author, 
esides that I am not naturally very timorous, the 
vanity of being in the good graces of a grand 
signor's mistress, and more than that, the hope of 
getting from her four times as much money as 
would be necessary for my ransom, made me form 
the design of achieving that adventure, whatever 
dangers might attend 1%, I continued my work, 
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muring upon the means of entering the apartment 
of Farrukhnaz, or rather expecting that she would 
pave the way ; for I concluded that she would not 
stop there, but at least be at more than half the 
trouble. I was not mistaken: the same eunuch 
that passed me before repassed an hour after, and 
said, '' Christian, hast thou considered, and wilt 
thou have the boldness to follow me ?" — I answered 
*• Yes." He replied, " Very well : heaven pre- 
serve thee. Thou shalt see me again to-morrow 
morning." So saying, he retired. — ^Next day he 
appeared accordingly about eight in the morning, 
and beckoned me to him. I obeyed die signal, and 
be conducted me into a hall, where there was a 
large piece of linen, which another eunuch and he 
bad brought thither, and which they were to carry 
to the Sultana, for the decoration of an Arabian 
piece that she was preparing for the entertainment 
of the Dey. 

The two eunuchs having spread out the cloth, 
laid me along within it, and at the hazard of my 
being suffocated, rolled it up again, with me in the 
middle : then, each taking one end of it, carried 
me thus, unquestioned, into the bed-chamber of the 
fair Cachemirian, who had nobody with her but 
an old slave devoted to her pleasure. When the ^ -n^/i^a ^. 
two unrolled the cloth, Farrukhnaz, at sight of ^ . . • 
me, broke forth into transports of joy, that well '"* /V^v1A<^-^ 
discovered the genius of women in that country. — SyjiJ^-^ . 
Bold as I naturally was, I could not sec myself 
transported, all of a sudden, uito the secret apart- 
ment of the women, without being seized with fear. 
The lady easily perceived it, and, in order to dissi- 
pate my apprehension, said, ** Young man, fear 
nothing : Solyraan is gone to his country house, 
where he will remain all day ; so that we may 
converse together freely." 

Encouraged by these words, I assumed a look 
that redoubled the favourite's joy. *^ I am pleased 
with your person (said she) and intend to soften 
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the rigour of yoar slavery : I believe you worthy 
I of the sentiments I have conceived for you ; for 
I thftuglL^Q U are in the jiress-of-ar^htvej-yeo4Mive a 
\ noble and galjant air, that shows you are not of 
/ theytrfgac* Speati' fFeely, and tell me'isrtnryou 
/ ar^ I know that captives of a noble birth dis- 
guise their rank, that they may be redeemed at an 
easier rate ; but you have no occasion to behave in 
that manner with me : I should even be afironted 
at such a precaution, since I promise to set you at 
liberty. Be sincere, therefore, and confess that you 
are a young man of a good family." — " Truly, 
madam (I replied) it would be ingratitude in me to 
repay* your generosity with dissimulation ; and 
since you absolutely charge me to reveaJ my 
quality, you must be satisfied. I am the son of 
a Spanish grandee." Perhaps I spoke truth: at 
least the Sultana believed it ; and, pleased that she 
had thrown her eyes upon a gentleman of im- 
portance, assured me that it should not be her 
fault if we did not see one another often in 

rrivate. We had a pretty long conversation, and 
never saw a more engaging woman : she under- 
stood several languages, especially the Castilian, 
which she spoke pretty well. When she judged it 
time for us to part, I went, by her order, into an 
osier basket, covered with a flowered silk, the work 
of her own hand. Then the two slaves who 
brought me in were called, and carried me out as 
a present from the favourite to the Dey : a thing 
sacred to all the men who arc entrusted with the 
guard of the women. 

Farrukhnaz and I found other means of seeing 

one another, and that amiable captive inspired me 

with almost as much love for her as she had for 

me. Our intelligence remained secret during two 

. ^ months, although it is very difficult in a seraglio to 

/ . conceal the mysteries of love so long from the 

\ . ^^ I Arguses tliat watch it. But an upluskj^^ccident 

^. } I disconcerted our small afiairs, ai 
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entirgljL ^hgliig e d. Qpg day, whei^ I had been 
ifSrodvLC^ tome Sultana in the body of an arti- 
ficial dragon, that was made for a show, and was 
conversing with her, Solyman, who I imagined 
was busy in the country, interrupted us, and 
entered so hastily into the apartment of his fa- 
vourite, that the old slave scarce had time to 
^advertise us of his arrival ; consequently I had 
no leisure to conceal myself, and therefore was the 
first object that presented itself to the view of 
the Dey. 

He seemed astonished at the sight of me, and 
his eyes kindled with fury. I looked upon myself 
as one that touched his last moment, and already 
imagined myself under the torture. As for Far- 
rukhnaz, I perceived that she was terrified indeed : 
but, instead of owning her crime, and asking par- 
don, she said to Solyman, " Signor, before yon 
pronounce my sentence, deign to hear my de- 
fence : appearances doubtless condemn me, and I 
seem to have committed a piece of treason worthy 
of the most horrible chastisement. I have brought 
this young captive hither, and, in order to intro- 
duce him into ray apartment, have used the same 
artifice which I would have employed, if I had 
entertained a violent passion for him. Neverthe- 
less, I take our holy prophet to witness, that, not- 
withstanding this conduct, 1 am not unfaithful. I 
bad a mind to converse with this Christian slave, 
in order to detach him from his sect, and engage 
him to follow that of the believers. I have found 
'n him such a resistance as 1 expected ; but, how- 
ever, I have conquered his prejudice, and he has 
promised to embrace Mahometanism." 

I own, I ought to have contradicted the favour- 
ite, without any regard to the dangerous conjunc- 
ture in which I was : but being in the utmost de- 
jection of spirit, afiected with the danger in which 
I saw a woman whom I loved, and trembling for 
myselC I remained speechless and confused: I 



92 ADVENTURES OF GIL BLA3. 

could not ut(jer one word, and the Dey, persuaded 
by my silence tliat his mistress said nothing but the 
truth, was appeased. '* Madam (said he) I am 
willing to believe that you have not injured me, 
and that a desire pf doing a thing agreeable to the 
prophet has engaged you to hazard such a delicate 
action. I forgive your imprudence, therefore, pro- 
vided this captive takes the turban immediately." 
He sent for a Marabou* that instant ; I was 
clothed with a Turkish dress, and did all that was 
required, without having power to resist Or 
rather, I was ignorant of what I did, so much were 
my senses disordered. How many Christians are 
there, who would have been as base as I was on 
such an occasion ? 
After the ceremony, 1 quitted the seraglio, under 
p. the name of Sidy Uali, to exercise a small em- 

j^ ployment bestowed upon me by Solyman. I never 

A.f^ * saw the Sultana again ; but one of her eunuchs, 

X coming to me one day, brought from her a present 

^ of jewels worth two thousand sultanins of gold, 

with a billet in which the lady assured me, that 
she would never forget my generous complaisance, 
in suffering myself to be made a Mahometan in 
order to save her life. Truly, besides the presents 
I received from Farrukhnaz, I obtained through 
her an employment more considerable than tihe 
first, and in less than seven years became one of 
the ric.he&tjgnegadoesJnjhfcxity._ofjilgi«p. 
jj^ You maywell Believe that if I assisted at the 

^' prayers which the Mussulmen put up in their 

mosques, and fulfilled the other duties of their 
religion, it was only out of pure grimace. _X£r^- 
; served a determined resolution to re-enter inta-Uie 
bosom of the church 7 and,- fof* that purpose, to 
withdraw one day into Spain «r Ital y - w ith -4he 
riches which I should amass. In the mean time 1 
lived very agreeably ; was lodged in a fine house, 

* Marabous are Mahometan priests. 
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had superb gardens, a great number of slaves, and 
very handsome women in my seraglio. Though 
the use of wine is forbid in that country to Maho-* 
metans, they do not fail, for the most part, to drink 
it in private. As for my own part, I drank it 
without ceremony, as almost all renegadoes do. I 
remember I had two companions with whom I 
often committed a debauch within the night. One 
was a Jew, the other an Arabian, and both, as I 
imagined, honest men ; so that I lived with them in 
the greatest familiarity. One evening, I invited 
them to supper, and a dog, of which I was pas- 
sionately fond having died that day, we bathed his 
body, and buried it with all the ceremony that is 
observed at the funerals of the Mahometans. In 
so doing we had no intention to ridicule the 
Mussulman religion, but only to amuse ourselves, 
and gratify a foolish whim that seized us in the 
middle of our debauch, to render the last duties to 
my dog. 

This action, however, had well nigh ruined me. 
Next day, a man came to my house, and said, 
*' Signor Sidy Hali, I am come hither on an im- 
portant affair. The Cady* wants to speak with 
you : take the trouble, if you please, to go to his 
house immediately : an Arabian merchant, who 
supped with you last night, has informed him of a 
certain impiety committed by you, with regard to 
a dog which you buried. For this reason I summon 
you to appear this day before that judge*, otherwise 
I give you notice that you will be proceeded 
against in a criminal manner.'* So saying, he went 
away, leaving me thunderstruck with this citation. 
The Arabian had no cause to complain of me, and 
I could not comprehend the traitor's reason for 
playing me this trick. Nevertheless, the thing was 
not to be neglected. I knew the Cady was a man 

* The Cady is the dvil magistrate in every town in 
Turkey. 
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severe in appearance, but not at all scrupulous at 
bottom ; so I put two hundred sultauins of gold 
into my purse, and repaired to his house. He 
carried me into his closet, and said, with a stern 
look, '* You are an impious, sacrilegious, and 
abominable man : you have interred a dog like a 
Mussulman : what horrid profanation ! Is it thus 
then you regard our most sacred ceremonies ? and 
did you become a Mahometan only to make a jest 
of our worships ? — " Mr. Cady (I replied) the Ara- 
bian who has made such a malicious report of me, 
that false friend, is an accomplice of my crime, if 
it be a crime to grant the honours of burial to a 
faithful domestic — an animal that possessed a 
thousand good qualities. He loved people of merit 
and distinction so much, that even in his last 
moments, as a testimony of his friendship, he has 
left them his whole fortune by a will, of which I 
am the sole executor. He bequeaths twenty 
crowns to one, thirty to another ; and, sir, he has 
not forgot you (added I, taking out my purse ;) here 
are two hundred sultanins of gold which he charged 
me to give you." The Cady, losing his gravity at 
this discourse, could not help laughing, and, as we 
were alone, took the purse without ceremony, 
saying, while he dismissed me, '^ Go, Signor Sidy 
Hali ; you have done well to inter with pomp and 
honour a dog who had so much consideration for 
persons of worth." 

By these means I extricated myself out of this 
affair, which, if it did not make me more wise, 
rendered me at least more circumspect for the 
future. I no longer drank with the Arabian, nor 
even with the Jew ; but chose for a companion at 
my cups, a young gentleman of LcghorA, called 
Azarini, who was my own slave. I was not like 
the rest of the renegadoes, who are generally more 
cruel to slaves tlian the Turks themselves ; all my 
captives waited very patiently for their redemption; 
and indeed I treated them so gently, that some- 
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times they told me, they were more afraid of 
changing their master, than desirous of liberty, 
whatever charms it has for people in a state of 
bondage. 

One day the Dey's vessels returned with con- 
siderable prizes, bringing in more than an hundred 
slaves of both sexes, whom they had taken on the 
coasts of Spain. Solyman kept but a very small 
number, and the rest were exposed to sale : I 
arrived in the market-place, and bought a Spanish 
girl, about ten or twelve years old, who wept 
bitterly, and seemed in despair. I was surprised 
to see one of her age so sensible of captivity ; and 
bid her, in Castilian, moderate her sidliction, as- 
suring her that she had fallen into the hands of a 
master who did not want humanity . though he 
wore a turban. The young creature, whose mind 
was still engrossed by her sorrow, did not hear 
what I said : she did nothing but sob, complain of 
her fate, and, from time to time, cry with a piteous 
accent, " O my mother ! why are we separated ? I 
should have patience were we together." In pro- 
nouncing these words, she turned her eyes towards 
a woman between forty and fifty years of age, who 
stood a few paces from her, and, with a downcast 
look, waited in sullen silence until somebody should 
purchase her. I asked the young girl, if the person 
she looked at was her mother ? '' Yes, alas! Signor 
(she replied) in the name of God, do not part us." — 
" Well, my child (said I) if it is necessary for your 
consolation that you should be together, you shall 
soon be satisfied." At the same time I approached 
the mother, in order to bid for her : but 1 no sooner i 
beheld her face than_J cficollgfiigda^ith all the/ / 
emotionyou can ir^agine^ thejeatures^"jhe4mKVi-l ^ 

^'^^lr2!J2!l'^^II^^^ y iiirinff^Q^ T^ust hea venll^iMud } 
I toTmysel fj^tis myown motherl ^us doubd ess sh e t^ 
hfeHdr!" "Xnbr her, wTiethfef the deep' affliction ' ^,,i^3Ur ' 
occasioned by her misfortunes made all the objects * 

that surrounded her appear to her as enemies, or 
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that my dress disguised me, or rather that 1 was 
much altered in twelve years, duriog which she 
had not seen me, I know not, but she did not at all 
remember me. 

Having bought her also, I carried them both to 
my house, wiiere, designing to give them the plea-^ 
sure of knowing who I was, ^^ Madam (said I to 
Lucinda) is it possible that my features do not 
strike youf Have my whiskers and turban disguised 
me so much, that you do not know your son 
Raphael!" My mother starting at these words, 
considered my countenance, recollected me, and 
we embraced one another with great tenderness. I 
then embraced her daughter, who perhaps knew no 
more of having a brother, than I of having a sister. 
*' Confess (said I to my mother) that in all your 
theatrical piecesj you have not a recognition so 
original as this." — '^ Son (answered she sighing) I 
was at first rejoiced to see you again, but now my 
Joy is converted into grief. In what a situation, 
alas ! do I find you ! My slavery gives me a thou- 
sand times less pain than that odious dress." — ** In 
good faith, madam (said I, interrupting her with a 
laugh) I admire your delicacy, which to be sure is 
very commendable in an actress. Why, good God! 
mother, you must be greatly altered if my meta- 
morphosis oflends you so much : instead of finding 
fault with my turban, look upon me rather as an 
' actor who plays the part of a Turk upon the stage. 
Though I am a renegado, I am no more a Mussulman 
now than when I was in Spain ; and at bottom I 
feel myself still attached to my religion : when you 
shall know the adventures that have happened to 
me in this country, you will excuse my conduct 
Love was my crime, and I sacrifice to that deity: 
I am somewhat of your disposition, I assure you. 
There is still another reason (added I) which ought 
to moderate your displeasure in seeing me thus 
situated. You expected to suffer in Algiers a 
rigorous captivity ; and you find in your master a 
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ftODi tender, respectful, and rich enough to maintain 
you here in abundance, until we can lay hold of 
an occasion of returning certainly into Spain. So 
that you must allow that proverb to be truei 
which says, * It is an ill wind that blows nobody 
good/ " 

** Son (said Lucinda to me) since you design to 
repass one day into your own country, and there 
abjure the religion of Mahomet, I am comforted. 
Thank heaven ! (continued she) that I shall be able 
to carry back your sister Beatrice, safe and sounds 
into Castile." — '* Tes, madam (cried I) you shall 
have it in your power: we will go all three together 
as soon as possible, and rejoin the rest of our 
family ; for I suppose you have more marks of your 
froitfulness in Spain." — ^ No ! (said my mother) I 
have no other children than you two, and yoa 
must know that Beatrice is the fruit of lawful 
wedlock." — " Why (I resumed) did you give my 
little sister that advantage over me ? How could 
you resolve to marry i I have heard you say an 
hundred times, during my childhood, that you 
could not forgive a handsome woman for taking a 
husband." — " Every season has its reason, my son^ 
(she replied :) men of the most firm resolution are 
apt to change ; and would you have a woman be 
more constant ."* I will (added she) recount my 
history aAer you left Madrid." Then she made 
the following narration, which, as it is curious, I 
will favour you with. u^ ^J^^ 

" If you remember it (said my mother) you it— 

quitted young Leganez about thirteen years ago : at ^ ' - 
that time the duke of Medina Celi told me, that 
he would come and sup with me in private one 
evening : he appointed the day, when I waited for 
that nobleman, who came accordingly, and I had 
the good fortune to please him. He demanded 
the iacr\^ce of all the rivals he might have : I 
granted his request, in hopes of being well paid for 

my condescension ; and my b<^)es were not diii- 
E Vol. H. 7 
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appointed : for the very next day I received from 
him considerable presents, which were followed by 
many more, during the course of our correspond- 
ence. I was afraid that I should not be able to 
detain a man of such high rank a long time in my 
fetters ; and this I dreaded the more, because 1 
knew very well that he had escaped from cele- 
brated beauties, whose chains he had broke almost 
as soon as he had bore them. Nevertheless, far 
from being every day less and less pleased with my 
favours, his raptures seemed rather to increase : in 
short, 1 had the art to amuse him, and hinder his 
heart, naturally inconstant, from giving way to its 
usual levity. 

** He had been attached to me already three 
months, and I had room to flatter myself that his 
passion would be of long duration ; when one of 
my she-friends and I went to an assembly, where 
he happened to be with his duchess, in order to 
hear a concert of vocal and instrumental music. 
We chanced to place ourselves pretty near the 
duchess, who was pleased to take it amiss that I 
should presume to appear in a place where she 
was, and sent a message to me by one of her 
women, desiring that I would immediately with- 
draw. I returned an insolent answer, which in- 
censed the duchess so much, that she complained 
of it to her husband, who came to me in person, 
and said, * Retire, Lucinda ; though noblemen of 
my rank attach themselves to such little creatures 
as you, they must not forget themselves alto- 
gether : if we love you more than our wives, we 
honour our wives more than you ; and as often as 
r:ni have the insolence to put yourselves in com- 
mtit'ion with them, you will always have the mor- 
Dflcatiou to be treated with indignity.' 

" Luckily for me, the Duke spoke this in a tone 
^f voice so low, that not one word was overheard 
by the people around us. I withdrew, covered 
with shame, and wept with vexation for the aflSront 
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I had received. To crown my confusion, the ac- 
tors and actresses got notice of the adventure that 
very evening : one would think these people enter- 
tain a daenril^ who delights in reporting to one 
whatever happens to another. If an actor, for ex- 
ample, is guilty of some extravagant action in a 
debauch, or an actress enters into articles with a 
rich gallant, the company is immediately informed 
of the circumstance. All my comrades, therefore, 
knew what happened at the concert, and God 
knows how they rejoiced at my expence. A spirit 
of charity, which reigns among them, usually ma- 
nifests itself on these occasions. I put myself, 
however, above their tittle-tattle, and consoled 
myself for the loss of the Duke de Medina Cell, 
for he visited me no more ; and I learned a few 
days after, that a Carthusian nun had made a con- 
quest of him. 

'* When a lady belonging to tlie theatre has the 
good fortune to be in vogue, she cannot want 
lovers ; and the passion of a grandee, though it 
does not last above three days, greatly enhances 
her price. I fouud myself besieged with adorers, 
as soon as it was known in Madrid that the Duke 
had forsaken me. Those rivals whom I had sacri- 
ficed to him, more captivated by my charms than 
ever, returned in crowds, as candidates for my 
favour : [ received homage from a thousand other 
hearts, aud was never so much in fashion before^ 
Of all the men who courted my graces, a fat Ger- 
man, gentleman to the Duke d'Ossuna, seemed tlie 
most eager. He had not a very amiable person, 
but attracted my attention by a thousand pistoles, 
which he had amassed in the service of his master, 
and which he squandered away, in order to be 
deemed worthy of being in the list of my happy 
gallants. As long as tliis worthy admirer, whose 
name was Brutandorf, had money to spend, I gave 
him a favourable reception ; but, when he was 
ruined, he found my door always sliut against him. 
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This proceeding of mine displeased him, and he 
came to search for me at the theatre during the 
play. He found me behind the scenes, and began 
to reproach me for my ingratitude. Jl laughed in 
his face, at which he was enraged, and gave me a 
box on the ear, like a blunt German as he was : 1 
shrieked aloud, interrupted the representation, 
appeared upon the stage, and addressing myself to 
the Duke d'Ossuna, who was present with the 
Duchess his lady, demanded justice for the Ger- 
man behaviour of his gentleman. The duke or- 
dered us to go on with the play, and said he would 
hear the parties w*hen we had finished the piece. 
As soon as it was over, I presented myself, in a 
good deal of emotion, before the Duke, and sig- 
nified my grievance in a pathetic manner : as for 
the German, he employed but a few words in his 
defence ; he said, ' That, far from repenting what 
he had done, he would do it again on the same 
provocation.' Both parties being heard, the Duke 
d'Ossuna said to my adversary, * Brutandorf, 1 
dismiss you from my service ; let me never see your 
face again : not that I mind your having struck an 
actress, but am ofiended at your want of respect 
to your master and mistress, by presuming to dis- 
turb the entertainment in their presence.' 

" This sentence I could not digest : I was mor- 
tally piqued, because the German had not been 
turned away on account of his insolence to me : 1 
imagined that such an affront put upon an actress 
ought to have been as severely punished as petty 
treason, and I had laid my account with seeing the 
gentleman undergo some terrible infliction. This 
disagreeable event undeceived, and convinced me, 
that the world always makes a distinction between 
the players and the characters they represent. I 
was, for this reason, disgusted with the stage, 
which I resolved to abandon, and go to live at a 
great distance from Madrid. I accordingly chose 
the city of Valencia for the place of my retreat. 
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and thither I repaired incognito, with the value of 
twenty thousand ducats, in jewels and cash : a 
fortune, as I thought, sufficient to maintain me 
during the rest of my days, since I designed to 
lead a very retired life. I took a small house at 
Valencia, and had no other domestics than a maid- 
servant and a page, to whom I was as little known 
as to the whole city. I pretended to be a widow 
of an officer of the king's household ; and said, I 
came to settle at Valencia, because it had the re- 
putation of being one of the most agreeable places 
m Spain. I saw but very little company, and ob- 
served such a regular conduct, that I was never 
suspected of having been an actress. In spite of 
my care, however, to keep myself concealed, I at- 
tracted the notice of a gentleman, who had a 
country house near Paterna. He was a very well- 
made cavalier, between thirty-five and forty years 
of age, but withal a nobleman very much in debt ; 
which is no great rarity in the kingdom of Valencia, 
more than in other countries. 

" This Signor Hidalgo,* finding my person to 
his liking, wanted to know if I could answer his 
purpose in other respects : for this end, he uncou- 
pled his spies to make discoveries, and had the 
pleasure to learn from their report, that, besides 
some share of beauty, I was a widow of good for- 
tune. He looked upon me, therefore, as a suitable 
match, and, in a little time, an honest old gentle- 
woman came to ray house, and told me, from him, 
that, being equally charmed with my beauty and 
virtue, he made a tender of his heart, and was 
ready to conduct me to the altar, as soon as I 
would favour him with my hand. I asked three 
days to deliberate upon his proposal, and inform 
myself of his character ; which was so engaging, 

* Hidalgo (in Spanish) is a gentleman ; literally some- 
body's son, in contradistinction to those who are the sons 
of nobody. 
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that although I was not ignorant of his situatioD| 
I easily determined to marry him in a short time 
after. 

*' Don Manuel de Xercia (so h as my husband 
called) carried me immediately to his castle, that 
had a very antique air, of which he was not a little 
Tain. He pretended tliat one of his ancestors had 
caused it to be built ; and from thence concluded 
that there was not a more ancient house in Spain 
than that of Xercia. But tliis title of nobility, fair 
as it was, had like to have been destroyed by time, 
for the castle, which they were obliged to prop up 
in several parts, threatened immediate ruin. How 
happy, therefore, was Don Manuel in marrying me! 
more than half my money was employed in re- 
parations ; and the rest served to put us in a con- 
dition of making a figure in the country. Behold 
me then (to use the expression) in a new world, 
changed into the nymph of a castle, and lady of a 
parish. Here was a metamorphosis ! and I was too 
good an actress, not to support, with dignity, the 
splendour with which I was invested by my rank. 
I assumed lofty theatrical airs, which made the 
village conceive an high idea of my birth. How 
merry would they have been at my expence, had 
they known the truth of the matter ! the nobility 
in the neighbourhood would have bestowed upon 
me a thousand taunts, and the peasants abated a 
great deal of the respect they showed me. 

" I had lived happily near six years with Don 
Manuel, when he died, leaving my affairs in great 
perplexity, with your sister Beatrice, then going in 
her fifth year. The castle, which was all the estate 
we had, was unluckily engaged to several cre- 
ditors, the chief of whom was one Bernard As- 
tuto,* whose name seemed very well adapted to 
his character: he practised at Valencia the business 

* Astuto 19 a Spanish word signifying craft or cun- 
ning. 
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of an attorney, which he exercised with consum- 
mate skill, having studied the law, in order to 
qualify himself for cheating with the greatest dex- 
terity. What a terrible creditor he was ! a castle 
under the claws of such an attorney is like a 
pigeon in the talons of a kite. Accordingly, Signor 
Astuto, as soon as he understood the death of my 
husband, did not fail to besiege the castle, which 
he would undoubtedly have blown up by the mines 
which chicanery began to prepare, had not my 
good genius interposed, and ordered it so, as that 
my besieger became my slave. 1 had the good 
fortune to captivate him, during an interview we 
had on die subject of the law-suit. I spared no- 
thing, I own, to inspire him with a passion for me : 
the desire of saving my land made me practise 
upon him all those languishing airs which had 
often succeeded so well. Notwithstanding all my 
art, I was afraid of being baffled by the attorney, 
who was so ingulphed in business, that he did not 
seem susceptible of an amorous impression. Ne- 
vertheless, this sullen awkward scrawler took more 
pleasure in looking at me than I imagined. 
' Madam (said he) I know not how to make love : 
I have already applied to my profession so closely 
as to neglect the methods and customs of gal- 
lantry ; but, however, I am not ignorant of tlie 
essential part ; and, therefore, to come to the point, 
I assure you, that if you will give me your hand, 
we will burn the whole proceedings ; I will bubble 
the other creditors who join in the suit against 
you : you shall enjoy tlie life-rent, and your daugh- 
ter the property of the land.' My own interest, 
and that of Beatrice, did not permit me to hesi- 
tate ; I accepted the proposal, and the attorney 
kept his promise. He turned his arms against the 
rest of the creditors, and secured me in the pos- 
session of my castle ; and this, perhaps, was the 
first time of his having befriended the widow and 
the orphan. 
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" I became, therefore, an attomey^s wife, without 
ceasing to be lady of the parish. But this new 
marriage cost me the esteem of the gentry in 
Valencia. The women of fashion looked upon me 
as one who had degenerated, and therefore would 
not visit me ; so that I was obliged to confine 
myself to an acquaintance among citizens : a cir- 
cumstance that gave me some Uneasiness at first ; 
because I had been for six years accustomed to 
correspond with none but ladies of distinction: 
but I soon consoled myself, and became acquainted 
with the wives of a scrivener and two attomies, 
whose characters were pleasant enough ; there was 
something ridiculous in their behaviour, that di- 
verted me very much. These small gentry be- 
lieved themselves ladies of some consideration. 
* Alas ! (said I, sometimes to myself, when I saw 
them forget themselves) this is the way of the 
world : every one thinks herself better than her 
neighbour. I imagined that actresses were the 
only people that did not know themselves ; but I 
find that citizens' wives are not a' whit more rea- 
sonable. I wish that, by way of punishment, they 
were obliged to keep in their houses the pictures 
of their grandfathers : in good faith, they would 
not place them in the most remarkable apartment.' 

*' After having been married four years, Signor 
Bernardo Astuto fell sick, and died without chil* 
dren ; so that, with what he had settled upon me 
at our marriage, and the money I was left in pos- 
session of, I found myself a rich widow, and had 
the reputation of being so. On this report, a 
Sicilian gentleman, whose name was Colifichini, 
resolved to attach iiimself to me, in order to ruin 
or espouse me, for he left me the choice. He had 
come from Palermo to see Spain, and after having 
satisfied his curiosity, waited (as he said) at Va- 
lencia, fbr an opportunity of repassing into Sicily, 
This gentleman was not more than five-and-twenty 
years of age, genteelly shaped, though small ; in 
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«hort, Iliked'his appearance. He found means to 

rak with me in private, and I will frankly own 
1 1 became madly fond of him in our first inter- 
view. On his side, the Htde rogue seemed quite 
captivated by my charms ; and I believe, God for- 
give me we should have married one another im-' 
mediately, had the attorney's death, which was 
still i:ecent, permitted me to contract a new en- 
gagement so soon : but, ever since I had fallen 
into the state of matrimony, I maintuned the 
punctilios of decorum. 

" We agreed, therefore, to defer our marriage 
for some time, out of decency : in the mean time 
Colifichiui continued his addresses, and his pas- 
sion, far from abating, seemed to increase daily. 
The poor young man was not very well provided 
with cash : I perceived it, and he no longer wanted 
money : for, besides that I was almost twice his 
age, I remembered that I had laid the men under 
contribution in my youth, and I looked upon what 
I now did as a restitution that acquitted my con- 
science. We waited as patiently as we could for 
the expiration of the time prescribed by custom 
for women to remain in a state of widowhood; 
and then went to the altar, where we mutually 
bound ourselves in the indissoluble ties of wed- 
lock : we afterwards retired to my castle, where, 
I may say, we lived two years, not so much like 
husband and wife, as two tender lovers. But, 
alas ! we were not destined to be long happv in 
one another; a fatal pleurisy robbed me of my -. ■ ^^ p 
dear Colifichini." 

Here 1 interrupted my mother, crying, " How ! 

, madam : your third husband dead too ! you must 

i certainly be a very dangerous tenement." — " What^ 

^ could I .do« son f (answered Lucinda.) Was it m my 

power (o prolong the days that heaven had num- 

beredi- If I have lost three husbands, I could not 

' help it. Two of them I regretted very much : he 

^r whom I bad the least regard was the attorney : 
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. as I married him out of interest, I &sily consoleti 

myself for his death. But (added she) to return to 

Colifichini; I must tell you, that a few months 

afler his decease, having a mind to go and see, 

with my own eyes, a country-house near Palermo, 

which he had assigned to me as a jointure in our 

contract of marriage, I embarked with my daughter 

for Sicily ; but we were taken in our passage by 

the vessels of the Dey of Algiers, and conducted 

into this city. Happily for us, you chanced to be 

on the spot where we were put up to sale, other- 

I ^ wise we might have fallen into the hands of some 

?^" i/"-^"' • ) barbarous master, who would have maltreated us, 

* f * J "'^v *"^ under whom we might have passed our whole 

^^■' ^ , . T life in bondage, without your knowing any thing of 

rc--^' the matter." 

Such was my mother's narration ; after which, 
gendemen, I gave her the best apartment of my 
house, with the liberty of living as she should 
think proper ; a permission that she relished very 
much. She had contracted such a habit of being 
in love, from the repeated attacks of that passion, 
that she must absolutely have either a husband or 
a gallant. At first she cast her eyes on some of 
my slaves ; but Haly Pegelin, a Greek renegado, 
who came frequently to the house, soon engrossed 
her attention. She conceived a more violent pas- 
sion for him than ever she felt for Colifichini, and 
she was so much mistress of the art of pleasing, 
tliat she found the secret of charming him also. I 
winked at their intelligence, and thought of no- 
thing then but my return into Spain. The Dey 
having already permitted me to fit out a vessel, to 
cruise and commit piracy, I was busied in making 
preparations; and, eight days before they were 
finished, said to Lucinda, " Madam, we shall de- 
part from Algiers in a very little time, and lose 
sight of that place which you detest so much." 

My mother grew pale at these words, and re- 
mained speechless : at wliich being strangely sur- 
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prised ; '^ What do I see, madam ! (said I) what b 
the meaning of that consternation in your looks ? 
Ton seem to be afHicted, rather than rejoiced at 
what I tell you ! I thought I should have made 
you happy with the news of every thing's being 
ready for our departure. Have you no longer any 
desire then of repassing into Spain ?" — " None at 
all, son (answered my motlier ;) I have had so much 
affliction in that kingdom that I renounce it for 
ever." — " What do I hear ! (cried I, in a transport 
of grief.) Ah ! say rather, that love detaches you 
from it. O heavens ! what a change is here ! when 
you arrived in this city, every object that presented 
itself was odious to your eyes ; but Haly Pegelin 
has altered your disposition." — " I don't deny it 
freplied Lucinda ;) I love that renegade, whom I 
aesign to take for my fourth husband." — " What 
an abandoned project! (said I, interrupting her 
with horror) would you marry a Mussulman f Yon 
forget that you are a Christian ; or rather, yoa 
never was one but in name. Ah ! mother, what 
are you about to do ? you have resolved upon your 
own perdition, by voluntarily embracing that 
which I was compelled to do by necessity." 

I used many more arguments to dissuade her 
from her design ; but I harangued to no purpose : 
she had formed her resolution ; and not contented 
with following her own wicked inclination, and 
quitting me to live with that renegade, she wanted 
to carry Beatrice along with her also ; but this I 
opposed. " Ah, wretched Lucinda ! (said I to her) 
if nothing is able to restrain you, at least abandon 
yourself only to the fury that possesses your imagi- 
nation ; do not drag a young innocent creature 
to the precipice from whence you intend to throw 
yourself." Lucinda went away without making 
any reply, and I believed that a remaining ray of 
reason enlightened and hindered her from being 
obstinate in demanding her daughter. But how 
little was I acquainted with my mother ! Two dayi 



J.f. 



lOe ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS. 

after, one of my slaves said to me, '^ Signor, take 
care of yourself ; one of Pegelin's captives has im- 
parted a thing to me, of which you cannot take the 
advantage too soon. Your motlicr has changed her 
religion, and to punish you, for having refused to 
let her carry off TReatrico, is resolved to inform the 
/*.■ Dey of your intended flight." I did not doubt 

one moment that Lucinda was capable of doing 
what my slave mentioned : I had opportunities of 
studying die lady, and perceived, that by the habit 
of acting sanguinar}' parts in tragedies, she was so 
/familiarised to guilt, tha(. sjie. could have, jcaused 
ime to be.J)uriit alive^ and^ I. believe, would have 
\becn Qp more affected with my death^ than with 
khe catastrophe of a dramatic performance. 

Willing, therefore, not to neglect the advice of my 
slave, I hastened the embarkation, and hired Turks, 
according to the custom of the corsairs of Algiers, 
when they go on a cruise : but I hired no more 
than such as were necessary to keep me unsus- 
pected, and set sail as soon as possible, with all my 
slaves, and my sister Beatrice. You may well be- 
lieve that I did not forget to carry off, at the same 
time, all my jewels and money, which might 
amount to the value of sin thousand ducats. When 
we got to sea we began by securing the Turks, 
whom we easily chained, because my slaves were 
more numerous than they; and we had such a 
favourable wind, that in a little time we made the 
coast of Italy, and arrived, without the least bad 
accident, in the harbour of Leghorn, where, I be- 
lieve, the whole city crowded to see us come 
■ ashore. The father of my slave Az.arinLJsfiillg 
among the spectators, by <4i:cid^t pr curiosity, 
surveyed all the captives with great attention, as 
they disembarked ; but though he sought among 
them the features of his son, he little expected to 
see him again. What transports and embraces were 
. the consequence of their meeting, when they recol- 
lected one another ! 
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As soon as Azarini had told his father who I waSf 
and what brought me to Leghorn, the old man 
obliged me as well as Beatrice to lodge at his 
house. I shall pass over in silence the detail of a 
thousand things that I was obliged to perform in 
being re-admitted into the bosom of the church : 
and only observe, that I abjured Maliometanism^ 
much more heartily thanl'fia J embraced iF.'Afier 
having entirely purged myself of the gall oT Algiers, 
I sold my vessel, and set all my slaves at liberty ; 
as for the Turks, they were detained in prison at 
Leghorn, in order to be exchanged for Christians. 
I received the best of treatment from both the 
Azarinis, the younger of whom married my sister 
Beatrice, who was indeed no bad match for him. 
being a gentleman's daughter, and heiress of the 
castle of Xercia, which my mother had taken care 
to farm out to a rich peasant of Paterna, when she 
resolved upon her passage into Sicily. 

Having staid some time at Leghorn, I set out 
for Florence, which I longed much to see ; and 
whither I did not go without letters of recom- 
mendation. Azarini the father had friends at the 
Grand Duke's court, to whom he introduced me as 
a Spanish gentleman, his ally ; and I prefixed Don to 
my name, imitating in th^t agreat many Spanish ple- 
beians, who, when they are out of their own country, 
assume that tide of honour without ceremony. I 
boldly, therefore, called myself Don Raphael ; and, 
as I had brought from Algiers a suf&ciency to sup- 
port my dignity, appeared at court in a splendid 
manner. The gentleman to whom Azarini had 
wrote in my favour gave out that I was a person of 
quality ; so that his testimony, together with the 
airs I assumed, made me easily pass for a man of 
importance. I soon got acquainted with the prin- 
cipal noblemen, who presented me to the Grand 
Duke, whom I had the good fortune to please : 
upon which, I bent my whole endeavour to make 
my court to tliat prince, and study his disposition. 
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I listened attentively to what the oldest courtiers 
said to him ; and, by their discourse, discovered 
his inclinations. Among other things, I observed 
that he loved raillery, good stories, and sallies of 
wit. I modelled myself accordingly ; and every 
morning marked in my pocket-book the stories I 
designed for the day. I had such a number of 
them in my memory, that my budget might be said 
to have been full, and yet, in spite of all my 
management, it was emptied apace in such a man- 
ner, that I should either have been obliged to use 
repetition, or show that I was at the end of my 
apophthegms; if my genius, fruitful in fiction, had 
not furnished me with abundance. But I com- 
posed tales of gallanti-y and humour, that were 
very entertaining to die Grand Duke ; and as it 
often happens with professed wits, in the morning 
I invented bright expressions, which I uttered as 
unpremeditated sallies in the afternoon. 

I even elevated myself into a poet, and con- 
secrated my muse to the praise of the prince. I 
freely own, indeed, that my verse was none of the 
best, therefore not much criticised : but had it 
been better, I question if it would have been bet- 
ter received by the Grand Duke, who seemed very 
well satisfied with my talents ; the matter, perhaps, 
hindered him from fniding fault. Be that as it will, 
this prince insensibly took such a liking to me, as 
gave umbrage to the courtiers. They endeavoured 
to discover wlio I was, but did not succeed. Getting 
notice, however, that I had been a renegade, they 
did not fail to inform the prince of it, in hopes of 
injuring my character. But this they could not 
accomplish ; on the contrary, the Grand Duke one 
day obliged me to ^ve him a faithful narration of 
niy voyage to Algiers ; I obeyed, and my adven- 
tures, which I did not at all disguise, afforded him 
infinite pleasure. 

''Don Raphael (said he, when I had finished 
the relation) I have a regard for you, and will give 
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you a mark of it, which will not permit you to 
doubt of my friendship. I will make you the de- 
pository of my secrets ; and to begin with an in- 
stance of my confidence, I must tell you that I am 
in love with the wife of one of my ministers. She 
is the most amiable lady of my court, but, at tiie 
same time, the most virtuous : shut up amidst her 
family, and solely attached to a husband whom she 
adores, she seems ignorant of the noise her charms 
make in Florence. Judge you if this must not be 
a difficult conquest. Nevertheless, this beauty, 
inaccessible as she is to lovers, has deigned some- 
times to hear my sighs : I have found means to 
speak to her in private, and acquaint her with the 
sentiments of my heart ; but I do not flatter my- 
self with the hope of having inspired her with 
mutual love: she has never given me cause to 
form such an agreeable idea: I do not, how- 
ever, despair of pleasing her by my assiduity, 
and the mysterious conduct I shall take care to 
obser\'e. 

" My passion for that lady (added he) is known 
to nobody but herself: for, instead of consulting 
my inclination without constraint, and acting the 
sovereign, I conceal the knowledge of my flame 
from all the world. A piece of delicacy which I 
think I owe to Mascarini, the husband of her I 
love : his zeal, attachment, services, and probity, 
oblige me to conduct myself with great secrecy and 
circumspection. I would not plunge a dagger into 
the bosom of that unhappy husband, by declaring 
myself tlie lover of his wife ; but wish that he may 
always remain ignorant, if possible, of the flame 
that consumes me ; for I am persuaded that he 
would die of grief, if he knew the confidence I 
now repose in you. I conceal my steps, therefore, 
and am resolved to make use of you, in expressing 
to Lucretia all the pangs I sufler, by the constraint 
which she imposes upon me : you shall be the in- 
terpreter of my sentiments, and I do not at all 
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doubt that you will acquit yourself of the com-^ 
mission to a miracle. Contract an acquaintance 
with Mascarini ; endeavour to gain his friendship ; 
insinuate yourself into his house, andprocure the 
liberty of conversing with his wife. This is what 
I expect of you, and what I assure myself you 
will perform with all the discretion and address 
that such delicate employment requires." 

I promised to do all that lay in my power to 
justify the confidence he honoured me with, and 
contribute to the success of his flame : and soon 
kept my word with him ; I spared nothing to 
please Mascarini, and accomplished my end 
with .ease. Charmed to find his friendship courted 
by a man who was beloved of his prince, he met 
my advances half-way : his house was open to me: 
I had free access to his lady, and, I dare say, be- 
haved n^yself so well, that he had not the least 
suspicion of the negociation entrusted to my care. 
It is true, indeed, for an Italian, he was not much 
addicted to jealousy ; he depended upon the virtue 
of Lucretia, and shutting himself up in his closet, 
left me frequently alone with her. I went roundly 
to work the very first opportunity; entertained 
the lady with the passion of the Grand Duke, and 
told her, that my sole design in coming to her 
house was to talk to her of that prince. She did 
not seem captivated by him ; and yet I perceived 
that her vanity hindered her from rejecting his ad- 
dresses : she took pleasure in hearing them, with- 
out feeling any inclination to answer his desires 
She did not want understanding : but she was a 
woman, and I observed that her virtue yielded in- 
sensibly to the superb idea of a sovereign in her 
chains. In short, the prince had reason to flatter 
himself, that without employing the violence of a 
Tarquin, he.wQiuld see Lucretia subjected to his 
love. An {accident^- however, which he little ex- 
pected, destroyed his hope, as you shall presently 
hear. 
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I am naturally impudent among women, liaving 
acquired that qualification, I know not whether it 
be good or bad, among the Turiis : Lucretia was 
handsome, and I, forgetting that I was only to act 
the part of an ambassador, talked to her on my 
own score, ofiering my services with all the gal- 
lantry I was master of. Instead of being shocked 
at my audaciousness, and replying in a rage, she 
said, with a smile, ^' You must own, Don Raphael, 
that the Grand Duke has made choice of a very 
fsdthful and zealous minister, who serves him with 
an integrity never enough to be commended." — 
** Madam ^aid I, with die same air) don't let us 
examine thmgs scrupulously ; but lay aside those 
reflections, which I know very well are not at all 
favourable to me. I abandon myself to my pas- 
sion ; and, after all, do not believe myself the first 
confidant of a prince, who has betrayed his master 
In affairs of gallantry ; for the great have often 
dangerous rivals in their messengers of pleasure." 
— ^*' That may be, (replied Lucretia) but as for my 
part, I am so high-spirited, that nobody under the 
degree of a prince shall ever make an impression 
upon my heart Conduct yourself accordingly, 
(added she, growing serious) and let us change the 
aiscourse. I am willing to forget what you have 
said, on condition that you shall never talk to me 
agaiti in the same manner ; otherwise you may 
chance to repent it." 

Although this was an advice to the reader, of 
which I ought to have taken the advantage, I did 
not leave off entertaining Mascarini's wife with my 
passion : I even pressed her with more ardour than 
ever to make suitable returns to my tenderness, 
and was rash enough to take liberties. Upon 
which the lady, being affronted at my discourse and 
Mussulman behaviour, checked me abruptly, threat- 
ened to make the Grand Duke acquainted with my 
insolence, and assured me, that she would desire 
him to punish me as I deser\'ed. I was piqued in 
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my turn at these menaces : my love changed into 
hate ; and, determined to be revenged upon Lu- 
cretia for her contempt, I went in quest of her 
husband, whom, after he had sworn that he would 
not expose me, I informed of the correspondence 
between his wife and the prince, not forgetting to 
paint her very amorous, in order to make the scene 
more interesting. The minister, to prevent all ac- 
cidents, shut up his spouse, without any other 
form of process, in a secret apartment, where she 
was guarded by people on whom he could rely* 
While she was dius surrounded by spies, who hin- 
dered her from informing the Grana Duke of her 
situation, I told that prince, with a melancholy 
air, that he must no more think of Lucretia ; that 
Mascarini had, doubtless, discovered the whole 
affair, since he had taken it into his head to watch 
his wife ; that I could not imagine what had alarm- 
ed his suspicion of me, for I thought I had always 
behaved with a good deal of address ; that the 
lady, perhaps, had confessed the whole to her hus- 
band, in concert with whom she had allowed her- 
self to be locked up, in order to avoid those impor- 
, tunities which alarmed her virtue. The pnnce 
; seemed very much afflicted at my report ; I was 
5 touc hed with h i s grie f, and repented more than 
1 "once of what 1 "Bad done : but it was too late : be- 
/ sides, I confess thalJieU^^jnalicious joy, when I 

\ rqu^gpntfa^ti^ipysplf thp f nnyjitinn fn Which T hSd 

I reduce? the proud woman who had disdained my 
/ passion. 

I enjoyed with impunity the pleasure of revenge, 
which is so sweet to all the world, and in particu- 
lar to Spaniards, when the Grand Duke bemg one 
day in company with five or six of his courtiers 
and me, said, '* In what manner do you think a man 
ought to be punished, who has dared to abuse the 
confidence of his prince, and attempted to deprive 
him of his mistress .?" — " He ought (said one^ to be 
tied to the tail of four horses, and torn to pieces*'' 
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Another was of opinion that he should be mauled 
to death. The least cruel of those Italians, and 
he whose sentence was most favourable to the de- 
linquent, said, *' That he would be satisfied with 
causing him to be thrown from the top of a high 
tower."—" And what is the opinion of Don Ra- 
phael ? (resumed the Grand Duke) I am persuaded 
that the Spaniards are as severe as the Italians in 
such conjunctures." 

I easily comprehended, as you may believe, that 
Mascarini had not kept his oath ; or that his wife 
had found means to apprise the prince of what had 
passed between her and me ; and my confusion ap- 
peared plain on my countenance. Nevertheless, 
disconcerted as I was, I answered with a resolute 
tone, " Sir, the Spaniards are more generous : 
they would pardon the confidant on such an occa- 
sion, and, by their goodness, raise ia his soul an 
eternal regret for having betrayed them." — " Well 
(said the prince) I find myself capable of such 
generositv. I pardon the traitor : for I have none 
but myself to blame for having bestowed my con- 
fidence upon a man whom 1 did not know, and 
whom I had reason to distrust, after what I had 
heard of his character. Don Raphael (added he) 
this is the manner in which I avenge myself: quit 
my dominions immediately, and let me never see< 
your face again." I withdrew on the instant, noti 
so much afflicted at my disgrace, as rejoiced at 
coming ofi" so cheaply : and the very next day em- ', 
barked in a vessel that sailed from Leghorn, on ita \ 
return to Barcelona." 

I interrupted Don Raphael in this part of his his- 
tory, by saying, " For a man of understanding, 
methinks you committed a great blunder in ne- 
glecting to leave Florence, immediately after the 
discovery you made to Mascarini of the prince's 
passion for Lucretia ; you should have concluded 
that the Grand Duke would soon come to the 
knowledge of your infidelity." — " I grant it (r^ 
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plied the son of Lucinda) and notwithstanding the 
assurance which the minister gave me, of not ex- 
posing me to the resentment of the prince, I pro- 
posed to disappear in a very short time." 

I arrived at Barcelona (continued he) with the 
remainder of the wealth I had brought from Al- 
giers, the best part of which I had dissipated at 
Florence, in the character of the Spanish gentle- 
man. I did not stay long in Catalonia : for, having 
a longing desire to revisit Madrid, the charming 
place of my nativity, I satisfied, as soon as possible, 
the desire that impelled me. When I arrived in 
that city, I took furnished lodgings, by accident, 
/ at a house where a lady lived, whose name was 
/ Camilla, and who, though no minor, was a very en- 
i gag^Sig creature. I take Signor Gil Bias to witness, 
i who saw her, much about that time, at Valladolid. 
I She had still more wit than beauty, and never had 
; a she-adventurer better talents for decoying dupes: 
but she was none of those coquets, who lay up 
, the acknowledgments of their gallants : when she 
j had pillaged a man of business, she shared his 
' spoils wiUi the first sharper she found to her 
liking. 

We loved one another at first sight : and the con- 
formity of our manners joined us so closely, that 
we soon had every thing in common. Our fortunes, 
indeed, were not very considerable, and therefore 
we spent them in a very little time. Neither of us, 
unluckily, minded any thing but our pleasure, or 
made the least use of the talents we had to live 
at our neighbour's expence. But misery at last 
awakened our geniuses, which pleasure had be- 
numbed : and Camilla said to me, " My dear Ra- 
phael, let us make a diversion, my friend, and 
renounce a fidelity that ruins us both : you may 
captivate a rich widow, and I may charm some no- 
bleman: for if we continue faithful to one another, 
here will be two fortunes lost" — <* Fair Camillar(I 
replied) you have anticipated me ; I was going to 
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make the same proposal to you. I assent to your 
scheme, my queen : yes, for the better support of 
our mutual flame, let us attempt advantageous 
conquests: the infidelities we shall commit will 
turn to triumphs in the end.*' 

This convention being made, we took the field, 
and made considerable motions at first, without 
being able to encounter what we sought : Camilla 
could light upon none but beaux ; that is to say, 
gallants who had not a penny in their pockets : 
and I could meet with no women, but such as loved 
better to levy contributions than to pay them. As 
our arts were useless in love, we had recourse to 
stratagems, and performed so many, that our fame 
reached the ears of the corregidor; and that severe 
judge for the devil ordered one of his alguazils to 
apprehend us ; but this officer, being as good-na- 
tured as the other was cruel, gave us time to quit 
Madrid, in consideration of a small sum which we 
bestowed upon him. We took the road to Valla-* 
dolid, and fixed in that city, ha^ng hired a house, 
in which I lived with Camilla, who passed for my 
sister, to avoid scandal. At first we kept our in* 
dustry under the rein, and began to study the 
ground, before we should form any enterprise. 

One day a man accosting me in the street, sa- 
luted me very civilly, saying, " Signor .Don Ra- 
Ehael, do you know me.'*" — I answered, "No." 
^pon which he resumed : " But I recollect you : 1 
have seen you at the court of Tuscany, where 1 
then belonged to the Grand Duke's guards. I 
quitted the service of that prince some months ago, 
and am come to Spain with an Italian of great 
finesse : we have been three weeks at Valladolid, 
and lodge with a Castilian and Gallician, who are, 
without contradiction, two young fellows of honour. 
We live together by the work oif our hands, make 
good cheer, and amuse ourselves like princes : if 
you will join us, you shall be agreeably received 
by my confederates : for you always seemed to me 
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to be a gallant maD, of a disposition not addicted 
to scruples, and a professed brother of our order.'^ 
The rogue's frankness excited mine. ^< Since 
you speak to me with so little reserve (said I to 
him) it is but reasonable that I should explain my- 
self in the same manner to you. Indeed, I am not 
a novice in your profession ; and if my modesty 
would allow me to recount my exploits, you would 
see that you have not judged too advantageously 
of my talents : but I will forbear to launch out in 
my own praise, and content myself with assuring 
you, while I accept that place in your company 
which is offered, that I will neglect nothing to ap- 

Frove myself worthy of your choice.'' As soon as 
signified to this ambidexter my consent to aug- 
ment the number of his comrades, he conducted me 
to the place where they were, and introduced me to 
their acquaintance, it was here that I saw, for the 
first time, the illustrious Ambrose de Lamela. 
Those gentlemen examined me touching my skill 
in the mystery of appropriating to one's self with 
address die effects of another. They wanted to 
know if I understood the principles of their art ; 
but I shewed them a great many stratagems which 
they did not know, and which acquired their ad- 
miration of my ability. They were still more asto- 
nished, when despising the dexterity of my hand, 
as a thing too common, I told them that I excelled 
in tricks which required the assistance of genius. 
To convince them of this, I recounted the adven- 
ture of Jerome de Moyadas ; and, upon the simple 
narration of that affair, they found me such a su- 
perior genius, that I was chosen their chief by 
unanimous consent I soon justified their choice 
by an infinite number of knavish designs, which 
we put in practice, and of which I was, as it were, 
the informmg soul. When we had occasion for an 
actress to carry on our projects, we made use 
of Camilla, who performed all her parts to ad- 
miration. 
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^ Aboat that time, our brother Ambrose, being 
tempted to revisit his native country, set out for 
Gallicia, assuring us, that we might depend upon 
his return. He satisfied his desire; and on his 
way back again, going to Burgos, with an intention 
of striking some stroke, an inn-keeper of his ac- 
quaintance introduced him to the service of Signor 
Gil Bias of Santillane, with whose affairs he did 
not fail to make him acqudnted. " Signor Gil 
Bias (he added, addressing himself to me^ you 
know now we rid you of your portmanteau, in our 
furnished lodging at Valladolid ; and I don't doubt 
that you suspected Ambrose of being the chief in- 
strument of that theft. And you was in the right : 
for, at your arrival, he came and laid your situation 
before us, and we, the gentlemen undertakers, 
regulated ourselves accordingly. But you are ig- 
norant of the consequence of that adventure, which 
I will, therefore, let you know. Ambrose and I 
carried off your portmanteau, and, mounting your 
mules, took the road to Madrid, without incum- 
bering ourselves with Camilla, or the rest of our 
comrades, who, without doubt, were as much sur- 
prised as you at our non-appearance next day." 

On the second day we changed our design, and, 
instead of going to Madrid, which I had not quit- 
ted without cause, we passed by Zeberos, and con- 
tinued our route as far as Toledo. In this city, 
our first care was to dress ourselves like gentlemen; 
then giving ourselves out for two brothers of Gal- 
licia, who travelled out of curiosity, we soon be- 
came acquainted with persons of character. As I 
had been so much accustomed to act the man of 
quality, I was easily mistaken for such, and people 
being usually dazzled by expence, we imposed upon 
every body by the gallant treats we began to give 
to the ladies. Among the women whom I visited, 
there was one who touched my heart : I found her 
fairer than Camilla, and a good deal more young : 
I was desirous of knowing who she was, and learned 
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that her name was Violante, and that her husband 
was a gentleman, who, cloyed already with her 
charms, pursued those of a courtezan whom he 
loved. This piece of information was enough to 
determine me to establish Violante the sovereign 
lady of my affection. 

It was not long before she perceived her conquest : 
I began to follow her every where, and commit a 
thousand impertinences to persuade her that I 
wanted nothing more than to console her for the 
infidelity of her spouse. The fair one made her 
reflections on the matter, which were such, that at 
last I had the pleasure of knowing her approbation 
of my sentiments. I received from her a billet, in 
answer to several which I had sent to her by one 
of those old matrons who are so serviceable in 
Spain and Italy. The lady gave me to understand 
that her husband supped every evening with his 
mistress, and did not come home before it was 
very late. That same night I went under the 
windows of Violante, and entered into a most 
tender conversation with her: after which we 
agreed at parting to enjoy the same opportunity 
every night at the same hour, without prejudice to 
the other acts of gallantry which we should be 
permitted to exercise in the day. 

Hitherto Don Balthazar, the husband of my 
princess, came off very cheaply : but I chose to 
love naturally, and repaired one evening under the 
lady's windows, with a design to tell her, that I 
could live no longer, if I did not enjoy a tete-a-tete 
with her in a place more suitable to the excess of 
my love; an indulgence which I had not as yet 
been able to obtain. But just as I got to the place, 
I saw a man come into the street, who seemed to 
observe me: in effect, it was the husband, who 
returned from the courtezan earlier than usual, and 
who perceiving a cavalier near his house, instead 
of going in, walked to and fro in the street. I 
remained for some time unresolved: but, at last. 
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determined to accost Don Balthazar, whom I did 
not know, and of whom I was so utterly unknown. 
*' Signer cavalier (said I to him) pray leave the 
street free to me one night : I will do as much 
for you another time." — " Signor (he replied) I 
was going to make the same request to you : I am 
in love with a girl whom her brother guards like a 
dragon, and who lives not above twenty paces from 
hence, so that I wish there was nobody in the 
street." — " There is one way (said I) of satisfying 
us both, without incommoding either ; for, added I 
(showing him his own house) the lady whom I 
serve lodges there ; and let us assist one another 
if eidier of us should be attacked." — " With all 
my heart (he replied) I will go to my rendezvous, 
and we wdl back one another should there be 
occasion." So saying, he left me ; but it was in 
order to observe me the better, and this the dark- 
ness of the night permitted him to do with im- 
punity. 

As for my part, 1 approached in security the 
balcony of Violante, who soon appeared, and we 
began to converse together. I did not fail to 
insist upon my queen's granting me a private inter- 
view in some particular place. She resisted my 
importunities a little, to enhance the value of the 
favour which I demanded ; then dropping a letter, 
which she took out of her pocket, ^' Hold (said she) 
you will find in this billet the promise of what you 
so earnestly desire." She afterwards withdrew, 
because the hour at which her husband usually 
returned was at hand, upon which I secured the 
billet, and advanced to the place where Don 
Balthazar said he was concerned : but he, having 
very well perceived what I wanted with his wife, 
came to me, saying, " Well, Signor cavalier, are 
you satisfied with your good fortune ?" — " I have 
cause to be so (1 replied :) and what have you 
done ? has love favoured your addresses .'^" — " Ah 

no ! (said he) the cursed brother of the beauty 
F Vol. II 
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whom I love is returned from a coontry-house 
where I imagined he would stay till to-morrow , 
and this mischance has balked me of the pleasure 
with which I flattered myself." 

Don Balthazar and I made mutual protestations 
of friendship ; and, to tie the knots of it the faster, 
made an appointment to meet next day in the 
great square. After we parted, he went home, but 
mentioned not a word of what he knew to Violante. 
Next day he repaired to the great square, where I 
arriving a moment after him, we saluted one 
anothei with demonstrations of friendship, as per- 
fidious on one side, as sincere on the other. 

Then Don Balthazar made me the confidant of a 
feigned intrigue with the lady whom he had men- 
tioned the preceding night ; recounting a long story 
that he had invented, in order to engage me in my 
turn, to tell him in what manner I had become 
acquainted with Violante. I did not fail to fall 
into the snare, and confess all with the utmost 
firankness : I even showed the letter which I had 
received from her, and read the contents in these 
words : 

'^ I shall dine to-morrow with Donna 
Inez : you know where she lives : it is in the house 
of that faithful fiiend that I intend to give you 
a private interview ; for I can no longer refuse that 
favour which you seem to deserve." 

'* This (said Don Balthazar) is a billet which 
promises you the accomplishment of your wish ; I 
congratulate you beforehand on the happiness that 
attends you." He could not help being a little 
disconcerted while he said this ; but he easily con- 
cealed his trouble ana confusion from me. I was 
so much engrossed by hope, that I never thought 
of observing my confidant, who was obliged, how- 
ever, to leave me, that I might not at last perceive 
his agitation. He ran to apprise his brother-in-law 
of this adventure ; but 1 am ignorant of what 
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passed between them : all I know of the matter is*, 
that Don Balthazar came and knocked at the door, 
while I was with Violante at the house of Donna 
Inez : and as soon as we learned that it was he, I 
escaped at a back-door before he came in. As 
soon as I was gone, the ladies, whom the unfore 
seen arrival of the husband had disconcerted, re- 
collected themselves, 'and received him with such 
effrontery, ^diat he suspected I was either con- 
cealed, or had made my escape. I cannot tell 
what he said to Donna Inez and his wife, because 
it never came to my knowledge. 

Meanwhile, without suspecting that I was Don 
Balthazar's dupe, I went away, cursing him, and 
returned to the great square, where I had appointed 
to meet Lamela. I did not find him, however ; he 
had Uttle affairs of his own to manage, and the 
rogue was more fortunate than I. While I waited 
for him, I saw my perfidious confidant arrive, who 
came up to me with a gay air, and smiling, asked 
news of my interview with my nymph at the 
house of Donna Inez. '^ I do not know (said I) 
what demon, jealous of my pleasures, delights in 
thwarting them : but while I was alone with my 
lady, pressing her to make me happy, her husband, 
whom the devil confound ! came and knocked at 
the door : so that being obliged to get off as fast 
as I could, I retired by a back-door, cursing to 
hell the troublesome cuckold who broke all my 
measures." — " I am truly sorry for it (cried Don 
Balthazar, who felt a secret joy in seeing my 
vexation^ what an impertinent husband must he 
be ! I advise you to ^ve him no quarter." — " O ! 
as for that (I replied) I jflU take your advice : and 
I can assure you that nil honour shall make its 
exit this night : his wife, when I left her, bade me 
not be discouraged at so small a matter : but be 
sure to come under her window earlier than usual, 
for she was resolved to admit me into her house : 
and desired me, at all events, to come attended 
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with two or three friends, for fear of surprise." — 
" What a prudent lady she is ! (said he) I will, it 
you please, accompany you thither." — " Ah, my 
dear friend ! (cried I, in a transport of joy, while I 
threw my arms around his neck) I am infinitely 
obliged to you." — " I will do more (he resumed ;) I 
am acquainted with a young fellow who is another 
Ceesar ; he shall be of the party, and then you may 
boldly confide in your escorte." ^ 

I did not know what acknowledgments to make 
to this new friend, so much was I charmed with his 
zeal. In short, I accepted the succour which he 
offered, and appointing to meet in the twilight 
under Violante's balcony, we parted for that time. 
He went to find his brother-in-law, who was the 
Caesar in question ; and I took a turn till the 
evening, with Lamela, who (though he was sur- 
prised at tl)e ardour with which Don Balthazar 
espoused my interest) distrusted him no more than 
I : we fell nodding mto the snare, which, I own, 
was unpardonable in people of our experience. 
When i thought it was time to present myselt 
before Violante's window, Ambrose and I appeared 
upon the spot, armed with good rapiers ; and there 
we found the lady's husband, with another man, 
waiting for us, without flinching. Don Balthazar 
accosting me, and showing his brother-in-law, said, 
" Signor, this is the cavalier, whose bravery I 
extolled so much. Get into the house of your 
mistress, and let not anxiety hinder you from 
enjoying the most perfect felicity." 

After some mutual compliments, I knocked at 
my nymph's door, which being opened by a kind 
of duenna, I entered, aiApithout taking notice of 
what passed behind m^ advance^ into a hall 
where Violante was. While I saluted the lady, 
the two traitors, who had followed me into the 
house, and shut the door so hastily after them, 
that Ambrose was left in the street, discovered 
themselves. You may easily imagine that we then 
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came to blows. Both of tbem charged me at once ; 
but I found them work enough, and employed them 
in such a manner, that perhaps they repented they 
had not chosen a surer conveyance for thdr re- 
venge. I ran the husband through the body, and 
his brother-in-law seeing him out of the question, 
got to the door, which the duenna and Violante 
had opened to make their escape while we were 
engaged. I pursued them into the street, where I 
rejoined Lamela, who not being able to extract one 
word from the women in their flight, did not 
precisely know what to think of the noise he had 
heard. We returned to the tavern where we 
lodged, secured our most valuable eflects, and 
mounting our mules, rode out of the city without 
waiting for day. 

Knowing very well that this aflfair might have 
bad consequences, and that a search would beroade 
at Toledo, which we were in the right to antici- 
pate, we went to bed at Villarubia, at an inn, 
where, some time after, a merchant of Toledo 
arrived, in his way to Segorba. As we supped in 
his company, he recounted the tragical adventure 
of Violante's husband, and was so far from sus- 
pecting us to be concerned, that we boldly asked 
of him all manner of questions about the aflair. 
" Gentlemen (said he) just as I set out this morn- 
ing, I heard of the melancholy accident. Search 
was made every where for Violante, and I was 
told that the corregidor, who is related to Don 
Balthazar, has resolved to spare nothing in dis- 
covering the murderers. This is all I know of the 



matter." 



Though I was not much alarmed at the search of 
the corregidor, I resolved to quit New Castile 
immediately : reflecting that when Violante should 
be found, she would confess all, and on her de- 
scription of my person to the judge, people would 
be sent in pursuit of me. For this reason, the very 
next day we avoided the highway through pre- 
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caution : Lamela being luckily acqaainted with 
three-fourths of Spain, and particularly with the 
by-ways through which we could securely repair 
into Arragon. Instead of going straight to Cuenca, 
we kept among the mountains adjacent to that 
city ; and, through paths that ^ere not unknown 
to my guide, arrived at a grotto which looked 
very much like an hermitage ; and, indeed, it was 
the same to which you came last night for an 
asylum. 

While I was considering the country around, 
which presented to my view a most charming rural 
prospect, my companion said to me, *' I passed by 
this place six years ago, at which time that grotto 
served as a retreat to an old hermit, who gave me 
a very charitable reception : entertaining me with a 
share of his provisions. I remember that he was a 
very holy man, and harangued me with a discourse 
that had almost detached me from the world : per- 
haps he is still alive : I will go and see." So sayuig, 
the curious Ambrose alighted from his mule, and 
entered the hermitage, where having staid some 
minutes, he returned, calling to me, "Come hither, 
Don Rs^hael — come and see a very affecting 



scene." 



I alighted immediately, and tying our mules to 
a tree, followed Lamela into the grotto, where 1 
perceived an old anchorite, pale and dying, stretched 
at his full length upon a truckle-bed. A white 
beard, very bushy, covered his whole breast ; and 
ui his hands, clasped together, appeared a large 
twisted rosary. At the noise we made at ap- 
proaching him he opened his eyes, which death 
nad already begun to close, and after having looked 
at us for a moment, said, '' Whosoever you are, 
my brethren, profit by the spectacle that now pre- 
sents itself to your eyes : I have lived forty years 
in the world, and sixty in this solitude. Ah ! how 
long, at this moment, seems the time which I have 
bestowed on my pleasures ! and, on the contrary, 
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how short does that appear which I have conse- 
crated to penitence and devotion ! Alas ! I am 
afnud that the austerities of brother John have not 
sufficiently expiated the sins of the licentiate Don 
Juan de Solis." 

He had no sooner spoke these words than he 
expired, leaving us very much affected with his 
death. These sort of objects always make some 
impression even on the greatest libertines. But 
we did not retain it long : we soon forgot what he 
had said to us, and began to take an inventory of 
every thing in the hermitage : an employment not 
very laborious ; all his furniture consisting in what 

Jou may have observed in the grotto. Brother 
ohn was not only ill provided with furniture^ but 
also kept a very bad larder: for all the provision we 
found was a few filberts and some crusts of barley- 
bread, so hard as to be, in all appearance, proof 
against the gums of the holy man. I say, his 
gums ; because we observed that he had lost all 
his teeth. All that this solitary habitation con- 
tained, and all that we beheld, made us regard the 
good anchorite as a perfect saint. We were 
shocked, indeed, at one thing : we opened a paper 
folded in form of a letter, which he bad laid upon 
the table, and in which he begged that the person 
who should read it would carry his rosary and 
sandals to the bishop of Cuenca. We did not know 
with what intention this new father of the desert 
could desire to make such a present to his bishop. 
This seemed an outrage against humility, and the 
behaviour of a man who wanted to set up for 
canonization. And perhaps there was nothing in it 
but pure simplicity ; for I don't pretend to decide 
the matter. 

While we discoursed together on this subject, a 
pleasant thought came into Lamela's head. '* Let 
us stay (said he) in this hermitage, and disguise 
ourselves like anchorites, having first buried brother 
John. You shall pass for him, and I, under the 
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ntme of brother Anthony, will go begging in llie 
neighbouring lowns and villages. Besides our being 
secure from the enquiries of the corregidor (for 1 
don't believe he will think of searching for ns here) 
I have some good acquaintance at Cueoca, which 
we may culdvaie." 1 approved of this extravagant 
proposal ; not so much for Amliroie's reasons, as 
' ont of ouj£_Khiai»j.r_jLde£ireflf_acJi!ig_ap^rt in a 
, play- About thirty or forty paces from the grdtlo; 
i wedug a grave, in which we modestly interred the 
old anchorite, al^er having stripped him of his 
clothes ; that is, a simple robe tied about his middle 
with a leailier girdle : we likewise cut off his 
beard, to make a false one for me ; and, in short, 
after having performed bis funeral, took possession 
uf the hermitage. 

We fared poorly the first day, being obliged to 
live on the provisions of the defunct ; but next 
morning, before day, Lamela set out in order to 
sell the two mules at Toralva, and returned in the 
evening laden with victuals, and other things which 
he bad purchased. He brought every thing that 
was necessary for our transformation ; he made for 
bunself a russet gown, and a little red beard of 
borse-hair, which he fixed so arttljcially to his ears, 
that one would have sworn it was the natural 
produce of bis chin. There is not a more dextrous 
young fellow in the world than he ; who likewise 
weaved the beard of brother John, which he ap- 
plied to my face, and tny brown woollen cap served 
to cover the artifice; so that there was nothing 
wanting to our disguise. We found each other so 

Kleasantly equipped, that we could not, without 
mgbing, behold ourselves in this dress, wliich 
truly was not very suitable to our real characters. 
Together with brother John's robe, I wore his 
rosary and sandals, of which I made no scruple to 
deprive the bishop of Coenca. 

We bad been already iJiree days in the her- 
nutage wiiboui seeing a soul nppear : but on the 
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the world in public, and in private life scandalooi 
lives. As she did not know me at first, '^ How ! 
madam Barba (said I) is it possible that you do not 
recollect one of your old friends, your admirer 
Ambrose ?" — " By my faith ! Signor de Lamela 
(cried she) I should never have expected to see 
you again in the habit you wear ! By what adven- 
ture are you become hermit ?" — " I cannot tell you 
at present (I replied) the detail is somewhat long ; 
but I will come back to-morrow to gratify your 
curiosity, and bring along with me my companion, 
brother John." — " Brother John ! (said she inter- 
rupting me) what! the good anchorite who lives in 
the hermitage near this city f Sure you joke; they 
say he is more than aa hundred years old." — " It is 
true (said I to her) that he was once of that age ; 
but he has grown a great deal younger within 
these few days, and is at present no older than 
I." — " Well, let him come along with you (replied 
Barba) I see there is some mystery in the case." 

We did not fail the next day as soon as it was 
dark to go to the house of those bigots, who had 
prepared a sumptuous entertainment for our re- 
ception. We immediately took off our beards, and 
hermit's dress, and without ceremony told them 
who we were. On their side, for fear of being in- 
debted to us for our frankness, they showed what 
false devotees are capable of, when they banish 
grimace. We spent almost all the night at table, 
and did not retire to our grotto till the dawn. We 
returned thither again in a very short time ; or 
i-ather did the same thing (almost every day) during 
three mouths : in which time we spent two thirds 
of our money with these nymphs : but one being 
suspicious of our characters, discovered the whole, 
and has informed justice against us, which this day 
intended to visit the hermitage, and secure oui 
persons. Yesterday, Ambrose, while he was 
Egging At Cuenca, met one of our sisters, who 
gave him a note, saying, " One of my friends wrote 



1 



ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS. 131 

this letter to me, which I was going to send to you 
by an express : show it to brother John, and take 
your measures accordingly." It was thb billet, 
gentlemen, which Lamela delivered to me in your 
presence, and which has made us quit so suddenly 
our solitary habitation. 



CHAPTER 11. 



I WaE_N Don Raphael had ciidfid Jbis i%^J?jaLtipn, 
which I though * a "I'^tTf ♦^'nii«i ^"" Alphonso 
was so polite as to say it had diverted him very 
much. Then Sig^or Ambrose opened, and address- 
ing himself to his fellow-adventurer, "Don Raphael 
(said he) consider that the sun is set ; it will be 
proper, methinks, to deliberate upon what we are 
to do." — " You are in the right (replied his com- 
rade) we must determine upon the place to which 
we go next." — " It is my opinion (resumed Lamela) 
that we should set forward without loss of time, 
reach Requena this night, and to-morrow enter the 
kingdom of Valencia, where we will ^ive the rein 
to our industry, and, I foresee, perform some suc- 
cessful strokes." His confederate, who on that 
subject believed his presage infallible, assented to 
his opinion : as for Don Alphonso and me, leaving 
ourselves to the conduct of these honest people, 
we waited in silence the result of the conference. 

It being, therefore, resolved that we should take 
the road to Requena, we began to prepare our- 
selves for the journey : we made another meal like 
that in the morning ; and loading the horse with 
the bottle and the remains of our provisions, the 
approach of night lent us that darkness which we 
needed for our more secure travelling, and we 
pushed forward to get out of the wood : but we 
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had not gone an hundred yards, when we disco« 
vered among the trees a light that made us very 
uneasy. *' What is the meaning of that f (said Don 
RaphaeH perhaps the ferrets of justice having pur- 
sued us rrom Cuenca, understand that we are in 
this forest, and are come hither to search." — " I 
dont believe that (said Ambrose ;) these are rather 
travellers, who, being surprised by the night, have 
come into this wood to wait for day. But (added 
he) I may be mistaken. I will go and reconnoitre 
while you stay here, and I will be back in a mo« 
ment." So saying, he advanced towards the light, 
which was not far off, and approached it softly. 
Pushing gently by the leaves and boughs that were 
in his way, and peeping with all the attention 
which the thing seemed to deserve, he saw on the 
grass, round a candle that stuck burning in a lump 
of clay, four men sitting, who had just dispatched 
a pie, and emptied a pretty large leathern bottle, 
which they embraced m their turns. He likewise 
perceived, at some distance from them, a lady and 
gentleman tied to trees ; and a little farther, a 
chaise with two mules richly caparisoned. He 
guessed at once that the men were robbers ; and 
their discourse, which he overheard, assured him 
that he was not mistaken in his conjecture. The 
four banditti expressed an equal desire of possess- 
ing the lady who had fallen into their hands, and 
talked of casting lots for her. Lamela having fully 
informed himself of the matter, rejoined us, and 
made a faithful report of what he had seen and 
heard. 

Upon which Alphonso said, ** Grenderoen, that 
lady and cavalier whom the robbers have bound to 
trees are perhaps persons of the first quality : and 
shall we suffer them to fall victims to the barbarity 
I and brutality of thieves ? Take my advice, let u» 
attack these banditti, and put them all to death." 
— "With all my lieart (said Don RaphaeljjHamM ... 
ready to do a^ood as a bad action.^^ Amprose, on 
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his party signified his willingness to lend a hand to 
such a laudable enterprise, for which (said he) I 
foresee we shall be well recompensed, i dare like- 
wise affirm, that on this occasion I was not at all 
afraid of the danger ; and that no knight-errant 
ever showed more readiness to succour damsels in 
distress. But not to conceal the truth, the danger 
was not great : for Lamela having reported that 
the arms of the robbers were all in a heap at the 
distance of ten or twelve paces from them, it was 
no difficult matter for us to execute our design. 
We tied our horse to a tree, and approached as 
gently as possible the place where they were talk- 
ing with great warmth ; and making a noise that 
helped us to surprise them, we made ourselves 
masters of their arms, before we were discovered ; 
then firing a volley upon them, stretched them all 
breathless on the spot. 

During this execution, the light going out, we 
remained in darkness; but for all that did not 
delay to untie the man and woman, who were so 
much engrossed by their fear, that they had no 
power to thank us for what we had done in their 
behalf. It is true, indeed, they did not as yet 
know whether to look upon us as their deliverers, 
or as a new troop of banditti, who had not rescued 
them from the others with any intention to use 
them better. But we encouraged them, by protest- 
ing that we would couduct them to an inn, which 
Ambrose affirmed was not more than half a league 
from thence ; and that they might there take all 
necessary precautions for their security, in going 
whither their afiairs called them. After this as* 
surance, with w^ich they seemed very well satis- 
fied, we replaced them in their chaise, and brought 
them out of the wood, leading the mules by the 
bridles. Our anchorites afterwards examined the 
pockets of the vanquished, toolf care of Don Al- 
phonso's horse, secured tliose that belonged to the 
thieves, which we found tied tp trees near the field 
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of battle ; and carrying them all off, followed bro- 
ther Anthony, who mounted one of the mules, in 
order to guide the chaise to the inn; at which, 
however, we did not arrive in less time than two 
hours, although he had assured us that it was not 
far from the wood. 

Every body in the house being a-bed, we knocked 
loudly at the door ; upon which the landlord and 
his wife got up in a hurry, and were not sorry to 
see their rest interrupted by the arrival of an equi- 
page, which they thought would have spent more 
money than it did. The whole inn was lighted in 
a moment ; Don Alphonso and the illustrious son 
of Lucinda offered their hands to help the cavalier 
and lady out of the chaise, and even served them 
as ushers to the chamber whither the landlord 
conducted them. There a great many compliments 
passed; and we were not a litde astonished when | 
/we understood that it was the Count de Polan 
j himself^ and his daughter Seraphiiia,' whom we had 
/4fili veiled^ Tt Is impossible to deSClnbe the surpHse 
) of that lady, as well as of Don Alphonso, when 
I they recollected each other. The Count took no 
notice of it, so much was he otherwise engross- 
ed, in recounting to us in what manner the rob- 
bers had attacked him; and how thev had seized 
his daughter and him, after having killed his 
postilion, page, and valet de chambre: he ended 
with telling us, that he had a deep sense of the 
obligation he lay under to us : and if we would 
come to him at Toledo, where he should be in a 
month, we should see whether or no he was un- 
grateful. 

Nor did the daughter of this nobleman forget to 
thank us for her happy deliverance : and as Raphael 
and I imagined we should please Don Alphonso, 
by giving him an opportunity of talking a moment 
in private with that young widow, we gratified his 
desire, by amusing the Count de Polan. ^' Fair 
Seraphina (sidd Don Alphonso to the lady, in a 
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low voice) 1 will no longer compliun of the fate 

thai compels me to live Ulce a man banished from 

civil society, since I have been so happy as to con-* 

tribute to the important service which you have. 

received." — " How ! (answered she, sighing^ is it 

yon who have saved my life and honour ? Is it to 

you that my father and I are so much indebted f 

Ah ! Don Aiphonso ! why did you kill my brother?'' 

\ She said no more ; but he easil v perceived by these 

^ words, and the tone in which they were prononnc- 

j ed, that if he was violently in love with Seraphina, 

she was no less enamoared of idm. 
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CHAPTER I. 

X. HE Count De Polan, having spent one half of 
the night in thanking and assuring us that we might 
depend upon his gratitude, called the landlord, in 
order to consult with him about the means of get- 
ting in safety to Turin, whither he designed to go. 
We left that nobleman to take his measures accord- 
ingly, and departing from the inn, followed the 
road that Lamela was pleased to choose. 

After having travelled two hours, day surprised 
UB near Campelio ; upon which we immediately 
betook ourselves to the mountsuns which are be- 
tween that village and Requena, and there passed 
the day in* reposing ourselves, and counting our 
finances, which were a good deal increased by the 
money of the robbers ; for above three hundred 
pistoles were found in their pockets. As sood as 
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it was dark we set forward again, and next morning 
entered the kingdom of Valencia. We retired to 
the first wood that presented itself to our view, 
and pushing a good way into it, arrived at a place 
through which a rivulet of crystalline water gently 
glided in its way to join the streams of the Guada- 
laviar.* The shade projected by the trees, and the 
grass which the place afforded in abundance to our 
horses, would have determined us to halt here, 
even if we had not been resolved upon it before. 
We alighted therefore, and prepared to pass the 
day very agreeably ; but when we went to break- 
fast, found very little provision left. We began to 
want bread, and our bottle was become a body 
without a soul. " Gentlemen (said Ambrose) the 
most charming retreats are but disagreeable with- ' 
out Bacchus and Ceres; our provision must be 
renewed ; I will for that purpose go to Xelva, an 
handsome town not above two leagues from hence; 
so that the journey will soon be finished." So 
saying, he fixed the bottle and havresack on one 
of the horses, and mounting on top of them, went 
out of the wood, with a dispatch that promised 
speedy return. 

He did not come back, however, so soon as we 
expected ; more than half of the day elapsed, and 
night was ready to cover the trees with her sooty 
wings, when we beheld our purveyor, whose stay 
had begun to give us some uneasiness. He exceed- 
ed our expectation by the quantity of things with 
which he returned laden ; he brought not only the 
leathern bottle filled with excellent wine, and the 
knapsack crammed with bread and all sorts of 
roasted venison, but also a great bundle of cloth, 

* Guadabviar, a river of Spain, that taking its rise 
iar the source of the river Tagus, on the confines of Ar- 
ngon and New Castile, traverses the first of these king- 
doms, enters Valencia, waters the capital* and diicbargef 
itself into the gulf of that name. 
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which we observed with a good deal of attention. 
He perceived our admiration, and said with a 
smile, *^ I defy Don Raphael, and all the world 
togetlier, to guess why I have purchased these 
tilings." Saying these words, he loosed the bundle, 
to show the particulars of what he had observed in 
the gross. He displayed a cloak, and very long 
black robe ; two doublets with their hose ; one of 
those inkhorns which are composed of two pieces 
tied togetlier by a string, the horn of which is se- 
parated from the pen-case ; a quire of fine white 
paper, and a padlock with a large seal and green 
wax ; and when he had exhibited his whole pur- 
chase, Don Raphael said to him in a jocular way» 
'* Egad, Mr. Ambrose, it must be confessed you 
have made a fine bargain. What use, if you please, 
do you intend to make of it ?" — " An admirable 
one (replied Lamela ;) all these things have cost 
roe but ten doubloons : and I am persuaded that 
they will bring us in more than five hundred ; you 
may depend upon it, I am none of those who in- 
cumber themselves with useless effects ; and to 
convince you that I did not buy all this like a 
fool, I will communicate the project I have form- 
ed. 

'' Having furnished myself with bread, (added 
he) I went into a cook's shop, where I ordered six 
partridges, as many pullets and young rabbits to 
be put to the fire ; and while they were doing, a 
man came into the shop in a rage, and, complain- 
ing loudly of the behaviour of a merchant in town, 
said to the cook, * By St. Jago ! Samuel Simon is 
the most ridiculous merchant in Xelva; he hat 
afironted me in open shop ; the covetous wretch 
would not give me credit for six ells of cloth, 
though he knows very well that I am a responsible 
tradesman, and that he can lose nothing by me. 
Is he not a strange animal ? He sells willingly on 
credit to people of quality, and had rather venture 
with them, than oblige an honest citicen without 
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sitor going foremost, said to the landlord with 
great gravity, " Master, I want to talk with you 
in private." The landlord carried us into a par- 
lour, where Lamela finding him alone with us, 
said, " I am commissary of the holy office, come 
hither upon a very important afiair." At these 
words the publican grew pale, and replied with a 
faltering voice, that he hoped he had given no 
cause of complaint to the holy inquisition. ^^ There- 
fore (replied Ambrose) it has no intention to give 
you any trouble : God forbid that, too prompt to 
punish, it should confound innocence with guilt ; 
It is severe, but always just : in a word, a man 
must deserve its chastisements before he feels 
them. It was not you who brought me to Xelva, 
but a certain merchant called Samuel Simon, of 
whom we have received a very bad repor{: it is 
said that he is still a Jew, and embraced Christian- 
ity through motives purely carnal. I order you, 
therefore, in the name of the holy office, to tell me 
what you know of that man. Beware of excusing 
him, on account of his being your neighbour, and 
perhaps your friend ; for I declare, if I perceive in 
your evidence the least reserve, you yourself are a 
lost man. Come, secretary, (added he, turning to 
Raphael) do your duty." 

Mr. Secretary, who already had his paper and 
inkhorn in his hand, sat down at a table, and pre- 
pared with the most serious air in the world to 
write tlie deposition of the landlord, who, on hki 
part, protested that he would not betray the truth* 
'^ Well then, (said the commissary inquidtor to 
him) let us begin : answer only to my questions : I 
ask no more. — Do you see Samuel Simon frequent 
the church .'*" — " It is what I have not observed 
(said the publican) I don't remember to have seen 
him at church." — " Good ! (cried the inquisitor) 
Write, that he is never seen at church." — " I don^ 
say so, Mr. Commissary, (replied the landlord) I 
only say, that I never saw him there : he may be 
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m the same church witli me, though I don't per- 
ceive him." ^^ Friend (said Lamela) you forget 
that you must not, in your examination, excuse 
Samuel Simon : I have told you the consequences 
of it. Tou must mention only those things that 
are against him, and not one word in his favour." — 
*> If that be the case, Signor Licentiate (resumed 
the landlord) you can't reap much from my depo-< 
sition ; I am not acquainted with the merchant in 
question ; ^therefore can say neither good nor ill 
of him ; but if you want to know how he lives in 
his own family, I will go and call Gaspard his 
'prentice, whom you may interrogate : he comes 
here sometimes, to make merry with his friends ; 
and such a tongue ! he will discover the whole life 
and conversation of his master, and, I warrant it, 
find employment enough for your secretary." 

^^ I like your frankness (said Ambrose) and you 
show your zeal for the hoiy office, by informing 
me of a man acquainted widi the morals of Simon. 
I will report you to the inquisition. Make haste, 
then (continued he) and bring hither that same 
Gaspard, whom you mention. But do things dis- 
creetly, diat his master may have no suspicion of 
what passes." The publican acquitted himself of 
his commission with great secrecy and diligence, 
and brought along with him the merchant's 'pren- 
tice, who was just such a very talkative young 
fellow as we wanted. '* Welcome, child (ssdd La- 
mela to him) you see in me an inquisitor, nominat- 
ed by the holy office to take informations agsunst 
Samuel Simon, who is accused of Judaism. You 
live with him, and of consequence are witness to 
the greatest part of his behaviour. I believe it is 
unnecessary to advertise you of the obligation you 
are under, to declare all that you know of him, 
when I order you to do so, in the name of the 
holy inquisition." " Signor Licentiate (replied the 
young man) I am very ready to satisfy you on that 

head, without being commanded in the name of the 
G Vol. II. 10 
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holy office. If my master was to take me for hii 
text, I am persuaded that he would not spare me ; 
I will therefore deal as plainly with him, and tell 
you, in the first place, tliat he is a close bunks, 
whose true sentiments it is impossible to discover 
one who affects all die exteriors of a holy man, but 
has not one scruple of virtue at bottom. He goes 
every evening to the house of a little Abigail."— 
'^ I am glad to hear that, (said Ambrose, interrupt- 
ing him) and I see, by what you say, that he is a 
man of bad morals : but answer precisely to the 
questions I am going to ask. 1 am particularly 
enjoined to know what are his sentiments with 
respect to religion. Tell me, do you eat pork in 
your house ?" — " I don't think (replied Gaspard) 
that we have eat of it twice, during the whole year 
that I have lived with him." — " Very well (resum- 
ed master inquisitor :) write, secretary, that pork is 
never eaten in the house of Samuel Simon. But, 
to make amends for that (continued he) you doubt- 
less eat lamb sometimes." — '^ Yes, sometimes (re- 
plied the 'prentice ;) we had some, for example, last 
Easter." — " A lucky epocha ! (cried the commis' 
sary :) write, secretary, that Simon keeps the pass- 
over. This goes on excellently well, and, methinks, 
we have received good intelligence." 

^^ Besides, you must tell me, friend (added La- 
mela) if vou have never seen your master caress 
little children." — "A thousand times ^replied 
Gaspard :) when he sees little boys pass by his shop, 
if they are at all handsome, he stops and fondles 
I them." — " Write, master secretary (said the inqui- 
sitor, interrupting him) that Samuel Simon is vio- 
lently suspected of decoying Christian children 
inta his liouse,ia order to cut their throats. A fine 
proselyte indeed! Oho! Mr. Simon, you shall 
have to do with the holy office, take my word for 
, it : you must not imagine that you will be allowed 
; to make your barbarous sacrifices with impunity. 
Courage ! zealous Gaspard (said he to the 'pren- 
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tice) declare all tliat you know of the matter ; and 
give us to understand, that this false Catholic is 
more attached than ever to the Jewish customs 
and ceremonies. Does not he spend one day of the 
week in total inaction ?"-r-" No, (answered Gas- 
pard) I have not observed that : I only perceive 
that on some days he shuts himself up in his closet, 
where he remains a long time." — " Ah ha f (cried 
the commissary) he keeps tlie sabbath, as sure as I 
am an inquisitor. Mark, secretary, mark that he 
religiously observes the fast of the sabbath. Ah ! 
the abominable wretch ! I have only one thing 
more to ask. Does not he speak also of Jeru- 
salem!" — " Very often (replied tlie young man) he 
relates to us the history of the Jews, and in what 
manner the temple of Jerusalem was destroyed."— 
*^ Right ! (said Ambrose.) Master secretary, let not 
this piece of intelligence escape you : write in large 
characters, that Samuel Simon breathes nothing 
but the restoration of the temple ; and that he me- 
ditates night and day the re-establishment of his 
nation. I do not want to know any more ; there- 
fore it is needless to ask any other questions : what 
the trusty Gaspard has deposed is enough to bring 
a whole synagogue to the stake." 

Master commissary of the holy office having in- 
terrogated the 'prentice in this manner, told him he 
might retire : but ordered him, in the name of the 
fioly inquisition, to conceal from his master every 
titde of what had passed. Gaspard, having pro- 
mised to obey, took his leave; and we did not 
tarry long after he went out, but leaving the public 
house as gravely as we had entered, went and 
knocked at the door of Samuel Simon, who opened 
it with his own hand ; and if he was astonished to 
see three such figures as we were, he was much 
more so, when Lamela, being spokesman, said to 
him, widi an imperious tone, '^ Mr. Samuel, I com- 
mand you, in the name of the holy inquisition, of 
which I have the honour to be commissary to de- 
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liver into my hand, this instant, the key of your 
closet : I want to see if I cannot find something to 
justify the informations which have been presented 
to us agsdnst you." 

The merchant, confounded at these words, reeled 
two steps backward, as if he had received a blow 
on the stomach. Far from suspecting us of any 
trick, he believed implicitly that some secret enemy 
wanted to subject him to die suspicion of the holy 
office ; perhaps too, knowing himself to be no good 
Catholic, he had cause to be afradd of an informa- 
tion. Be that as it will, I never saw a man more 
disconcerted: he obeyed without resistance, and 
opened his closet, with all the respect that a man 
could show who was in terror of the inquisidon. 
^' At least (said Ambrose while he went in) at least 
you receive the orders of the holy office without 
contumacv. But (added he) retire into another 
room, ana leave me at fiberty to perform my func- 
tion." Samuel was as obedient to this order as to 
the first : he remained in his shop, while we three 
entered his closet, and began to search for his cash, 
which we easily found ; for it was in an open coffer, 
and in much greater quantity than we could carry 
off, consisting of a great number of bags piled upon 
one another; but the whole in silver. We should 
have liked gold better ; but things being as they 
were, we were fain to accommodate ourselves to 
necessity, and fill our pockets with ducats. We 
stuffed our breeches with them, and crammed them 
into every other part which we judged proper to 
conceal them. In short, we were heavy laden, 
though our cargo did not appear ; and this was 
owing to the address of Ambrose and Don Raphael, 
who, by their behaviour on this occasion, let me 
see that there is nothing like a man being master 
of his trade. 

After having done our business so successfully, 
we came out of the closet, and, for a reason that 
the reader wiU easily guess, master Inquisitor took 
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out his padlock, and fixed it to the door with his 
own hand, then applying the seal, said to Simon, 
" Master Samuel, I forbid you, in the name of the 
holy inquisition, to touch this padlock, as well as 
the seal, which you are bound to respect, since it 
is the true seal of the holy office. I will return at 
the same hour to-morrow, in order to take it off, 
and bring further orders for you." So saying, he 
made him open the street door, through which we 
joyfuUy passed, one after another. When we had 
gone about fifty yards, we began to walk with such 
speed and nimbleness, that we scarce touched the 
ground, notwithstanding the burdens which we car- 
ried. We soon got out of town, and, remounting 
our horses, pushed towards Segorba, giving thanks 
to the god Mercury for such an happy event. 



CHAPTER 11. 



We travelled all night, according to our ordi- 
nary custom, and found ourselves at break of day 
near a little village two leagues from Segorba. As 
we were all fatigued, we willingly quitted the 
highway, to get among some willows, which we 
perceived at the bottom of a little hill, ten or 
twelve hundred paces from the village, in which we 
did not think proper to stop. We found that the 
wiUows yielded an agreeable shade, being watered 
by a small rivulet ; and the place suiting our taste, 
we resolved to spend the day in it. Alighting, 
therefore, we unbridled our horses to let them feed, 
and lay down upon the grass, where we took a little 
repose. We then emptied our knapsack and lea- 
thern botde, and havmg made a plentiful break- 
fast, counted all the money which we had taken 
from Samuel Simon, and which amounted to dnrec 
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thousand ducats ; so that, with tiiis sum, and what 
we ha3~before, 'we might have boasted of having a 
pretty good stock. 

As it was necessary for some of us to go and buy 
provision, Ambrose and Don Raphael, having quit- 
ted their dress of inquisitor and secretary, said 
that they would take that charge upon themselves ; 
that the adventure at Xelva had only whetted 
their appetite ; that they longed to be at Segorba, 
to see if some occasion would not offer of striking 
a new stroke. — ^' You have nothing to do (added 
the son of Lucinda) but wadt for us under these 
willows ; we will not tarry, but rejoin you in a 
very short time." — " Signor Don Raphael (cried I, 
laughing) bid us rather wait for you till doomsday ; 
if you leave us now, I believe we need not expect 
to see you sooner." — " We are afironted by your 
suspicion ^replied Signor Ambrose) but we deserve 
it at your tiands ; your distrust is excusable, afler 
what we did at Valladolid ; and we cannot blame 
you for thinking that we will make no more scruple 
of forsaking you than of abandoning our comrades 
in that city : but, however, you ar& mistaken : the 
confederates, from whose company we withdrew, 
were persons of very bad character, and their so- 
ciety began to grow insupportable. We must do 
justice to people of our profession, by affirming 
that there are no associates in civil life less divided 
by interest than they : but when there is not a con- 
formity of inclinations among them, their good un- 
derstanding may be broke, as well as that of the 
rest of mankind. Wherefore, Signor Gil Bias, 
(added Lamela) we beg that you and Don Alphonso 
will have a little more confidence in us ; and let 
not the desire of Don Raphael and me to go to Se- 
gorba give you the least uneasiness." 

*' It is an easy matter (said the son of Lucinda) 
to rid them of all cause of anxiety : let them remain 
masters of the cash, and they will have in 
their own hands good security for our return. You 
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see, Signor Gil Bias (added he) that we come to the 

f)oint at once. You shall liave pledges in your 
lands, and I can assure you that Ambrose and I 
will set out without the least apprehension of your 
giving us the slip. After such a certain mark of our 
fidelity, won't you trust entirely to our promise/*' 
-T-" Yes, gendemen (said I) and you may now do 
what you please." They departed immediately 
with die leathern botde and knapsack, leaving me 
under the willows with Don Alphonso, who, after 
they were gone, said to me, " Signor Gil Bias, I 
must disclose my sentiments to you. I upbraid 
myself with having had the complaisance to come 
so far with two sharpers : you cannot imagine how 
oft^n I have repented of this my conduct. Yes- 
terday, while I took care of the horses, I made a 
tliousand mortifying reflecdons : I considered, that 
it ill became a young man, who has principles of 
honour, to live with such wicked wretches as Don 
Raphael and Lamela : that if, unluckily, one day, 
which may not be far off, a trick should miscarry, 
by which we shall fall into the hands of justice, I 
shall be shamefully punished with them as a thief, 
and undergo the most infamous chastisement. 
These images incessantly occur to my fancy ; and I 
own I have resolved, that I may no longer be an 
accomplice of their misdemeanors, to separate from 
them for ever. I don't believe (continued he) that 
you will disapprove of my design." — " No, I'll as- 
sure you (answered I) though you have seen me 
act the part of an alguazil, in the comedy of Samuel 
Simon, don't imagine that these sOrts of pieces are 
to my taste. I take heaven to witness, that white 
I played such a fine part, I said within myself, ' In 
faith, Mr. Gil Bias, if justice should now come 
and seize you by the collar, you would richly de- 
serve the salary which she would bestow.' I feel 
myself, therefore, no more disposed than you, 
Signor Don Alphonso, to remain longer in such 
good company * and if you will give me leave^ I 
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will accompany you. When the gendemen return, 
we will demand our share of the finances, and to- 
morrow morning, or this very night, bid them an 
eternal adieu/' 

The beautiful Seraphina's lover approved of my 
proposal : " Let us (said he) get into V alencia, and 
eilibark for Italy, where we may engage in the 
Venetian service. Is it not better to carry arms, 
than lead this base guilty life ? we shall even be in 
a condition to make a pretty good figure with the 
money which we have : not that I can use such ill- 

f^tten wealth without remorse ; but, besides that 
am compelled by necessity, if ever I make the 
least fortune in war, I swear diat I will indemnify 
Samuel Simon." I assured Don Alphonso, that I 
entertained the same sentiments ; and, in short, we 
resolved to leave our comrades next morning before 
day. We had not the least temptation to profit 
by their absence, that is, to decamp immediately 
with the cash : the confidence they had shewn, in 
leaving us masters of the money, did not permit us 
to harbour such a thought 

Ambrose and Don Raphael returned from Se- 
gorba in the evening ; and the first thing they told 
us was, that their journey had been prosperous ; 
that they had laid the foundation of a stratagem, 
which, in all likelihood, would be more advan- ' 
tageous than the last. Accordingly, the son of 
Lucinda was going to inform us of the particulars, 
when Don Alphonso declared his resolution to 
leave them; and let them know that I had the 
same intention. . They used all their endeavours, 
in vain, to engage us to accompany them in theix 
expeditions ; for we took leave of them next day 
after having made an equal partition of the money, 
anr? proceeded on our way to Valencia. 
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CHAPTER III 

Wc pushed forward cheerfully as far as Brunoli 
where, unfortunately, being obliged to halt, Don 
Alphonso fell sick of a high fever, with violent pa- 
roxysms, which made me afraid of his life. Luckily 
there was no physician in the place, and I was quit 
for my fear : he was out of danger at the end o£ 
three days, and my care helped to re-establish his 
health. He shewed himself very sensible of what 

,1 had done for him ; and as we felt a reciprocal 

i kindness for one another, we swore an eterqal 

i friendship* 

^ "IVe betook ourselves again to the road, still re- 
solved, when we should arrive at Valencia, to 
take Uie first opportunity of a passage into Italy. 
But heaven disposed of us otherwise. Seeing a 
number of peasants of both sexes dancing in a 
circle, and making merry before the gate of a fine 
castle, we approached to behold their mirth ; and 
Don Alphonso expected nothing less than the sur- ' 
prise with which he was seized all of a sudden. He 

Erceived the Baron De Steinbach, who no sooner 
lew him again, than he ran to him with open 
arms, saying, in a transport of joy, " Ah, Don Al- ^ ^- f , ^'*^ 
phonso ! is it you ! what an agreeable rencounter ' ^ , . 
IS this ! while en<)tttry is made after you all over ^ ' ' 
the kingdom, chance presents you to my view." i 

My companion, alighting immediately, ran and 
embraced the Baron, whose joy seemed immode- 
rate. ^* Come, my son (said the good old man to 
him) you will now know who you are, and eiyoy 
the most perfect happiness." So saying, he carried 
him into the castle, which I likewise entered along 
with them : for while they embraced one ^another, 
I had alighted and tied our horses to a tree. The 
master of the castle was the first person whom we 
met He was a man of about fifty years of age, 
G t Vol. II. 
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and a very engaging aspect : '^ Signor f said the 
Baron de Steinbach, presenting Don Alpnonso to 
him) behold your som" — ^At these words, Don 
Csesar 8e Leyva (so was the master of the castle 
calfed) threw his arms about Don Alphonso's neck, 
and weeping with joy, ^* My dear son (said he) you 
see in me the autlior of your being : if I have let 

{rovL remain so long in ignorance of your birth, be- 
ieve me, I did in that a cruel violence to myself: 
I have a thousand times sighed with sorrow; but I 
could not do otherwise. 1 manied your mother 
through inclination, though she W^ of a birth in- 
ferior to mine ; and lived under the Authority of a 
har^ father, who reduced me to the necessity of 
keepmg secret a marriage. .coqtfal^J^^^^thout his 
consent The Baron De Steinbach alone was in my 
confidence, and it was in concert with me that he 
brought you up. In short, my father is no more> 
and I am now at libe rty to declare you mjr^ole 
hf ir. This is not all (aaded hej you" snall'be mar- 
f*\f''*^ 'Hed to a young lady, whose nobility equals mine." 
— '* Signor (cried Don Alphonso, interrupting him) 
don't make me pay too dear for the happiness 
which you bestow. Cannot I know that I have the 
honour of being your son, without learning, at the 
same time, that you want to make me unhappy ? 
Ah, sir ! be not more cruel than your own father, 
who though he did not approve of your passion, 
was not so severe as to force you to marry." — "Son 
(replied Don Caesar) I don't intend to tyrannize 
over your afiections : but be so complaisant as to 
see the lady whom I destine for your bed ; that is 
all I exact of your obedience. Though she is a 
charming creature, and a very advantageous match 
for you, I promise not to constrain you to make 
her your wife. She is now in the castle ; follow me, 
and you will own tliat there never was a more 
amiable object." So saying, he conducted Don 
Alphonso into an apartment, whither I attended 
them, with the Baron de Steinbach. 



.«r 
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There was the Count de Polan, with his two 
laughters, Seraphina and Julia, and Don Ferdinand, 
lis son-in-law, who was nephew to Don Caesar ; 

lere were other ladies and gentlemen present also. 

^on Ferdinand (as was already observed^ had car- 
iriied off Julia; and it was on occasion ox tlie mar- 
riage of these two lovers that the peasants of the 
neighbourhood were assembled to make merry. 
As soon as Don Alphonso appeared, and his father 
had presented him to the company, the Count de 
Polan got up, and running to embrace him, said, 
** Welcome, my deliverer ! Don Alphonso (added 
he) observe the power that virtue has on generous 
minds : if you killed my son, you have also saved ^. 

my life. 1 sacrifice my resentment to you, and »^^ -*''».;^'i 
give you tha t ^eraphina^ whose honour you have o ^o Li ^\^ 
preserved. In this manner I acquit myself of my , / ^ ' 
obligation." The son of Don Caesar did not fail to " • ' 
testify to the Count de Polan how much he was 
affected with his generosity; and I don't know 
whether he felt more joy in discovering his birth, 
or in learning that he was to be Seraphina's hus- 
band. In effect, that marriage was celebrated in a 
few days after, to the infinite satisfaction of the 
parties concerned. 

As I was also one of the Count's deliverers, that 
nobleman, who knew me again, assured me, he 
would take upon himself the care of making my 
fortune ; but I thanked him for his generosity, and 
would not leave Don Alphonso, who made me^:<^, ,' .<. 
steward of his house, and honoured me with his <-:/, ^,» «/ , ,, 
confidence. Scarce was he married, when the trick 
which had been played upon Samuel Simon lying 
on his conscience, he sent me to the merchant wim 
all the money which had been stolen from him. I 
went accordingly to make restitution, and began 
the business of a steward, by doing that wlucb 
ought to be the end of it 

END or THE SIXTH BOOK* 
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trusted with sums which they may keep, without in- 
teresting their reputation. 

Having made restitution to the merchant, who 
expected nothing less, I returned to the castle of 
Leyva, which the Count de Polan having left, had 
set out again for Toledo with Julia and Don 
Ferdinand. I found my new master more captivated 
than ever with Seraphina, his Seraphina enchanted 
by him, and Don Caesar charmed with the posses- 
sion of them both : I endeavoured to get the friend- 
ship of that tender father, and succeeded : I became 
steward of the family, regulated every thin^n it, 
received money from the farmers, disbursed for the 
expence of house-keeping, and had a despotic pow- 
er over all the servants. But, contrary to the usual 
practice of stewards, I did not abuse my power; I 
did not turn away those domestics who displeased 
me, nor expected that the rest should be entirely 
devoted to my will ; if they addressed themselves 
directly to Don Csesar, or his son, when they 
wanted any favour, far from thwarting their in- 
terest, I always spoke in their behalf; besides, the 
marks of affection which I every moment received 
from my masters inspired me with zeal for their 
service; and I had nothing but their interest in 
view. There was no legerdemain in my admini- 
stration : and I was such a steward as is not every 
day to be met with. While I enjoyed the happi- 
ness of my condition, love, as if he had been 
jealous of what fortune had done for me, had a 
mind that I should owe some favours to him also ; 
and produced in the heart of Dame Lorenca 
Sephora, chief waiting-woman to Seraphina, a vio- 
lent inclination for master steward. My conquest 
(to relate things like a faithful historian) glanced 
upon her fiftieth year; but a lively look, an agree- 
able countenance, and two fine eyes, which she 
knew how to use to the best advantage, might be 
said to make her still pass for the object of an 
intrigue : I could have wished only for a few roses 
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in her complexion, for she was extremely pale, a 
circamstance which I did not fail to attribute to 
the austerity of celibacy. 

The lady practised upon me a long time by looks, 
in which her passion was painted : but instead of 
answering her glances, I at first seemed not to 
perceive her design; by which behaviour I appeared 
to her as a novice in gallsntry ; a discovery that 
she did not dislike. Imagining, tlierefore, that 
she ought no longer to confine herself to the lan- 
guage of die eyes, with a young man whom she 
believed less knowing than he was ; during the 
very first conversation we had togetlier, she de* 
clared her sentiments in form, diat I might not be 
ignorant of them for the future. This she per- 
formed like one who had been at school. She 
feigned to be disconcerted while she spoke to me, 
and after having freely expressed all that she had 
to say, hid her face, to make me believe she was 
ashamed of letting me see her weakness. There 
was no resisting; and tliough I was determined 
more by vanity than inclination, I showed myself 
very sensible of her afiection : I even affected to be 
urgent, and acted the passionate lover so well, that 
I attracted her reproaches. Lorenca reproved me, 
but with so much gentleness, tliat while she re- 
commended moderation to me, she seemed not at 
all sorry at my want of it. I should have pushed 
things still farther, if the beloved object had not 
been afiraid of giving me a bad opinion of her 
virtue, by granting me a victory too cheap. We 
therefore parted till another occasion; Sephora, 
persuaded that her false resistance made me look 
upon her as a vestal, and I, elevated with the 
sweet hope of bringing tlie adventure soon to a 
conclusion. 

My aflairs were in this situation, when one of 
Don Csesar's lacquies told me a piece of news 
which moderated my joy. This young fellow was 
one of those curious domesdcs, who make it their 

Vol. n. 11 
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business to discover what passes in the family. Afl 
he was very assiduous in paying his court to me, 
and regaled me every day with something new ; he 
came one morning, and told me that he had made 
a pleasant discovery, which he would communicate 
to me, on condition that I should keep it secret : 
because it regarded dame Liorenca Sephora, whose 
resentment (he said) he was afraid of incurring. I 
was too eager to hear what he had to say, not to 

f)romise secrecy ; but without seeming to be the 
east concerned, I asked him, with all the in- 
difference I could affect, what the discovery was 
with which he intended to entertain me. ** Lorenca, 
(said he,) every evening, privately admits into her 
apartment the surgeon of the village, a very stout 
young fellow, and the rogue always remains with 
her a considerable time. I am willing to believe 
(added he, with a satirical smile) that this be- 
haviour may be very innocent ; but you must allow, 
that a young man, who slips so mysteriously into a 
maid's chamber, gives a handle to scandal to be 
very free with her character." 

Although this report gave me as much pain as if 
I had been actually in love, I took care to conceal 
my vexation ; I even constrained myself so much 
as to laugh at the news that pierced me to the 
very soul. But I indemnified myself for that con- 
straint, as soon as I saw myself alone. I cursed, I 
swore, and mused upon the resolution I should 
take. Sometimes, despising Lorenca, I proposed 
to abandon her, without even deigning to come to 
an explanation with Uie coquette ; and sometimes, 
imagining that I was bound in honour to banish 
the surgeon from the house, I formed the design of 
challenging him to single combat : this last resolu- 
tion prevailed ; I lay in ambush towards the even- 
ing, and sure enough perceived my man enter with 
a mysterious air into the apartment of my duenna. 
This was necessary to support my fury : I went 
out of the castle, and posted myself on the road 
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by which ihe gallant mast return : here I waited 
for him without flinching, and every moment the 
desire of fighting with him increased. At length, 
my enemy appeared, and I went forwards some 
yards like a Drawcansir ; but I don't know how the 
devil it happened, I found myself all of a suddea 
seized, like one of Homer's heroes, with an emotion 
of fear that arrested my steps ; and I stood as much 
confounded as Paris, when he presented himself to 
fight Menelaus. I began to consider my man, who 
seemed strong and vigorous ; and his sword ap- 
peared to be of an excessive length. All this had 
its effect upon me ; nevertheless, out of a point of 
honour, or otherwise, though I saw the danger with 
magnifying eyes ; and, in spite of nature, which 
made obstinate efforts to make me desist, I had the 
boldness to advance towards the surgeon, and un- 
sheath my rapier. 

Surprised at my action, he cried, " What is the 
matter, Mr. Gil Bias ? what is the meaning of these 
demonstrations f Tou are pleased to be merry, 1 
suppose." " No, Mr. Barber, (I replied,) you are 
mistaken ; I am in a very serious humour, and 
want to know whether or not you are as brave as 
gallant You must not expect that I will let you 
possess in tranquillity the favours of the lady 
whom you visit at the castle." " By St. Come !* 
(said the surgeon, bursting into a loud laugh,) here 
is a pleasant adventure. Egad, appearances are 
very deceitful." From these words, imagining that 
he was as litde inclined to fight as I, I became 
more insolent, and said, '^ Friend, that won't pass ; 
don't think that I will be satisfied with a simple 
denial." '< I see then, (answered he,) that I shall 
be obliged to speak, in order to prevent the mis- 
chief which might happen to you or me ; and I 
must reveal a secret, although people of our pro-* 

* St Come was a physician and martyr ; therefore not 
improperly invoked by tne surgeon. 
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iession cannot be too discreet. If Dame Lorenca 
admits me by stealth into her apartment, it is with 
a view of concealing her distemper from the ser- 
vants : she has an inveterate cancer in her back, 
which I dress every evening. This is the cause of 
the visits which alarm you ; so that you may hence- 
forth keep your heart at ease. Though, (added 
he,) if you are not satisfied with this declaration, 
but absolutely bent upon coming to points, speak 
the word ; I am your man." So saying, be drew 
his long rapier, which made me shiver ; and put 
himself upon his guard. ** Enough, (said I to him, 
sheathing my sword,) I am not a brute, to refuse to 
hear reason : after what you have told me, you are 
no longer my enemy ; let us embrace." 

At this discourse, which shewed him that I was 
not such a devil as I at first appeared to be, he 
laughed, put up his rapier, gave me his hand : 
and, in short, we parted the best friends in the 
world. 

From that moment Sephora presented nothing 
but disagreeable ideas to my imagination : I avoided 
every opportunity she gave me of conversing with 
her in private ; and that with such care and 
afiectation that she perceived my disgust. Asto- 
nished at such a change, she resolved to know the 
cause ; and at length, finding an occasion to speak 
with me apart, '< Mr. Steward, (said she,) pray tell 
me, why you avoid the sight of me ; 'tis true, I 
made some advances, but you made suitable re- 
turns. Recollect, if you please, the private con- 
versation we had together : you was then all fire, 
but now you are all ice. What is the meaning of 
all this ? This was a very delicate question for a 

Elain man ; consequently it embarrassed me not a 
ttle. I . dont remember the answer which I 
made ; but it displeased very much, and that was 
enough. Sephora, though by her sweet modest air 
one would have taken her for a lamb, was a very 
tygress when her wrath prevailed. I thought 
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(said she, darting at me a look full of spite and 
rage) that I did a great deal of honour to a little 
fellow like you, in discovering to him those senti- 
ments which noble cavaliers would have gloried in 
exciting: but I am justly punished for having 
unworthily abased them to a wretched adventurer/' 
Had she stopped here, I should have thought 
myself cheaply quit. Her tongue, obedient to her 
fury, honoured me with a hundred epithets, every 
one more bitter than another. I ought to have 
heard them in cold blood, and reflected, that in 
disdaining the triumph of her virtue, which I had 
attempted, I committed a crime that no woman 
can forgive. But I was too passionate to bear 
reproaches, at which a sensible man, in my place, 
would have laughed : and my patience forsaking 
me, " Madam, (said I,) we ought not to despise 
any body : if those noble cavaliers, of whom yon 
speak, had seen your back, I am sure their curio- 
sity would have proceeded no farther." I had no 
sooner uttered this repartee, than the furious 
duenna gave me the rudest box on the ear that ever 
an affronted woman bestowed. I did not wait for 
a second ; but, by a speedy flight, avoided a shower 
of blows, that would certainly have fallen upon my 
carcase. 

I thanked heaven, when I found myself extricated 
out of this troublesome affair ; and imagined I had 
nothing more to fear, since the lady had revenged 
herself. I thought that, for her own honour, she 
would never mention the adventure : and indeed, 
fifteen days elapsed before I heard any thing of the 
matter. I myself began to forget it, when I under- 
stood that Sephora was ill : I was humane enough 
to be afflicted at the news : I pitied the lady ; and 
believing that, not being able to overcome a passion 
so ill requited, she had faUen a victim to her an- 
happy love, I reflected with sorrow that I was the 
cause of her indisposition, and at least lamented 
the duenna, if I could not love her. How nock 
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was I mistaken in my opinion ! her tendernesf 
changed into hate ; and, at that time, her whole 
study was to do me mischief. 

One morning being alone with Don Alphonso, 
and observing that young gentleman pensive and 
sad, I begged, in a respectful manner, to know the 
cause. '^ I am chagrined Tsaid he^ to find Seraphina 
weak, ungrateful, and unjust. You are astonished 
at this information, (added he, perceiving that I 
listened with surprise,) and yet nothing is more 
true. I don't know what cause you may have 
given dame Liorenca to hate you ; but you are as- 
suredly become so odious to her, that if you don't 
leave the castle with the utmost dispatch, her 
death, she says, will be inevitable. You ought not 
to doubt that Seraphina, who has a regard for you, 
at first revolted against a hate which she could not 
gratify, without injustice and ingratitude. But in 
short, she is a woman : she has a tender afiection 
for Sephora, who brought her up; and that govern- 
ante is a sort of a mother to her, whose death she 
would reproach herself with, if she was not weak 
enough to satisfy this her desire : as for my part, 
notwithstanding the love that attaches me to Sera- 
phina, I shall never have the base complaisance to 
adhere to her sentiments on this subject Perish 
all the duennas in Spain, before I consent to the 
removal of a young man whom I consider more as 
a brother than a domestic." 

Alphonso having ^p^kp thns^ I Said to him, 
" Signor, j am born to be the sport of fortune^; I 
thought sHe would Have ceased to persecute ^e in 
your house, where every thing flattered me with 
quiet and happy days : but how agreeable soever 
my situation may be, I find I^ust give it up." 

" Not at all ; (cried the generous son of Don Cae- 
sar ;^ leave me to mnke Seraphina hearl^ason : it 
shall never be said, that you have been sacrificed 
to the caprice of a duenna, to whom too much con 
sideration has been paid in other respects."^ 



ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS. 1S7 

*^ Sir, (said I,) you will only provoke Seraphina, 
ia resisting her will. I had much rather retire, 
than by a longer stay in this place run the risk of 
breeding any division between such a happy pair : 
tliat would be a misfortune for which I should 
never be consoled." 

Don Alphonso forbad me to take any such reso- 
lution : and I saw him so fixed in the design of 
supporting me, that Lorenca would undoubtedly 
have met with a rebufi*, if I had been minded to 
oppose her. At certain times, being piqued against 
the duenna, I was tempted to expose her ; but 
when I came to consider, that in revealing her 
shame, I should stab the heart of a poor creature 
whose indisposition I was the occasion of; and 
that two incurable distempers visibly conducted 
her to the grave, my resentment was changed into 
compassion; and I concluded, that since I was 
such a dangerous mortal, I ought in conscience to 
re-establish, by my retreat, the tranquillity of the 
castle. This resolution I executed Uie very next 
morning before day, withoin b idd ing adieu to m y 
two masters, lest, through friendship tor me, tney 
shoulcnyppose my departure. I contented myself { 
with leaving in my chamber a writing, wherein 
was contained an exact account of my administra- 
tion. 



CHAPTER U. 



I WAS mountgl on a good horse of my own, 
with two hundr^ pistoles in my portmanteau, the 
best paflP of which I had got by the banditti whom 
we slew, and the share of the three thousand du- 
cats which had been stolen from Samuel Simon ; 
for Don Alphonso, without making me restore 
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what I bad fingered, had made restitutioa of fhe 
whole sum out of his own pocket Wherefore, 
considering my effects as weauth become lawful, I 
enjoyed it without scruple. I was in possession 
of a fund, therefore, which did not allow me to be 
much concerned for the future, over and above the 
confidence which one of my age always has in his 
own merit : besides, Toledo presented an agreeable 
asylum ; for I did not at all doubt that the Count 
de Polan would be pleased with the opportunity of 
obliging one of his deliverers with a kind recep- 
tion, and an apartment in his house. But tnis 
nobleman I looked upon as my last resource, and 
resolved, before I should apply to him, to spend 
part of my money in travelling through the king- 
doms of Murcia and Grenada, which I longed par- 
ticularly to see. With this design, I set out for 
Almansa, whence continuing mv journey, I went 
from city to city, as far as Grenada,* without 
meeting with any bad accident. Fortune, satisfied 
with having played me so many trick&i seedied 
willing at length to leave me in quiet : but for all 
that, she was then hatching a great many more, as 
will be seen in the sequel. One of the first per- 
sons I met in the streets of Grenada was Signer 
Don Ferdinand de Ley va, who was, as well as Don 
Alphonso, son-in-law to the Count de Polan. We 
were equally surprised at seeing one another in 
that place. '^ Gil Bias, (cried he,) how come you 
to be in this city ? What business brings you hi- 
ther ?" *' Signer, (said I,) if you are astonished to 
see me in this country, you will be much more so, 
when you hear the cause of my quitting the service 
of Signor Don Caesar and his son." Then I re- 



* Grenada, the capital of the kiDcdom that fears die 
same name, is the lai^est and most pleasant city in Spain, 
built on the banks of me river Darro ; the seat of a ilunovs 
nmversity and see of an archbishop. 
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counted all that had passed between Sephora and 
me, without the least disguise. He laughed heart- 
ily at the adventure ; then growing serious again, 
*' Friend, (said he,^ I offer you my mediation in 
this affair, and will write to my sister-in-law.** 
" By no H eans, Signor, (said I, interrupting him,) 

Ciy don^t write ; for I did not leave the castle of 
yva witli any intention to return. Make, if you 
please, another use of the regard you have for me ; 
and if any one of your friends has occasion for a 
secretary or steward, I beg you will speak to him 
in my favour. I dare assure you, that you shall 
have no t:ause to repent of your recommendation.** 
'' With all my heart, (he replied,) I will do what 
you desire : I am come to Grenada to visit an old 
aunt who is sick, and I shall stay here tlu'ee weeks 
longer ; at tlie end of which, I shall set out in my 
return to my castle of Lorqui, where I have left 
Julia. I lodge here, (added he, shewing me a 
bouse about a hundred yards from us :) come and 
call for me some hours hence; by which time, 
perhaps, I shall have discovered some suitable post 
for you.** 

And indeed, at our very next meeting, he sadd, 
" The Archbishop of Grenada, my kinsman ana 
friend, wants a young man of letters, possessed of 
a good hand, to make fair copies of his writings ; 
for he is a great author, has composed a vast num- 
ber of homilies, and studies more every day, which 
he pronounces with applause. As I bel^sve yoa 
are such an one as he wants, I proposed you to 
him, and he has promised to take you into his ser* 
vice. Go and present yourself to him in my name; 
and you may judge by the reception which yoa 
shall receive, whether or not I have spoke in yoar 
behalf." 

Tliis was just such a place as I desired : where- 
fore having dressed to the best advantage, in order 
to appear before that prelate, I repaired one moriH 
ing to the archbishop's palace. Here, was * ^^ 
H Vol. II. ^" 
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ft^^ I imitate the authors of romance, I should give a 
yi -^ ^ \ pompous description of this episcopal palace of 

I Crrenada : I would enlarge upon the structure of 

f the building, extol the richness of the furniture, 

\ describe the statues and pictures, and not spare 

I the readers the least tittle of the stories they re- 

1 presented : but I shall content myself with observ- 

ling, that it equalled the royal palace in magni- 

l^cence. 

I found in the apartments a crowd of ecclesi- 
astics, and gentlemen of the sword, the greatest 
part whereof were the officers of his grace : his 
almoners, his gentlemen, his ushers, and valets de 
chambre. The l.'ity were, almost ail, so superbly 
dressed, that one would have taken them for noble- 
men rather than domestics, by their haughty looks, 
and affectation of being men of consequence. 
Wliile I beheld them, I could not help laughing, 
and ridiculing them within myself. '^ Egad, (said 
I,J these people are very happy in bearing the yoke 
oi servitude without feeling it ; for, in short, if 
they felt it, I imagine that their behaviour would 
be less assuming." Addressing myself to a grave 
jolly personage, that stood at the door of the arch- 
bishop's closet, in order to open and shut it when 
there was occasion, I asked civilly if I could not 
speak with his grace. *' Wait (said he drily) till 
his grace comes out to go to mass, and he will give 
you a moment's audience in passing. I armed my- 
self with patience, and endeavoured to enter into 
conversation with some of the officers : but they 
began to examine me from head to foot, without 
deigning to speak one syllable ; and then looked at 
one another, smiling with disdain at the liberty 
which I had taken, to mingle in their discourse. 
I was, I own, quite disconcerted at seeing myself 
treated in this manner by valets ; and had scarce 
recollected myself from the confusion in. which I 
was, when the closet door opened, and the archbi- 
shop appeared. 
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Immediately a profound silence prevailed among 
his officers, who, all of a sudden, laid aside tlieir 
insolent carriage, and assumed a respectful look in 
presence of their master. This prelate was in his 
sixty and ninth year, pretty much of the make of 
my uncle the canon Gil Perez ; that is, plump and 
short : he was very much bandy-legged into the 
bargain, and so bald, that he had only a small tuft 
of hair remaining on the back part of his head ; for 
which reason, he was obliged to cover his head in . 
a fine woollen cap with long ears. In spite of all J 
that, I observed in him the air of a roan of quality; 1 72^ *^ ^l 
doubd ess^^ because I knew him to " Sg^ ^e. .Wei- AAfiv^ o ^^^ 
common people look upon all your great noblemen ' ^ir^j^JC^^^ 
with a prepossession that often rives them an air I Jm^i^ 
ofjgjeatness which nature has refused. "" ' "^^ T 

The arch&ishop immediately advancing towards 
me, asked what I wanted, with a voice full of 
sweetness : and I told him, that I was the young 
man of whom Don Ferdinand de Leyva had spoke 
to him. He gave me no time to proceed ; but 
cried, " O ! you are the person then of whom he 
spoke so handsomely. I retain you in my service : 
you are a valuable acquisition. You may stay 
where you are." So saying, he went out, support- 
ed by two ushers, after having heard some clergy- 
men, who had something to communicate. Scarce 
was he out of the room, when the same officers 
who disdained my conversation, now courted it. 
They surrounded me, and with the utmost com- 
plaisance expressed their joy, at seeing me become 
a commensal officer of the palace. Having heard 
what their master said to me, they had a longing 
desire to know on what footing I was retained: 
but I was so malicious as to balk their curiosity, 
in revenge for their contempt. 

His grace returning in a litde time, made me 
follow him into his closet, that he might talk with 
me in private. I concluded, that his design in so 
doing was to try my understanding ; and, accord- 
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ingly, kept myself on my guard, and was resolved 
to weigh every word before I should speak it. He 
first of all examined me, on what is called human* 
ity ; and I did not answer amiss : he had occasion 
to see, that I was pretty well acquainted with the 
Greek and Latin authors. He then put me upon 
logic, where I expected him, and found me quite 
master of that subject. *' Tour education (said he 
to me, with some surprise) has not been neglected : 
let us now see your hand-writing." I thereupon 
took out of my pocket a sheet, which I had brought 
for the purpose : and the prelate seemed very well 
pleased with my performance. '* I am satisfied 
with your hand, (cried he,) and still more with 
your understanding. I shall thank my nephew 
Don Ferdinand for having given me such an able 
young man, whom I look upon as a real present." 

Bemg interrupted by the arrival of some noble 
men of Grenada, who came to dine with the arch 
bishop, I left them together, and withdrew among 
the officers, who were quite profuse in their com- 
plaisance to me. I went to dinner with them at 
the usual time ; and if they observed me at table, 
I did not fail* to examine them also. What saga- 
city there is in the exteriors of churchmen ! To 
me they appeared all saints ; so much was my 
mind over-awed by the place where I was : and I 
did not so much as suspect, that there could be 
any false money in tlie case ; as if no such thing 
was even seen among the princes of the church. 

Being seated by an old valet de chambre, whose 
name was MeKhior de la Ronda, he took great 
care to help me to the choice bits ; and this atten- 
tion which he expressed for me, inspiring me with 
a respect for him, he was charmed with my polite 
behaviour. '^ Signor cavalier, (said he softly to 
me, after dinner,) I want to have some private 
conversation with you." At the same time, he 
carried me to a part of the palace, where nobody 
eoald overbear us ; and there talked to me in this 
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manner: ''Son, from the very first momeitt in 
which I saw you, I felt an inclination for you : of 
this I will give you a certain proof, by imparting 
* something which may be of great advantage to 
yon. Tou are here in a family, where true and 
false devotees live pell-mell ; so that it will be an 
infinite time before you can of yourself be ac« 
^ quainted with the ground. But I will spare you 
such a tedious and disagreeable study, by disco- 
vering the characters of both ; after which, you 
may the more easily conduct yourself. 

'' I will begin (added he) with his grace, who is 
a very pious prelate, incessantly employed in edify- 
ing and reforming the people, by sermons of his 
own composition full of excellent morals. He 
quitted the court about twenty years ago, in order 
to devote himself entirely to his zeal for his flock. 
He is a learned man and a great orator, whose 
sole pleasure consists in preaching, and his hearers 
are ravished with admiration. Perhaps there is a 
little vanity in the case : But besides that it does 
not belong to man to penetrate the heart, it 
would be ungrateful in me to inquire into the 
faults of a person whose bread I eat. If I was 

rermitted to disapprove of any thing in my master, 
would blame hft severity. Instead of making 
an allowance for ecclesiastical foibles, he punishes 
them with too much rigour : in particular, he pro- 
secutes, without mercy; those who, relying on their 
innocence, attempt to justify themselves in a legal 
manner, in contempt of his authority. I observe 
another fault which is common to him with a great 
many people of quality : although he loves his do- 
mestics, he makes no consideration for their ser- 
vices, but lets tliem grow old, without ever think- 
ing of procuring for them some small settlement. 
If he gives them gratifications sometimes, they 
owe them solely to the goodness of somebody who 
has spoken in their behalf: for it would never come 
into his head to piovide for them otherwise." 
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This is wbat the old valet de chambre told me 
of his master ; and' he afterwards communicated 
his thoughts of the clergymen with whom we had 
dined ; pictures which but ill agreed with their 
external deportment Indeed he did not represent 
them as dishonest men, but only as bad priests ; 
excepting some, however, whose virtue he very 
much extolled. I was no longer at a loss how to 
regulate my features among those gentlemen : that 
very evening at supper, I, like them, assumed a 
sage aspect ; a task that costs nothing : so that we 
most not wonder that there are so many hypocrites 
in the world. 



CHAPTER III. 



I HAD been in the afternoon, to fetch my bag- 
gage and horse from the inn where I had lodged ; 
after which I returned to supper at the palace, 
where I found a very handsome chamber, and a 
down-bed, prepared for mc. His grace ordered me 
to be called early next morning ; and gave me a 
homily to transcribe, enjoining me to copy it with 
all possible exactness. This I performed minutely, 
without having forgot either accent, point, or com- 
ma; so that the joy he expressed was mingled with 
smrprise. '^ Good heaven ! (cried he in a transport, 
when he had surveyed all the sheets of my copy,) 
was ever any thing seen so correct .'' You tran- 
scribe so well that you must certainly understand 
grammar. Tell me ingenuously, my friend, have 
you found nothing that shocked you in writing it 
over f Some neglect, perhaps, in the style, or im- 
proper term .^" " O, Sir, (answered I, with an air 
of modesty,) I am not learned enough to make 
critical observations ; and if I was, I am persuaded 
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that the works of your grace would escape my 
censure." The prelate smiled at my reply ; and, 
though he said nothing, discovered tlirough all his 
piety, that he was a downright author. 

By thi^ ki nd of flattery, I entirely gaine< 
guud grU(^ti^, 'T)ecame more and more dear to him 
I every (lay ; and at length understood from Don 
\ Ferdinand, who visited him very often, that I was 
so much beloved, I might look upon my fortune as 
already made. This my master himself confirmed 
to me, a little time after, on the following occasion. 
One evening he repeated in his closet, when I was * 

present, with great enthusiasm, an homily which 
he intended to pronounce the next day in tlie ca- 
thedral ; and, not satisfied with asking my opinion 
of it in general, obliged me to single out the parti- 
cular passages which I most admired. I had the 
good luck to mention those that he himself looked 
upon to be the best, his own favourite morceaus : 
by which means I passed, in his judgment, for a 
man who had a delicate knowledge of tlie true 
beauties of a work. " This is (cried he,) what is 
caUed having taste and sentiment : well, friend, I 
assure thee thou hast not got Boeotian ears." In a 
word, he was so well satisfied with me, that he 
pronounced with some vivacity, " Gil Bias, hence- 
forth give thyself no uneasiness about thy fortune : 
I undertake to make it extremely agreeable ; I love 
thee ; and, as a proof of my sdlection, make thee 
my confidant." 

I no sooner heard these words than I fell at his 
grace's feet, quite penetrated with gratitude; I 
hj^nrtily f mhrnr^ his. bandy-legs^ and looked upon 
myself as a man on the high way to wealth and 
opulence. "Yes, my child, (resumed the arch- 
bishop, whose discourse had been interrupted by t^ ^.^^-.^^^ V^ 
ray prostration, ) thou shah be the tcpflsitoi:^ o f m^ nAj^-^iukA ' 
most sec jet thoughts. Listen with attention to > ^ 

what I am goinglo say : my chief pleasure consists ^'^^fp*^ ^^^^ 
in preaching ; Sie Lord gives a blessing to my ho« 
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milies ; they touch the hearts of sinners, make them 
seriously reflect on their conduct, and have re- 
course to repentance. I have sometimes the satis- 
faction to see a miser terrified by the images which 
I represent to his avarice, open his treasures, and 
squander them with aprodigal hand. I have also 
tore, as it were, the Efpicurean from his pleasures, 
filled hermitages with the sons of ambition, and 
confirmed in her duty the wife who has been shaken 
by the allurements of a seducing lover. These con- 
versions, which are frequent, ought of themselves 
to excite my study ; nevertheless, I will confess my 
weakness ; I propose to myself another reward, a 
reward which the delicacy of my virtue reproaches 
me with in vain! I mean the esteem that the 
world shews for fine polished writing. The honour 
of being reckoned a perfect orator has charmed my 
imagination ; my performances are thought equally 
strong and delicate ; but I would, of all things, 
avoid the fault of good authors who write too long, 
and retire without forfeiting the least tittle of my 
reputation. Wherefore, my dear Gil Bias, (conti- 
nued the prelate,) one tiling that I exact of thy 
zeal is, whenever tiiou shah perceive my pen smack 
of old age, and my genius flag, don't fail to adver- 
tise me of it : for I don't trust to my own judg- 
ment, which may be seduced by self-love. That 
observation must proceed from a disinterested un- 
derstanding, and I make choice of thine, which I 
know is good ; resolved to stand to thy decision." 
^' Thank heaven, Sir, (said I,) that period is far oflf: 
besides, a genius like that of your grace will pre- 
serve its vigour much better than any other ; or to 
speak more justly, will be always the same. I 
look upon you as another cardinal Ximenes, whose 
superior genius, instead of being weakened by age, 
seemed to receive new strength from it." "No 
flattery, friend, (said he, interrupting me,) I know 
1 am Uable to sink all at once : people at my age 
begin to feel infirmities, and the infirmities of the 
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body often affect the understanding. I repeat it 
to thee again, Gil Bias, as soon as thou shalt judge 
mine in the least impaired, be sure to give me no- 
tice ; and be not afraid of speaking freely and sin-* 
cerely, for I shall receive thy advice as a mark of 
thy affection. Besides, thy interest is concerned ; 
if unhappily for thee, it should come to my ears, 
chat the public says my discourses have no longer 
'their wonted force, and that it is high time for me 
to repose myself; I frankly declare that thou shalt 
lose my friendship, as well as the fortune I have 
promised. Such will be tlie fruit of tliy foolish 
reserve !" 

Here my patron left off speaking, in order to 
hear my reply, which was, a promise to behave ac- 
cording to his desire. From that moment he con- 
cealed nothing from me. I became his favourite ; 
an event which none of his domestics, except Mel- 
chior de la Ronda, could perceive without envy. 
It was a diverting scene to behold the manner in 
which the gentlemen and squires then lived with 
the confidant of his grace : they were not ashamed 
to be guilty of grovelling meannesses, in order to 
captivate my good will. 1 could scarce believe 
they were Spaniards; though I did them good 
offices, without being the dupe of their selfish com- 
plaisance. His grace the archbishop, at my request, 
exerted himself in their favour : to one he procured 
a company, and put him in a condition to make a 
figure in die army. Another he sent to Mexico, to 
take possession of a considerable post which he 
had obtained for him ; and my friend Melchior, 
through my means, enjoyed a handsome gratifica- 
tion. This condescension convinced me, that 
though the prelate did not anticipate people's de- 
sires, he rarely refused any favour that was asked. 

But what I did for a certain priest deserves, in 

my opinion, to be told : one day, a licentiate, 

whose name was Lewis Garcia, a young man of a 

^'Cfy gcKxl appearance, was presented to me by our 
H 2 Vol. II. I J 
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steward ; who said, " Signor Gil Bias, this honest 
clergyman is one of my best friends ; he was chap- 
lain of a nunnery ; and his virtue has not escaped 
scandal : some people have done him ill offices 
with his grace, who has suspended him, and is un- 
happily so much prejudiced against him, that he 
will listen to no solicitation in his behalf. We have 
employed, to no purpose, all the persons of rank 
in Grenada, to beg that he may be re-established ^ 
but our master is quite inflexible." 

'^ Gentlemen (said I) you have gone the wrong 
way to work ; it would have been better for Mr. 
Licentiate if no solicitation had been made ; for 
in their endeavours to serve him, they have done 
him a manifest injury. I am well acquainted with 
his grace ; intreaties and recommendations serve 
only to aggravate, in his opinion, the fault of an 
ecclesiastic. It was but t'otlier day I heard him 
say to himself, ' The more people a priest, who 
has been guilty of irregularity, engages to speak to 
me in> his behalf, the more is the scandal augment- 
■cd, and the more severity do I exercise.'" — " That 
is unfortunate (replied the steward) and my friend 
would be very much embarrassed if he was not 
blessed with a good hand : happily for him, ]^e 
writes to admiration ; and, by the help of that 
talent, keeps himself out of difficulties." I was 
curious to see if this writing, so much extolled, was 
much better than my own : and the licentiate, who 
had a specimen in his pocket, shewed me a page 
that I admired very much, for it looked like a 
writing-master's copy. While I considered this 
beautiful performance, a thought coming into my 
head, I desired Garcias to leave the paper, telling 
him that I might possibly make some use of it, that 
would turn out to his advantage ; that I could not 
explain myself at that time, but would next day 
tell him more of the matter. The licentiate, to 
whom, in all probability, the steward had made an 
eulogium of my genius, withdrew as much satisfied 
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as if he had been already reinstated in his office. 
I was truly deshrous that he might be so ; and that 
same day laboured for him in the following man- 
ner : being alone with the archbishop, I shewed 
him the writing of Garcias, with which my patron 
seemed quite charmed : then laying hold of the 
opportunity, " Sir (said I to him.) sin<^e. y ou won*t 
cause yonr homilies toHbe pnnte d, I wish they 
were aTTeast written in this hand." " I am 
satisfied with thine (answered the prelate,) but I 
own I should not be sorry to have a copy of my 
work in that hand." '^ Your Grace (I replied) has 
nothing to do but to speak : the man who paints so 
well is a licentiate of my acquaintance, who will be 
ravished to do that service for you ; the more, be* 
cause by these means he may interest your good- 
ness in extricating him from themelancoly situation 
in which he has the misfortune to be at present" 

The prelate did not fail to ask the name of the 
licentiate : upon which I said, " He is called Lewis 
Garcias, and is in despair on account of having 
incurred your displeasure." " That Garcias Tsaid 
he, interrupting me) was, if I am not mistaKen, 
chaplain to a convent of nuns, and lies under the 
oensure of the church : I remember some informa- 
tions that I received against him : his morals are 
but indifferent." '^ Sir, said I, (interrupting him 
in my turn,) I will not undertake to justify him ; 
out I know he has enemies ; and pretends, Uiat the 
authors of those informations which you have seen 
were more bent upon doing him ill offices than on 
telling the truth." " That may be (replied the 
archbishop ;) there are abundance of very danger- 
ous dispositions in this world. Besides, granted 
that his conduct has not been always irreproach- 
able, he may have repented of his misbehaviour ; 
and in short, there is mercy for every transgression. 
Bring the licentiate hitlier ; I take off his suspen- 



sion." 



Thus it is, that the most severe men abate of 
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their severit y, when mpre dear self-interest is con** 
vX gfrted. The archbishop granted, wiihout aim- 
culty, to the vain pleasure of having his works well 
writ, that which he had refused to the most power- 
ful solicitations. I carried the news immediately 
to the steward, who imparted them to his friend 
Garcias : who, the very next day, coming to 
make an acknowledgment of thanks suitable to the 
favour obtained, I presented* him to my master, 
who contented himself with reprimanding him 
slightly, and gave him the homilies to transcribe. 
Garcias acquitted himself so well, that he was re- 
established in his ministry, and even obtained the 
living of Gabia, a large market-town in the neigh- 
bourhood of Grenada. 



CHAPTER IF. 



While I thus bestowed my service on diiferent 
people, Don Ferdinand being about to leave Grena- 
da, I visited that nobleman before his departure, 
in order to thank him anew, for the excellent post 
which he had procured for me. I appeared to him 
so well satisfied with my condition, that he said, 
*' My dear Gil Bias, I am ravished to find thee so 
well pleased with my uncle the archbishop." " I 
am charmed with him (I replied,) and shall never 
be able to show myself grateful enough for his ge- 
nerosity to me. Nothing less could have consoled * 
me for the loss of Don Caesar and his son." " I 
am persuaded (answered he) that they are botli 
extremely mortified at your absence;, hm, perhaps, 
you are not separated for ever :(mvi um m ay ong 
i\^y bring ymi together again." Melted by these 
words, I sighed, a'ndTburi3'"at that instant my love 
for Don Alphonso so great, that I would have 
willingly abandoned the archbishop, with all the 
agreeable hopes he had given me, to return to the 
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castle of Leyva, if the obstacle that banished me 
from it had been removed. Don Ferdinand perceiv- 
ed the emotions of my soul, which pleased him so 
much, that he embraced me with affection, and 
assured me that his whole family would always 
bear a part in my destiny. 

Two months after this gentleman's departure, in 
the very zenith of my favour, we had a hot alarm 
in the episcopal palace : the archbishop was seized 
with a nt of the apoplexy ; he was, however, suc- 
coured immediately, and such salutary medicines 
aidrainistered, that in a few days his health was 
re-establishtd : but his understandin g had received 
a rude shock, wbidiXplainly percflv'.ed in the very 
next discourse Jntiii(cb.-be-€ompQsed ■ I ^id not, 
however, find the difference between this and the 
rest so sensible, as to make me conclude that the 
orator began to flag; and waited for another homily 
to fix my resolution. This indeed was quite deci- 
sive ; sometimes the good old prelate repeated the 
same thing over and over ; sometimes rose too 
high, or sunk too low : it was a vague discourse, 
the rhetoric of an old professor, a mere capu- 
cinade.* 

I was not the only person who took notice of 
this : the greatest part of the audience, when he 
pronounced it, as if they had been also hired to 
examine it, said softly to one another, ** This ser- 
mon smells strong of the apoplexy." Come, master 
homily-critic (said I then to myself) prepare to do 
your office : you see that his grace begins to fail : 
it is your duty to give him notice of it, not only as 
the depository of his thoughts, but likewise, lest 
some one of his friends should be free enough witli 
him to prevent you : in that case you know what 
would happen : your name would be erased from 



* Capucinade. A sarcasm on the sermons of the Capu- 
chins, which are not remarkable for correctness of compo- 

aitioo. 
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hb last will, in which there is, doubtless, a better 
legacy provided for you than the library of the 
licentiate Sedillo. 

After these reflections, I made others of a quite 
contrary nature. To give the notice in question, 
seemed a delicate point : I imagined that it might 
be ill received by an author like him, conceited of 
his own works ; but rejecting this suggestion, I 
represented to myself, that he could not possibly 
take it amiss, after having exacted it of me in so 
pressing a manner. Add to this, that I depended! 
upon my being able to mention it with address, 
and make him swallow the pill without reluc- 
tance. In a word, finding that I ran a greater risk 
in keeping silence than in breaking it, I determined 
to speak. 

The only thing that embarrassed me now, was 
how to break the ice. . Luckily the orator himself 
extricated me from that difficulty, by asking what 

Eeople said of him, and if they were satisfied with 
is last discourse. I answered, that his homilies 
were always admired, but in my opinion the last 
had not succeeded so well as the rest, in afiecting 
the audience. *' How, friend ! (replied he, with 
astonishment) has it met with any Aristarchus ?"* 
" No, sir (said I) by no means : such works as 
yours are not to be criticised ; every body is charm- 
ed with them. Nevertheless, since you have laid 
your injunctions upon me to be free and sincere, I 
will take the liberty to tell you, that your last 
discourse, in my judgment, has not altogether the 
energy of your other performances. Are not you 
of the same opinion ?" 

My master grew pale at these words ; and said 
with a forced smile, '^ So then, Mr. Gil Bias, this 
piece is not to your taste .^" '^ I don't say so. Sir, 
cried I, quite disconcerted : I think it excellent, 

* Aristarchus, a great critic in the time of Ptolemy 
Philadelphus. 
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•hhough a little inferior to your other works/' 
>' I understand you (he replied ;) you think I flag, 
don't you f Come, be plain : you believe it is time 
for me to think of retiring." " I should not have 
been so bold (said I) as to speak so freely, if your 
grace had not commanded me : I do no more, 
therefore, than obey you : and I most humbly beg 
that you will not be ofiendcd at my freedom." 
" God forbid (cried lie, with precipitation,) God 
forbid that I should find fault witfi it. In so do- 
ing, I should be very unjust. I don't at all take 
it iU that you speak your sentiment ; it is your 
sentiment only that I find bad. I have been most 
egregiously deceived in your narrow understand- 
ing^" 

Though I was disconcerted, I endeavoured to 

find some mitigation, in order to set things to 
rights again : but how is it possible to appease an 
incensed author, one especially who has been ac- 
customed to hear himself praised f ^* Say no more, . 
my child, (said he :) you are yet too raw to make 
proper distinctions. Know, that I never composed 
a better homily than that which you disapprove ; 
for my genius, thank heaven, hath, as yet, lost 
nothing of its vigour. Henceforth I will make a 
better choice of a confidant, and keep one of greater 
ability than you. Go (added he, pushing me by 
the shoulders out of his closet,) go tell my trea- 
surer to give you a hundred ducats, and may 
heaven conduct you with that sum. Adieu, Mr. 
Gil Bias, I wish you all manner of prosperity, with 
a little more taste." 



CHAPTER V. 



I WENT out of the closet, cursing the caprice, 
or rather weakness of the archbishop, and more 



18 i ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAd. 

enraged against him than aiBicted at the loss of hi^ 
favour. 1 even doubted some time, if I should go 
and touch my hundred ducats ; but, after mature 
deliberation, I was not fool enough to refuse them. 
J considered, that this money would not deprive 
me of the right of ridiculing the prelate ; in which 
I was resolved not to be wanting, as often as hb 
homilies should be brought upon the carpet, in my 
presence. 

I went, therefore, and demanded the hundred 
ducats of the treasurer, without mentioning a sin- 
gle word of what had happened between his master 
and me: and went afterwards in quest of Melchior 
de la Ronda, to bid him an eternal adieu. He 
loved me too much to be insensible of my misfor- 
tune, which while I recounted, 1 perceived that 
grief was painted on his countenance. In spite of 
all the respect he owed the archbishop, he could 
not help blaming his behaviour. But as I swore 
in my rage that the prelate should pay for it, and 
that 1 would make the whole town merry at h^ 
cxpence, the sage Melchior said to me, '* Believe 
me, my dear Gil Bias, you had better suppress 
your resentment. People of an inferior rank ought 
always to respect persons of quality, whatever 
cause they may have given them to complain. 
There are, I own, some very mean noblemen, ivho 
scarce deserve the least consideration ; but, as they 
have the power of doing mischief, they are to be 
feared." 

I thanked the old valet de charobre for his good 
advice, which I promised to observe. " If you go 
(said he) to Madrid, you shall visit Joseph Navarro, 
my nephew, who is clerk of the kitchen to Signior 
Don Balthazar de Zuniga ; and, I dare say,ayoung 
man worthy of your friendship, frank, brisk, oblig- 
ing, and forward to serve his friends : 1 wish that 
he and you may become acquainted." I answered, 
that I would not fail to wait on this Joseph Na- 
varro, on my first arrival at Madrid, whither I was 
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determined to go. I then quitted the archbishop's 

fialace, with an intent never to set foot in it again, 
f I had still been in possession of my horse, I 
should have, perhaps, set out immediately for To- 
ledo ; but I had sold him while I was in favour, 
believing that 1 should have no farther occasion 
for his service. I hired a furnished room, resolv* 
ing to stay K month at Grenada, and then repair to 
the Count de Polan. 

As dinner-time approached, I asked of my land- 
lady, if there was not an eating-house in the neigh- 
bourhood ; and she answering, that there was an 
excellent one a few steps from her house, where 
there was very good accommodation, and a great 
deal of good company ; I made her show me the 
place, and going thither a little after, was directed 
mto a large hall, which bore some resemblance to 
a refectory. Ten or twelve people sat at a large 
table, covered with a dirty cloth, conversing with 
one another, while everv one ate his own little 
portion. . My mess was likewise brought, which, at 
another time, would, doubtless, have made me re- 
gret the table I had lost ; but I was then so much 
{»iqued against the archbishop, that the scanty al- 
owance of my eating-house seemed preferable to 
the good cheer I had enjoyed in his palace. I 
condemned a variety of dishes, and arguing like 
the doctor of Valladolid, Unhappy are those ^said 
I to myself) who frequent such pernicious taoles, 
where one must continually be on his guard against 
sensuality, for fear of overloading his stomach. 
Can one eat too little ? In my ill humour, I praised 
those very aphorisms I had hitherto very much 
neglected. 

nhile J dispatched my commons, without fear 
of exceeding the bounds of temperance, the licen- 
tiate Lewis Garcias, now become vicar of Gabia, 
in the manner already related, came into the hall. 
He no sooner perceived me than he came running 
lo salute me with the utmost eagerness, or rather 
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with all the expressions of excessive joy. He hug- 
ged me close, and 1 vi^as obliged to undergo a very 
long compliment on the service I had done him. 
He fatigued me with his demonstrations of grati- 
tude. " 'Fore gad, my dear patron, since I have 
had the good fortune to meet you here, we shan't 
part without a glass ; but as there is no good wine 
m this eating-house, I will carry you, if you please, 
after our scanty repast, to a place where I will 
treat you with a bottle of fine dry.Lucena, and a 
glass of fine Muscadine of Foncarrel. We must 
certainly commit that debauch. I wish I had the 
happiness of enjoying you a few days only, at my 
parsonage at Gabia. There you should be received 
like a generous Msecenas, to whom I owe the quiet 
and easy life I lead." 

While he talked to me in this manner, his allow- 
ance was served, and he went to work, without 
ceasing, however, to entertain me, at intervals, 
with something which he thought would flatter my 
vanity. I laid hold of this opportunity to speak 
in my turn ; and as he did not forget to enquire 
about his friend the steward, 1 made no mystery of 
my leaving the archbishop's service. I even re- 
lated to him the most minute circumstance of my 
disgrace, to which he listened with great attention. 
After what he had said to me, who would not have 
expected to hear him, penetrated with the most grate- 
ful sorrow, exclaim against the archbishop f But this 
was the farthest thing from his thoughts. He grew 
indifierent and pensive, finished his dinner without 
speaking a word, then rising suddenly from table, 
bid me good bye, in a cool manner, and disap- 
peared. The.migrate ful w^r clch saoing «iej jo lonjc - 
er in a condition to serve him, spared himself 
even the trouble of coiicealing hlsTTenl igifints. I 
laughed at his ingratitu3e,'littd'1ookeJonhim with 
all the contempt he deser^'ed ; called to him aloud, 
that I might be heard, '^ Holloa! you sage chaplain 
•f nuns, go and give orders to cool that delicious 
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wine of Lucena, with which yoa have promised tm 
regale me." 



CHAPTER VL 



Garcias was no sooner out of the hall, than 
two well-dressed cavaliers came in and sat down 
bv me ; they began to talk of the players of the 
Grenada coippany, and of a new comedy which 
was then on the stage. This piece, according to 
their discourse, made a great noise in the city; 
and I resolved to go and see it that very day ; for 
I had not been at a play since my arrival at Gre- 
nada. As 1 had almost all the time lived in the 
archbishop's palace, where that diversion was ana- 
thematised, I had taken care not to indulge that 
pleasure, but amused myself entirely with my mas- 
ter's homilies. 

I repsured, therefore, at the profier time, to the 
play-house, where I ibund a numerous assembly ; 
overheard all around me dissertations on the piece, 
before it began, and observed that every body un- 
dertook to criticise it. One person declared him- 
self for, another against the performance. ^' Was 
there ever a work better composed ?" said one on 
my right. " What a pitiful style !" cried one on 
my left. Truly, if there are a good many bad au- 
thors, it must be allowed there are still a greater 
number of wretched critics : and when I consider 
the mortifications that dramatic poets must under- 
go, I am astonished that there are any so bold as 
to brave the ignorance of the multitude, and the 
dangerous censure of witlings, who sometimes cor- 
rupt the judgment of the public. 

At length the Gracioso* presented himself to 

* A favourite actor. 
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open the scene. He was saluted, on his first ap« 
pearance, with a general clap ; by which I perceived 
that he was one of those spoiled actors, in whom 
the pit pardons every thing. And, indeed, this 
player did not speak one word, nor perform one 
gesture, without attracting applause. The audience 
made him too sensible of the pleaure they had in 
seeing him on the stage ; and he abused their favour 
accordingly. I perceived that be sometimes forgot 
himself in the middle of a scene, and put their 

i>repossession in his behalf to . too severe a proof : 
or they would often have done him justice, had 
they hissed instead of extolling him to the skies. 

There was likewise a clapping of hands at the 
appearance of some other actors, and in particular 
<H an actress, %vho performed the part of a waiting- 
woman ; whom, having considered with attention, 
uj^ / ^^ terms can express my surprise when 1 recol- 
H t^^^^^ • y lected in her the persono f Laura,, my de ar Laura ! 

whom I still b elieved tolbe In the servi( 
ge ntejlf TVl adnj IT" I "cbiiTd not doubt "that It was 
she; her shape, her features, the sound of her 
voice, every thing assured me that I was not mis- 
taken. Nevertheless, as if I had mistrusted the 
evidence of my eyes and ears, I asked her name of 
a cavalier, who sat by me. " Hey ! (said he) from 
whence come you ? It seems you are just arrived, 
since you don't know the fair Estella." 

The resemblance was too perfect for me to be 
deceived by this disguise ; I could easily conceive, 
that Laura, when she changed her condition, had 
also altered her name ; and curious to know her 
situation, for tlie public is generally pretty well 
acquainted with the affairs of persons in her 

gbere, I begged to know of the same man, if this 
Stella had not some gallant of importance. He 
answered, that a Portuguese nobleman, called the 
Marquis de Marialva, who had been about two 
months at Grenada, was at a considerable expence 
on her account. He might have told me a great 
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deal more, if I had not been afraid of fatiguing him 
with questions. I was more engrossed by the 
news which this cavalier had told me, than by the 
rebresentlttion of the play ; and if any body had 
asked me the subject of the piece, when 1 came out, 
he would have embarrassed me not a little ; I did 
nothing but muse upon Liaura, or Estella, and 
firmly resolved to go and visit her next day; 
though I was not without anxiety about the re- 
ception I should meet with. I had reason to 
believe, that tlie sight of me would not yield her 
much pleasure in this brilliant situation of her 
affairs ; nay, t imagined that such a good actress, 
in order to revenge herself upon one, with whom 
she had certainly cause to be dissatisfied, would 
probably disclaim his acquaintance. All this did 
not dissuade me from my design of going. After a 
slight repast (for such only my eating-htiuse afforded) 
I went home to my lodging, where I waited im- 
patiently for the next day. 

I slept little that night, and got up before the 
sun ; but as I concluded that a nobleman's mistress 
would not be visible so early, I spent three or four 
hours in dressing, shaving, powdering, and per- 
fuming ; resolving to present myself before her, in 
such a condition, as would give her no cause to 
blush at seeing me again. 1 sallied out about ten 
o'clock, and repaired to her lodging, to which I 
received a direction, at the house where the players 
lived. She possessed the chief apartment of a 
large house ; the door of which bemg opened to 
me, by a chambermaid, 1 told her that I wanted to 
speak with dame Estella. The maid went U> 
signify my desire, and I immediately heard her 
mistress pronounce, with a loud voice. Who is 
the young man? what does he want? Let him come 
m." By this I concluded, that I had chosen an 
onseasonable time for my visit, that her Portuguese 
lover was at her toilet, and that her reason for 
spealung so lood, was to persuade him that she 
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never received suspected messages. My conjecture 
was true ; the Marquis de Marialva commonly 
passed the morning in her company ; and I ex- 
pected a very disagreeable compliment, when this 
truly original actress, seeing me appear, ran to 
me with open arms, crying, '^ Ah ! my dear brother! 
is it you ?" And with these words, embraced me 
several times. Then turning to her gallant, ^' My 
lord (said she) pardon me for yielding to the force 
of blood in your presence. After an absence of 
three years, 1 cannot behold a brother, whom I 
tenderly love, without giving him some marks of 
my affection. Well, my dear Gil Bias (continued 
she, addressing me anew,) tell me some news of my 
family : in what condition did you leave it ?" 

This question embarrassed me at first; but I soon 
discovered Laura's intention, and seconding' her 
artifice, answered with an air suited to the scene 
we had to act, " Thank heaven, sister, our parents 
are in good health." — '^ I don't doubt (she replied) 
that you are astonished to find me an actress at 
Grenada ; but do not condemn me unheard. Three 
years ago, as you remember, my father thought he 
bad settled me to advantage, by giving me in 
marriage to captain Don Antonio Ccello, who 
carried me from the Asturias to Madrid, where he 
was born. Six montlis after our arrival in that city, 
having had an affair of honour brought upon him 
by his own violent humour, he killed a cavalier, 
who had taken it in his head to favour me with 
some attention. This gentleman being related to 
persons of great quality and credit, my husband, 
who had no interest, fled into Catalonia, with all 
the money and jewels he could find in the house ; 
embarked at Barcelona, crossed into Italy, engaged 
in the service of the Venetians, and at last lost his 
life in the Morea, fighting against the Turks. In 
the mean time, our landed estate was confiscated, 
and I had but a very small jointure lefL What 
could 1 do in such a troublesome extremity f I 
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could not return into the Asturias : for what pur- 
pose go thither ? all the consolation I should have 
received from my family, would have been no 
more than s\'mpathy and condolence. On the 
other hand, I had been too well educated to be 
capable of embracing a life of libertinism. Upon 
what determination then could I fix ? I have turned 
actress to preserve my character ?" 

The Marquis de Marialva, who lost not a word 
of the whole discourse, implicitly believed every 
syllable of what Don Antonio's widow was pleased 
to utter. He even joined in the conversation, and 
asked if I was in any business at Grenada or else- 
where. I was in some doubt, at that instant, 
whether or no I should tell a lie ; but thinking 
that unnecessary, I spoke truth, recounting every 
circumstance of my entering into, and quitting the 
archbishop's service ; which afforded infinite diver- 
sion to the Portuguese nobleman. It is true, that 
notwithstanding my promise to Melchior, I made 
myself a little merry at the expence of his grace* 
But the most diverting part of the scene was, that 
Laura, who thought I invented a story in imitation 
of her, burst out into loud fits of laughter, which 
she would have probably spared, had she known 
that I did not dissemble. 

Having ended my narration, which I finished 
with the lodging 1 had hired, word was brought 
that dinner was on the table. Upon which I would 
have retired, in order to go and dine at my eating- 
house; but Laura, stopping me, said, "What do 
you mean, brother ! you shall dine with me ! and 1 * 
won't even sufier you to live any longer in a hired 
room ; for I intend you shall both eat and lodge in 
my house. Order your baggage to be brought 
hither this evening ; I have a bed to spare.'' 

The Portuguese nobleman, who, perhaps, was 
not very well pleased with this hospitality, ad- 
dressing himself to Laura, said, " No, Estella, yo« 
have not convenience for him in these lodgings. 



i 
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Tour brother seems to be a pretty young fellow ; 
and the advantage he has in being so dear to you, 
interests me in his favour. I will take him into 
my service: he shall be my favourite secretary, 
and chief confidant. Let him not fail to come and 
sleep at my house this very night ; for I will order 
an apartment to be prepared for the purpose. I 
will allow him a salary of four hundred ducats ; 
and if, in the sequel, I have cause, as I hope I 
shall, to be satisfied with his behaviour, I will put 
him in a condition to console himself for being too 
sincere with the arclibishop." 

The acknowledgments which I made to the Mar** 
quis at this juncture were followed by those ot 
Laura, who improved upon mine. So saying, he 
saluted his theatrical princess, and went away. 
She led me immediately into a closet, where seeing 
herself alone with me, ^* I should burst (cried she) 
if I was obliged to resist any longer the inclination 
I have to laugh.*' Then throwing herself into an 
easy chair, and holding her sides, she laughed 
immoderately, as if she had lost her senses. I 
found it impossible not to follow her example, and 
when we had indulged ourselves sufficiently, " Con- 
fess, Gil Bias (said she,) that we have acted a 
pleasant farce : but I did not expect such a cata- 
strophe ; my design being no other than to provide 
for you a table and lodging in my house ; which, 
that I might offer with decency, I made thee pass 
for my brother. I am ravished that such a good 
post has occurred to ihee by accident. The Mar- 
quis de Marialva is a generous nobleman, who will 
even exceed his promise in thy favour. Another 
(added she) might not, perhaps, have given such a 
gracious reception to one who quits his friends 
without bidding them farewell ; but 1 am one of 
those good creatures, wlio cannot help seeing again, 
with pleasure, a rogue whom they have once loved." 
I candidly acknowledged my impolite behaviour, 
for which I asked pardon. She then conducted me 
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into a very handsome dining-room, where we sac 
down at table, and, as a waiting woman and 
lacquey were present, behaved to one another like 
brother and sister. 

Having dined, we went back to the same closet 
where we had conversed together before. There 
my incomparable Laura, giving a loose to all her 
natural gaiety, demanded an account of all my 
adventures since our separation. I made a faithful 
recital of the whole : and when I had gratified her 
curiosity, she gave me the same satisfaction, in 
recounting the following history of herself. 



CHAPTER VII. 



I AM going to relate, as succinctly as I can, 
by what accident I embraced the profession of a 
player. 

Great events happened ailer you left me in such 
an honourable manner. My mistress Arsenia, 
rather tired than disgusted with the world, re- 
nounced the stage, and carried me with her to a 
fine estate which she had bought near Zamora, 
with the price of her favout-s. In this city we 
soon contracted an acquaintance, and going thither, 
frequendy, to pass a day or two, came back again, 
and shut ourselves up in our castle. 

In one of these small journies, Don Felix Mai-* 

donada, the corregidor's only son, saw me by 

accident, and happening to be pleased with my 

appearance, sought an opportunity of speaking with 

roe in private, which, that I may conceal nothing 

firom thee, I own, was facilitated by mysel£ He 

was a cavalier not yet twenty years old, fair as 

love himsdf, a mere pattern in shape, .and still 
I Vol. n. IS 
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more engaging, by his gallant and generous be* 
haviour, than by bis person : for he made me an 
offer of a large brilliant, which he had on his finger, 
with such a good grace, and pressing intreaties, 
tliat I could not for my soul reUise it. I did not 
possess such an amiable gallant with indifference, 
but what madness is it in Abigails to attach them* 
selves to the young heirs of persons in authority . / 
His father, the most severe of all corregidors, in 
formed of our intelligence, made haste to prevent 
the consequences of it, and ordered me to be ap- 
prehended by a troop of alguaiils, who carried me^ ' 
regardless of my cries, to the hospital of com 
passion*. There, without any other form or pro- 
cess, the superior ordered me to be stript of my 
ring and dress, and clothed with a long gown of 
grey serge, girded about me with a strap of black 
leather, from whence a rosary of large beads hung 
down to my heels. This being performed, I was 
conducted into a hall, where I found an old monk, 
of an order that I did not know, who fell a preach- 
ing penitence to me, much in the same manner at 
dame Leonarda exhorted thee to patience in the 
cavern. He told me that I was very much obliged 
to those who caused me to be shut up in that 
place, for they had done infinite service, in 
rescuing me from the snares of the devil. I will 
frankly own my ingratitude : far from thinking 
myself beholden to those who had done me the 
good office, I loaded them with imprecations. 

Eight days I passed in afflicting myself; but on 
the ninth, (for I counted the very minutes,) my 
fate seemed to bear another aspect: crossing a 
small court, I met the steward of our house, a 
person who ruled with unlimited sway; the su- 
perior herself was under his command ; and be 
rendered an account of his stewardship to none 
but the corregidor, on whom alone he depended, 

* Id other words, the house of correction. 



* 
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and whose entire confidence he enjoyed. Hia 
name was Pedro Zendono ; he was bom in the 
town of Sellesdon, in Biscay, being a tall, pale, 
meagre man, whose figure would have served as an 
excellent pattern for the picture of a rank rogue. 
He scarce seemed to look at the sisters ; and, in 
short, thou never sawest such an hypocritical face, 
although thou hast lived in an archbishop's palace. 

Well then, (said she,) I met this Signor Zendono, 
who stopt me, saying, ^^ Daughter, be comforted ; I 
am touched with your misfortune." He said no 
more, but went about his business, leaving me to 
make what commentaries I pleased on such a 
laconic text As I believed him to be a good man, 
I innocently concluded that he had taken the 
trouble of examining into the cause of my confine- 
ment, and finding me not guilty enough to deserve 
such unworthy treatment, was resolved to do me 
a good ofiice with the corregidor. I was little 
acquainted with the Biscayan, who had quite other 
intentions. He then resolved in his mind the 
scheme of a journey, which he imparted to me a 
few days after. " My dear Laura, (said he,) I am 
so much aflected with your sufierings, that I am 
resolved to put an end to them immediately. In 
so doing, I know I shall embrace my own ruin : 
but I am no longer master of myself. I intend to 
take you out of prison to-morrow, and conduct 
you in person to Madrid : being resolved to sacri- 
fice every thing to the pleasure of being your de- 
liverer." 

I was ready to swoon with joy at these words of 
Zendono, who judging, by my acknowledgments, 
that 1 longed for nothing so much as liberty, had 
the impudence to carry me ofi* next day, in sight of 
every body, by the following stratagem. He told 
the superior, that he had orders to bring me to the 
corregidor, who was at a pleasure-house two leagues 
firom town : and, with the utmost assurance, made 
me get into a pcK|t-chaise with him, drawn by two 
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j^ood mules, which he had bought for that purpoie; 
and attended by no other servant than a valet, 
who conducted the chaise, and was entirely de- 
voted to the steward, we set out, not for Madrid, 
as I imagined, but toward the frontiers of Portugal, 
where we arrived, before the corregidor of Zamont 
could get notice of our flight, and send the beagles 
of justice in pursuit of us. 

Before we entered Braganza, the Biscayan made 
me put on a suit of men's clothes, which he 
had the precaution to provide ; and now looking 
upon me as fairly embarked with him said to me, 
at the inn where we lodged, ^^ Fair Laura, be not 
oflended with me for bringing you into Portugal , 
for the corregidor of Zamora will make search for 
us in our native country, as two criminals to whom 
Spain ought not to afford a retreat But (added 
he) we can shelter ourselves from his resentment 
in this foreign kingdom, although it be at present 
under the dominion of the Spanish monarchy 
Here we shall, at least, be more secure than in our 
own country. Follow, therefore, a man who adoret 
you ; and let us settle at Coinibra, where I will 
become a spy for the holy office, and under the 
shade of that formidable tribunal our days wiU 
smoothly glide in ease and pleasure." 

Such a forward proposal gave me to understand, 
that I had to do with a cavalier, who did not chuse 
to redress the grievances of damsels merely for the 
glory of knight-errantry. I perceived that he de- 
pended a good deal upon my gratitiule, and still 
more upon my distress. Nevertheless, though 
these two considerations spoke to me in his behalf, 
I rejected his proposal with disdain. It is true, 
indeed, 1 had two strong reasons for shewing 
myself so reserved : I disliked his person, and dis- 
trusted his circumstances. But, when returning to 
the charge, he offered to wed me, as a preliminary, 
and shewed me that his stewardship had put him 
in a condition to enjoy himself for a long time, I 
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won't deny that I began to listen to his addresses. 
I was dallied by the gold and jewels which he 
spread before me, and found, by experience, that 
as many metamorphosesNire made by interest as by 
love. My Biscayan became, gradually, quite an- 
other man in my eyes ; his tall, withered carcase 
assumed the form of a fine shape ; his pale com- 
plexion seemed agreeably fair ; and I gave a fa- 
vourable appellation to his hypocritical look. I 
then accepted his hand, witliout reluctance, in the 
face of heaven, which he called to witness our 
engagement Afler this, he suffered no contra- 
diction on my part ; we set out again on our travels ; 
and, in a short time, Coimbra beheld a new family 
within its walls. 

My husband purchased for me some handsome 
clothes adapted to my own sex, and presented me 
with several diamonds, among which I recollected 
that of Don Felix Maldonado. This discovery was 
sufficient to make me conceive how all the jewels 
I had seen were acquired, and to persuade me that 
I had not married a scrupulous observer of the 
seventh article of the decalogue. But, considering 
myself as the first cause of his dexterity, I forgave 
liim in my heart : for a woman will excuse even 
the bad actions which her beauty prompts the men 
to commit ; otherwise, I should have thought him 
an execrable villain. 

I was pretty well satisfied with him for two or 
three months, during which he behaved in a gallant 
manner, and seemed to love me with great tender- 
ness ; nevertheless, these marks of affection were 
false appearances ; for the rogue cheated me at last. 
One morning, on my return from mass, 1 found 
nothing at home but bare walls: the whole fur- 
niture, with all my baggage, was carried off: 
Zendono, and his faithful valet, had taken their 
measures so well, that in less than an hour the 

Sieral pillage of the house had been begun and 
shed, m such a manner, that with the dotbes 
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only which I had on my back, and the ringof Dmi 
Felix, which Avas luckily on my finger, I saw myself 
abandoned by ati ungrateful wretch, like another 
Ariadne. But, I assure thee, I did not amuse 
myself with nmking elegies on my misfortunes ; I 
rather thanked heaven for having delivered me 
from such a wretch, who could not fail, soon or 
ate, to fall into the hands of jusUce; and looked 
upon the days we had spent together as so much 
lost time, for which I would soon make myself 
amends. Had I been desirous of staying in Por- 
tugal, and attaching myself to some lady of fashion, 
1 should not have wanted a place ; but, whether I 
loved my own country, or was influenced by the 
force of destiny, which prepared a better fortune 
for me here, i resolved to return to Spain ; and 
applying to a jeweller, who gave me ready money 
for my ring, set out with an old Spanish lady, who 
was going in a chaise to Seville. 

Tills person, whose name was Dorothea, had been 
to visit one of her relations settled at Coimbra, and 
was on her return to Seville, where she lived* 
There was such a sympathy between her disposi- 
tion and mine, that we became friends the very 
first day of our journey ; and our mutual aflection 
grew so strong on the road, that, on our arrival, 
the lady would suffer me to lodge no where but in 
her house. I had no cause to repent of my ac- 
quaintance, for I never knew a woman of a better 
character ; and one might still perceive, by her 
features, and the sparkling of her eyes, that in her 
3'outh many a guitar had been thrummed on her 
account; indeed, she was the widow of several 
noble husbands, and lived in an honourable manner 
on the jointures which she enjoyed. 

Among other excellent qualities, she had that of 
being very compassionate to unfortunate young 
women. When 1 imparted to her my own story, 
she entered warmly into my interests, and bestowed 
a thousand ciurses on Zendono. " What dogs these 
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men are ! (said she, in a tone that made mc giiess 
she had met with some steward in her way) per- 
fidious wretches ! I know there are such villains in 
the world, who divert themselves in deceiving 
women. What I am pleased at, my dear child 
(added she) is, that according to your relation you 
are no longer bound to that perjured Biscay an : if 
your marriage with him was good enough to secure 
your reputation, by way of recompense, it is also 
bad enough to permit you to contract a better, 
whenever you can find an opportunity. 

I went abroad every day with Dorothea, either to 
church or to visit ; and this being the way to meet 
with some adventure soon, I attracted tlie notice 
of several cavaliers, who, in order to sound the 
business, made interest with my old landlady : but 
some had not wherewithal to make a good settle- 
ment, and others were still minors : so that I had 
not the least desire of listening to any of them. 
One day, Dorothea and I took a whim of going to 
see a play at Seville ;* and upon consulting the 
bill, we found that the players intended to act. La 
famosa Comedia, el Embaxador de Simo, composed 
by Le Vega Carpio. 



* Seville, situated on the GuadalquiTir, is the capita! of 
Andalusia, and, next to Madrid, the richest city in Spain. 
It is the seat of an u.iiversity, archbishop, inquisition, and 
piint So ancient, that over one of the gates is the follow- 
ing inscription : 

" Condidit Alcides, renovavit Julhis urbem, 
" Restituit Christo Femandus tertius hercs." 

And so remarkable for curiosities, #s to be the subject of 
this distich : 

3ui non havisto Sevilla, 
on havisto maravilla. 

The translation of which the reader wiD find, on another 
occasion in this Tohim«*. 
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Among the actresses who appeared on the stage^ 
I discovere d my old friend Phenicia., that jolly 
merry weuch whom tliou hast seen, when she wa$ 
waitiug-maid to Florhnonda, and with whom thou 
hast sometimes supped at Arsenia's house. I knew 
that she had not been in Madrid for two years 
before, but was ignorant of her being an actress. 
Having an eager desire of embracing her, I found 
the piece very tedious : but this might be the fault 
of the actors, who played either too ill or too well, 
to yield me amusement ; for as to me, who am a 
merry creature, 1 own myself as much diverted by 
a player who is perfectly ridiculous, as by one 
who is excellent in his way. 

At length, the moment I waited for being arrived, 
that is, the end of La famosa Comedia, my widow 
and I Went behind tlie scenes, where we perceived 
Phenicia acting the coquette, and listening with 
affectation to the soft warbling of a young bird, 
which, it seems, had allowed itself to be ensnared 
by her declamation. She. no sooner observed me, 
than quitting her admirer with a courteous air, she 
came towards me with open arms, and loaded me 
with caresses. We expressed our mutual joy in 
seeing one another again ; but the time and place 
not permitting us to launch out in a long conver- 
sation, we deferred it till next day, when we 
might discourse together more fully at her lodg- 
ings. 

The itch of talking is one of the most eager 
passions of women : I could not close an eye the 
whole night, so much did I long to engage Phe- 
nicia, and worry her with questions upon questions. 
God knows, I was not lazy in getting up, to repair 
^o her lodging, according to the direction she had 
given me. She lived witJi the whole company in a 
large hired house ; which when I entered, I met a 
maid-servant, who, when 1 desired her to conduct 
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ine to Phenicia's apartment, shewed me up to a 
gallery, on one side of which were ten or twelve 
small chambers, divided from one another by 
partitions of deal boards only, and possessed by the 

ioyous band. My guide knocked at a door, which 
?henicia, whose tongue itched as well as mine, 
came and opened. Scarce did we allow ourselves 
time to sit, before we began to chatter. We had a 
severe brush, and uttered in our turns so many 
interrogations, that the questions and replies suc- 
ceeded one another with surprising volubility. 

After having recounted our mutual adventures, 
and reciprocally informed ourselves of the state of 
our affairs, Phenicia asked what I intended to do : 
I answered, that I was r esolved (until something 
better should cast up) to'enter inRTlhr^fvice o f 
some voung lady of quality. ** U tye ! (cried niy 
friend; you joke sure ! h it possible, my dear, that 
thou art not yet disgusted with f ervitude T Art 
thou QOt tired with seeing thyself subjected to 
another's will, with humouffhg thJF l?Spflces'"of a 
mistress, wllK hearing thyself reproached, and, in 
one word, with being a slave .^ Why wHt thou not, 
by my exanipTej emorace'alheaTftelil life? Nothing 
can be more convenient for people of spirit, who 
have neither birth nor fortune: it is a situation 
that holds the middle place between the nobility 
and citizens ; an unrestricted condition, free of that 
decorum which is so troublesome to society. Our 
revenues are paid in ready cash by the public, 
which is our bank$ we live in continual mirth, and 
spend our money as we get it 

"The stage (added she) is particularly favourable 

to women : while I lived with Florimonda (I blush 

at the remembrance of it) I was reduced to the 

necessity of listening to the candle-snuffers of the 

prince's company ; not one man of fashion paid the 

least attention to my figure. What was the came 

of this unimportance f I was not seen : the finest 

picture has not its effect, except in a particular 
f « Vol. II. 
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light ; but since I have been placed on my proper 
peidestal, that is, on the stage, heavens, what a 
change has happened ! I see at my heels the gayest 
youth of all the towns through which we pass. An 
actress, therefore, enjoys a great deal of pleasure 
in her occupation ; if she is prudent, I mean, if she 
favours one gallant only at a time, she has all the 
honour imaginable paid to her, her chastity is 
applauded, and when she changes her lover, she is 
looked upon as a real widow who marries a second 
husband : nay, if a widow takes a third, she is 
spoken of with contempt, and said to have infnnged 
the delicacy of her sex ; whereas the actress seems 
to be more and more regarded, in proportion to the 
increase of her admirers. AAer sne has gone 
through a hundred intrigues, she is still a morsel 
for a lord." 

" To whom do you talk in this manner (said I, 
interrupting her :) do you think I am ignorant of 
these advantages : I have often reflected on them, 
and they but too much flatter the imagination of 
sucii a girl as me : I even feel an inclination for the 
stage ; but that alone is not suflicient ; talent is 
absolutely necessary, and I have none : for when I 
sometimes attempted to repeat passages of plays 
before Arsenia, she always found fault with my 
performance ; so that I was disgusted at the pro- 
fession." — " Thou art easily discouraged (replied 
Phenicia ;) dost thou not know that these great 
actresses are commonly jealous i* They are afraid 
(in spite of all their vanity) of being eclipsed. In 
short, I won't take Arsenia's word for thy incapa- 
city ; for she was certainly insincere : nay, I assure 
thee, without flattery, that thou art bom for the 
stage ; thou hast genius, a free and graceful car- 
riage, a sweet voice, a good chest, and withal a 
face ! Ah, baggage, how many cavaliers wilt thou 
charm, if thou turnest actress !" 

She plied me witli more such seducing discourse, 
and made me pronounce some verses, that I myself 
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might judge of my capacity for acting; but when 
she heard me, it was quite another case ; she over- 
whelmed me with applause, and preferred me to 
all the actresses in Madrid. After this, I should 
have been inexcusable had I doubted ray own 
merit. Arsenia stood impeached, and convicted of 
en^ y and insincerity ; and I could not help allow- 
mg that I was an admirable subject. Two actors, 
who happened to come in at that instant, and 
before whom Phenicia obliged me to repeat the 
verses which I had already recited to her, were 
seized with a kind of ecstacy ; from which they no 
sooner recollected themselves, than they loaded 
me with praise. In good earnest, had the three 
wagered with one another which of them should 
applaud me most, they could not have employed 
more hyperbolical expressions. My modesty was 
not proof against such eulogiums : I began to be- 
lieve myself of some value : and thus my thoughts 
were turned towards the stage. 

''Come on then, my dear Tsaid I to Phenicia) the 
affair is determined : I will follow thy advice, and 
enter into the company, provided they think well 
of it" My friend, transported with joy at these 
words, hugged me in her arms ; and her two 
comrades seemed no less delighted to find me in 
these sentiments. We agreed, that next day I 
should repair to the theatre in the morning, and 
before the whole company assembled show the 
same sample of my talent that I had exhibited to 
them. If I had acquired the good opinion of those 
who were at Phenicia's lodgings, all the actors 
judged of me still more favourably, when. 1 had 

Pronounced about twenty verses in tlieir presence, 
'hey received me very willingly into their com- 
pany ; and then I was wholly engrossed by my 
first appearance, which, that I might render as gay 
as possible, I employed upon it all the money that 
remained from the sale of my ring ; and thooffh I 
had not enough to make a superb figure, i at least 
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ibund means to supply the want of magnificence, 
,c by a genteel taste in my dress. 
V^ At length I appeared on the stage, for the first 

• time ; and then, what thundering applause, what 

^ X^ eologium was I favoured with! It is downright 

modesty, my friend, to say simply that I ravished 
the audience ; one must have been witness of the 
noise I made at Seville, to believe it. I became 
the discourse of the whole city, which, during 
three weeks, came in crowds to the playhouse in 
such a manner, that the company, by this novelty, 
recalled the public, which had begun to desert 
them. I began then in a manner that charmed 
every body ; and this was the same thing as if I 
had advertised myself to be let to the highest 
bidder. Twenty cavaliers, of all ages, outvied one 
another in their prolTers to me ; and if I had fol- 
lowed my own inclination, I would have chosen 
him who was young and handsome : but people of 
our stamp ought to consult nothing but their 
interest and ambition, when a settlement is de- 
pending. For this reason, Don Ambrosio de Ni- 
sana, a man already old and ugly, but rich, gene- 
rous, and one of the most powerful noblemen of 
Andalusia, had the preference. True, indeed, I 
made him purchase my favours at a good price; he 
hired for me a grand house, which he furnished in 
a very magnificent manner, gave me an expert 
cook, two lacquies, a chambermaid, and a thousand 
ducats for my monthly expence, over and above 
rich clothes, and a pretty large quantity of jewels. 
What a change was this in my fortune! My 
reason could not support it : I appeared to myself 
all of a sudden quite another person ; and I am 
not surprised tliat there are girls who forget in a 
little time the meanness and misery from which 
they are rescued by the caprice of a man of 
quality. I will make a sincere confession; the 
applause of the public, the flattering discourse that 
I beard firoro all quarters, and the passion of Don 
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Ambrosio, inspired me with sentiments of vanity 
that amounted to mere extravagance. I considered 
my talent as a noble title; I assumed the airs of a 
woman of quality ; and becoming as covetous as I 
had before been prodigal of my smiles, resolved to 
limit my prospect to dukes, counts, and marquises 
only. 

Signior de Nisana came to sup at my house every 
evening with some of his friends ; and I, on my 
side, took care to invite the most engaging of our 
actresses, so that we commonly spent the best part 
of the night in drinking and making merry. I 
accommodated myself mighty well to such an 
agreeable life, which, however, lasted but six 
months. Noblemen are apt to change, otherwise 
they would be too amiable. Don Ambrosio forsook 
me, for a conquest he had made of a young 
creature from Grenada, who had arrived at Seville 
with some charms, and the talent of disposing them 
to the best advantage. My affliction at his incon- 
stancy did not last, however, longer than four and 
twenQr hours. I chose in his room a cavalier of 
two and twenty, called Don Liewis d'Alcacer, to 
whom, in point of person, few Spaniards could be 
compared. Thou wilt, doubtless, ask, and thoa 
hast reason so to do, why I took such a young 
nobleman for my gallant, when I <knew the conse- 
quences of such a choice. But, besides that Don 
Lewis had neither father nor mother, and already 
enjoyed his estate, I must tell thee, that these con- 
sequences are not to be dreaded but by girls of a 
servile condition, or unhappy she-adventurert 
Women of our profession are privileged persons 
and not at all answerable for the effects that oor 
charms produce. So much the worse for those 
families whose heirs we pillage. 

Alcacer and I attached ourselves so strongly to 
one another, that no mutual passion, I believe, ever 
equalled that with which we were inflamed. We 
loved with so much fury, that one wooU h«ve 



SOS ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS 

tbougat we were both enchanted : and tnose who 
were acquainted with our correspondence believed 
m the most nappy lovers in die world ; though we 
were, in reality, the most miserable. If Doa 
Lewis had a person altogether amiable, he was at 
the same time so jealous, that he afflicted me 
incessantly with unjust suspicions. It was in vain 
for me to accommodate myself to this weakness, 
to constrain myself so far as not to look upon a 
roan. His distrust, ingenious in finding out crimes 
to lay to my charge, rendered my caudon alto- 
gether useless. Our most tender moments were 
always disturbed by quarrels, which it was im- 
possible to endure. Both of us lost our padence, 
and we broke in a friendly manner. Wouldst 
thou believe it } we looked upon the last day as 
the most charming of our commerce. Equally 
latigued with the troubles we had undergone, we 
expressed the utmost joy in our mutual adieu. We 
were like two miserable captives, who, after a rude 
slavery, at last recover their freedom. 

Since that adventure, I am always on my guard 
against love. I will no more contract attachments 
that may disturb my repose : it does not become 
those of our profession to sigh like other people ; 
and we ought not to entertain in private a passion, 
the ridicule of which we represent in public. 

About this dme, I afforded some employment to 
fame, which reported every where, that I was an 
inimitable actress. On the assurance of Uiis god- 
dess, the players of Grenada wrote to me, pro- 
posing that I should enter into their company ; and, 
to let me know that the proposal was not to be 
rejected, sent me an account of their daily expence, 
and the terms of their offer : from which I con- 
cluded, that it would be for my interest to com- 
ply. I accepted it, tUerefore ; though, at bottom, I 
was grieved at pardng from Phenicia and Dorothea, 
whom 1 loved as much as one woman is capable of 
loving others of her sex. I left the first busy in 
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melting the plate of a little merchant goldsmith, 
who, out of vanity, would have an actress for his 
mistress. I forgot to tell thee, that when I devoted 
myself to the stage, I changed, through whim, my 
name from Laura into that of Estella, under which 
appellation I set out for Grenada. 

Here my first appearance was no less luckv than 
at Seville, and I saw myself at once surrounded by 
admirers : but being resolved to favour none except 
in an honourable way, I behaved to them with so 
much reserve, that they were blinded by my 
affected modesty. Nevertheless, that I would not 
be the dupe of a conduct that might be of no 
service, and which indeed was not natural to me, 
I was going to listen to a young judge of the 
citizen race, who assumes the nobleman by virtue 
of his office, a sumptuous table, and rich equipage, 
when I saw, for die first time, the ^larquis de 
Marialva. This Portuguese lord, who travels 
through Spain out of curiosity, stopped, on his way, 
at Grenada; and coming to the play one night, 
when I did not act, considered with great attention 
the actresses who presented themselves, and found 
one to his liking. He made an acquaintance with 
her the very next day, and was ready to conclude 
the bargain, when I appeared on the stage. My 
figure, and the airs I gave myself, turned the 
weathercock all of a sudden ; and my Portuguese 
attached himself to me only. To confess the truth, 
as I was not ignorant that my comrade had pleased 
that nobleman, I spared nothing to deprive her of 
her conquest; and I had the good fortune to 
accomplish it. I know that she bears me a grudge 
for my success, but I could not help doing it ; and 
she ought to consider, it is a thing so natural to 
women, that the best firiends make no scruple of 
practising it on one another. 
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CHAPTER VIIL 



Laura had no sooner finished her story, than 
an old actress, who lived in the neighbourhood, 
came to take her up in her way to the playhouse. 
This venerable stage heroine would have been very 

S roper for playing the part of the goddess Cotys, 
[y sister did not fail to present her brother to this 
superannuated figure ; upon which, a great many 
compliments passed on both sides. 

1 left tliem together, telling the steward's widovr 

that I would rejoin her at the theatre, as soon as I 

ordered my baggage to be carried to the Marquis 

de Marialva's house, to which he gave me a direc- 

I tion. I went immediately to my own room ; from 

whence, aft^r having satisfied my landlady, I re- 
paired with a man who carried my portmanteau to 
a large furnished house where my new master 
lodged. I met at the door his steward, who asked 
me if I was not dame Estella's brother : and upon 
my answering in the afiirmative, said, '* Signor 
Cavalier, you are very welcome : the Marquis of 
Marialva, whose steward I have the honour to be, 
has ordered me to give you a handsome reception. 
There is a chamber prepared for you ; to which, if 
you please, I shall show ^oii the way." So saying, 
he carried me to the top of the house, and shewed 
me into a chamber so small, that a very narrow 
bed, a chest, and two chairs, quite filled it. This 
was my apartment. " You wont be very much at 
large in this place (said my guide ;) but to make 
you amends, you shall be lodged in a superb man- 
ner at Lisbon.'* I locked my portmanteau in my 
chest, put the key in my pocket, and asked at what 
hour they supped. It was answered, that the Por- 
tuguese nobleman kept no table at home, but gave 
^ a certain monthly sum to each domestic for bis 

ooard. I put other questions to him, and learned, 



ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS. S09 

that the people belonging to the Marquis were a 
parcel of happy sluggards. After a short conversa- 
tion, I left the steward, to go in quest of Laura, 
agreeably engrossed with the presage I had con- 
ceived of my new place. 

As soon as I arrived at the play-house door, and 
told that I was Estella's brother, I was immediate- 
ly admitted. You might have seen the guards as 
eager in making a passage for me, as if I had been 
one of the most considerable noblemen of Grenada. 
All the servants and door-keepers whom I met 
made me profound bows. But what I wish I could 
paint to the reader, was my serio-comical reception 
behind the scenes, where I found the company all 
dressed, and ready to begin. The actors and ac- 
tresses, to whom Laura presented me, poured upon 
me in shoals. The men overwhelmed me with em- 
braces ; and the women, in their turns, applying 
their painted faces to mine, covered it with white 
and red. Each desirous of being the first to make 
their compliment, they spoke altogether : it was 
impossible for me alone to answer ; but my sister 
came to my assistance, and her indefatigable tongue 
did not leave me in debt to any one. 

The embraces of the actors and actresses did not 
su£Sce ; for I was also obliged^to undergo the civil- 
ities of the scene-painter, the music, prompter, 
candle-snufier, and his deputy ; in short, of all the 
servants of the theatre, who, on the report of my 
arrival, came running to behold me. One would 
have thought that all these people were foundlings, 
who had never seen a brother before. 

Meanwhile, the performance began ; and some 
gendemen, who were behind the scenes, ran to 
their places : while I, like a child of the house, 
continued to converse with those of the actors who 
were not on the stage. Among these, I heard one 
called Melchior : I was struck with the name ; I 
considered with attention the person who bore it, 

and imagined I had seen him somewhere. I at 

Vol. II. 14 
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length recollected him to be Melchior Zapata, that 
poor stroller, who, as I observed in the first volume 
of my history, soaked crusts of bread in a spring. 

Taking him aside accordingly, '' I am mistakes 
(said I) if you are not that Signior Melchior, with 
whom I had the honour to breakfast one day, at 
the side of a clear spring between Valladolid and 
Segovia. I was in company with a journeyman 
barber; we had some provisions in a knapsack, 
which being joined to yours, made up a pretty 
little repast, which was seasoned with a thousand 
agreeable sallies." Zapata having mused some mi- 
nutes, answered, *' You mention a circumstance 
which I recall without difficulty : I was then re- 
turning to Zamora, from having made an unsuccess- 
ful attempt on the stage at Madrid : I remember 
too, that I was in very bad circumstances."—" I 
remember the same thing (said I^ by this token, 
that you wore a jacket lined with play-bills. You 
see I have not forgot it, no more than that yoa 
complained at that time of having too chaste a 
wife." — '* Oh ! I have no capse to complain of that 
at present (said Zapata with precipitation) egad ! 
my gossip is very much reformed in that particular; 
and therefore my jacket is better lined than for- 
merly." 

I was going to congratulate him on his wife's 
reformation, when he was obliged to leave me, in 
order to appear upon the stage. Curious to know 
his spouse, I made up to an actor, and desired he 
would show her to me. This he did ; saying, 
'^ There she is ; that is Narcissa, the handsomest 
of our ladies, your sister excepted." I immediately 
concluded, that this actress must be she in favour 
of whom the Marquis de Marialva had declared 
himself, before he had seen Estella ; and my con- 
jecture was but too true. When the play was over, 
I conducted Laura to her lodging, where I per- 
ceived several cooks preparing a great entertain- 
ment. " Thou mayest sup here," (said she.) " I 
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won't indeed (said I ;^ the Marquis, perhaps, will 
chuse to be alone witn you." — '^ O ! not at all (she 
replied) he is to be here with two of his firiends and 
one of our gentlemen ; and it is in thy own option 
to malie a sixth. Thou knowest that, in the houses 
of actresses, secretaries have the privilege of eating 
with their masters." — '' True (said I) but it would 
be a little too early for me to put myself on the 
footing of a favourite secretary : I must first enjoy 
his confidence, before I can merit that honourable 
privilege." So saying, I left her, and repaired 
to my eating-house, which 1 intended to frequent 
every day, since my master kept no table at home. 



CHAPTER IX. 



I OBSERVED in the hall a kind of old monk 
clotlied in coarse grey cloth, who was at supper 
all alone in a comer. Sitting down, out of curi- 
osity, just opposite to him, I saluted him very ci- 
villy, and he showed himself no less polite. My 
pittance being brought, I began to dispatch it with 
a good deal of appetite ; and while I ate in silence, 
I frequently looked at this person, whose eyes I 
always found fixed on mine. Fatigued with his 
stubborn perseverance in looking at me, I addressed 
him in these words : Father, have we ever seen 
one another before ? You observe me, as if I was 
not altogether unknown to you." 

He answered, with great gravity, " My reason 
for fixing my eyes upon you, is to admire the pro- 
digious variety of adventures which are marked ia 
the features of your face." ^* I see (said I, with 
an sdr of raillery) that your reverence deals in me- 
toposcopy." — ^* I may boast of possessing that ait 
(replied the monk) and of having made presages, 
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which have been verified by the event. I am alsa 
skilled in chiromancy, and will venture to tay, 
that my oracles are infallible, when I have com- 
pared the inspection of the hand with that of the 
face." 

Although this old man had all the appearance 
of a wise person, I thought him so foolish that I 
could not help laughing in his face. Instead of 
being ofiended, he smiled at my impoliteness, and 
continued speaking in these words, after having 
cast his eyes around the hall, to be assured that 
nobody listened ; '^ I am not surprised to see yoa 
80 prejudiced against two sciences which are look- 
ed upon as frivolous in this age. The long and 
painful study which they demand discourages all 
the learned men, who renounce and decry them, 
out of despair of acquiring them. For my own 
part, I am not discouraged by the obscurity in 
which they are shrouded, no more than by the 
difficulties which incessantly occur in the search 
of chemical secrets, and in the wonderful art of 
transmuting metals into gold. 

But I don't consider (added he, recollecting 
himself) that I speak to a young cavalier, to whom 
my discourse must in effect appear quite chimeri- 
cal. A sample of my skill will dispose you much 
1)etter than all I can say, to judge more favourably 
of my art." With these words, he took out of his 
])0ckct a phial full of red liquor ; and tlien said : 
'' Here is an elixir which I composed this morning 
of the juice of certain plants distilled in an alembic ; 
for I have employed almost all my life, like Demo- 
crltus, in finding out the properties of minerals and 
simples. You shall see its virtue put to the prooC 
The wine which we now drink at supper, though it 
is execrable, shall become excellent." So saying, 
he put into my bottle two drops of his elixir, which 
rendered my wine more delicious than the best 
that is drank in Spain. 

The marvellous strikes the imagination; and 
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vhen once that is gained, the judgment is no 
longer used. Charmed with such a fine secret, 
and persuaded that he must be more than the devil 
who could find it out, I cried, in a transport of 
admiration, "Oh, father! pray pardon me, if I took 
you at first for an old fool ; 1 now do justice to 
your capacity, and need no more than I have seen 
to be assured that you could, if you pleased, con- 
vert in an instant a bar of iron into an ingot of 
gold. How happy should I be, could I possess 
such an admirable science !" — " Heaven preserve 
you from such an acquisition (said the old man, 
interrupting me with a profound sigh.) You don't 
know, my son, what a fatal secret you wish for. 
Instead of envying, rather pity me, for having be- 
stowed so much pains to make myself unhappy. 
I live in continual disquiet. I am afraid of bemg 
discovered, and that my labours will be rewarded 
with perpetual imprisonment. In this apprehen- 
sion I lead a wanaering life, disguised sometimes 
like a priest, or monk, and sometimes like a pea- 
sant or cavalier. Is it then an advantage to know 
how to make gold at that price f And are not 
riches a real punishment for those persons who 
cannot enjoy diem in tranquillity !" 

This discourse seeming to me very sensible, I 
said to the sage, " There is nothing like a quiet 
life : you give me a disgust to the philosopher's 
stone ; and I will be contented with learning of you 
the future events of my life." " With all my 
heart, child," answered he ; ''I have already made 
my remarks on your features : let us now see your 
hand." I presented it to him with a confidence 
ihat will not do me much honour in the opinion 
of some readers ; and he having examined rHu^itli 
great attention, exclaimed in a fit of enthusiasm, 
^' Ah ! what transitions from irrief to iov« and from 
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You h ^vc not &^£at many more afflictions to un- 
: 'de£gQ4..andd nobleman will confer u£on_jEOis=U 
! agreeable destiny, not subject to change." AAer 
I having"liS5!ired*TnF,'tlrat""l~ftiight diip^ud on thb 
prediction, he bade me farewell, and went out of 
the eating-house, leaving me quite engrossed with 
the things which I had heard. I did not at all 
doubt that the Marquis de Marialva was the no- 
bleman in question ; and of consequence, nothing 
leemed more possible than the accomplishment of 
the oracle. But though I had not seen the least 
appearance of probability, I could not have helped 
reposing an entire belief in the pretended monk, 
so much authority had he acquired in my opinion 
by his elixir. On my side, that I might hasten 
the happiness that was predicted to me, I resolved 
to attach myself to the Marquis more than I had 
done to any of my masters ; and having formed 
this resolution, I retired to our house in a tran- 
sport of joy that I cannot express. Never did a 
woman leave a fortune-teller with more satisfac- 
tion. 



CHAPTER X. 

The Marquis was not yet come home from the 
lodgings of his actress ; and I found his valets de 
chambre playing at primero, in his apartments, 
expecting his return. I made up to them, and we 
amused ourselves in making merry till two o'clock 
in th^ morning, when our master arrived. He was 
a little surprised to see me, and said with a gra- 
cious air, which made me guess that he returned 
very well satisfied with his evening's pleasure, 
" How, Gil Bias ! not yet a-bed .'*" I answered, 
that I was first willing to know what orders be bad 
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for me. ^^ I shall perhaps (he resumed) give ^ou a 
cckiimission to-morrow morning; but it will be 
tiaie enough then to tell you the particulars. 
Meanwhile^ you may go to rest ; and henceforth 
remember, that I dispense with your attendance in 
the evenuigy having occasion for nobody but my 
valets de chambre." 

After this explanation, which at bottom g^ve me 
a good deal of pleasure, since it spared me a piece 
of subjection which I should have sometimes felt 
Tn a very disagreeable manner, I left the Marquis 
.n his apartment, and retiring to my garret, went 
to bed ; but having no inclination to sleep, it came 
into my head, that I should follow the advice 
which Irythagoras gives us, of recollecting at night 
all that we have done in the day, in order to ap- 
^ plaud our good, and condemn our bad actions. 

I did not find my tgH^'^'n ^'g clear enough to be 
sattsfietTwitli my conduct ; but reproachea myself 
with having supported the imposture of Laura« la 
vaiQ did I suggest as an excuse, that I could not 
in honour ^ve the lie to a girl, who had nothing 
in view but to do me a pleasure, and that, in some 
shape, I found myself under a necessity of being 
an accomplice in the cheat. Little satisfied with 
this apology, I answered, that I ought not then to 
have pushed things so far ; and that I must have a 
great deal of impudence to live with a nobleman, 
whose confidence I so ill repaid. InjbfiCty-after a 
sevore examination, I concluded, "th at if I was not 
a rog ue, I was next klnlo if ." 

From thence passing to the consequences, I repre- 
sented to myself, that I plaved a very high game, 
in deceiving a man of quality, who, for my sins, 
would perhaps soon discover the trick. A reflection 
so judicious terrified me not a littie ; but the idoaw 
of pl easi^r e and jiUerpst snoa.di8sipated my fear. 
Brides, the prophecy of the man with the eExir 
would have been sufficient to remove my doubts. 
I gave myself up, therefore, to the most agreeable 
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fanf iff ? I fnrmH ji ew rules o f_arithmftfir. to reckon 
within myself the sum to which my wages would 
amount at the end often years service. To this I 
added the gratifications which I should receive 
from my master ; and measuring them by his liberal 
disposition, or rather by my own desires, I had an 
intemperance of imagination, (if I may be allowed 
the expression,) which set no bounds to my fortune. 
I was gradually lulled by so much wealth, and fell 
asleep in the very act of building castles in Spain. 

Next day, I got up at eight o'clock in the morn- 
ing, to go and receive my patron's orders ; but as I 
opened my door to go out, I was very much sur- 
prised to see him appear before me all alone, in his 
night-cap and morning-gown. *' Gil Bias, (said he,) 
last night, when I left your sister, I promised to 
be with her this morning ; but an affair of conse- 
quence hinders me from keeping my word. Go, 
and assure her from me, that I am very much mor- 
tified at the disappointment, and tell her, I shall 
certainly sup with her in the evening. This is not 
all, (added tie, putting into my hand a purse with 
a little shagreen box encircled with diamonds,) 
carry this my picture to her, and keep this purse 
of fifty pistoles, which I give as a mark of the 
friendship I have already conceived for you." I 
took the picture with one hand, and the purse I so 
little deserved with the other ; running instantly to 
Laura, saying in the excess of joy with which I 
was transported, '^ Good ! the prediction is visibly 
accomplishing. What happiness is it to be the 
brother of such a handsome and gallant girl ! What 
a pity it is, that there is not as much honour as 
profit and pleasure in it !" 

Laura, contrary to the custom of people of her 
profession, being used to rise early, I surprised her 
at her toilet ; where in expectation of the Portu- 
guese, she joined to her natural beauty all the 
auxiliary charms that the art of coquetry could 
bestow. << Amiable EsteUa, (said I to her when I 
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entered,) the loadstone of strangers, I may now sit 
At table with my master, since he has honoured me 
with a commission which gives me that prerogative, 
and of which I come to acquit myself. He cannot 
have the pleasure of your company this morning, 
as he proposed ; but, for your consolation, will sup 
with you at night : and he sends you his picture, 
which to me seems a matter of still greater conso- 
lation." 

I accordingly gave her the box, which, by the 
bright sparkling of the diamonds that adorned it, 
infinitely rejoiced her eye-sight. She opened it, 
and shutting it again, after having considered the 
painting superficially, returned to the stones, whose 
beauty she extolled, saying with a smile, '^ These 
are copies which we women of the stage value more 
than originals." 

I then told her that the generous Portuguese, 
when he entrusted me with the picture, had gra- 
tified me with a purse of fifly pistoles. " I con- 
gratulate thee upon thy good fortune, (said she to 
me,) this nobleman begins where others even rarely 
end." " To you, my dear creature (I replied) I 
owe this present: the Marquis bestowed it upon 
me solely on account of my being your brother." 
'* I wish (said she) that he would give you as much 
every day : for I cannot express how dear thou art 
to me. The very first moment 1 saw thee, I at- 
tached myself to thee by a tie too strong for time 
to break. When I lost thee at Madrid, I did not 
despair of finding thee again; and yesterday, when 
I saw thee, received thee as a man whom fate 
brought back to my arms. In a word | my fri^pd^ J 
heaven has destined us for one aP QtIi er ; th oijjihiJt* 



be my husband^ but we must fir st enri ch oursehres. 
I wahFRJ have {wo orTEree more intrigues 



V 



intrigues to make 

thee easy lor life." 

I thanked h^r in a polite manner for the trouble 
she intended to take on my account ; and we in- 
sensibly engaged in a conversation that lasted till 
K Vol. H 
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noon. Then I retired, to give an account to my 
master of the manner in which his present was re- 
cdved : and though Laura had given me no in- 
structions on that subject, I did not fail to compose 
by the way a fine compliment, which I intended to 
repeat in her name. But when I went home, I was 
told that the Marquis had gone out ; and it was 
decreed that I should see him no more ; as may be 
perceived in reading the following chapter. 



CHAPTER XI. 



I REPAIRED to my eiting-house, where meet- 
ing two men of a very igreeable conversation, I 
dined and sat at table with them, till it was time 
to ^ to the play ; then we parted : they went about 
tbeir own affairs, and I took the road to the thea- 
tre. I must observe by the bye, tWtt I had all the 
reason in the world to be in good humour ; mirth 
had reigned in my conversation with these two 
gentlemen ; my fortune had a most smiling face ; 
and, notwithstanding my spirit^ sunk, without my 
knowing the reason, and withoni my being able to 
keep them up, it was, doubtless, a presage of the 
misfortune with which I was threatened. 

As I entered the green-room, Melchibr Zapata 
came to me, and telling me softly to follow him, 
carried me into a private place, and addressed me 
in this manner : '* Signior cavalier, I think it my 
duty to give you a very important piece of intelli- 
gence. You know that the Marquis de Marialva 
had, at first, a passion for Narcissa, my wife ; and 
already appointed a day to come and take a slice 
of my rib, when the artful Estella found means to 
break the bargain, and allure the Portuguese no- 
bleman to her own charms. Tou may well believe 
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that an actress does not lose such a good prey 
without vexation. My spouse has this affair at 
heart, and is capable of undertaking any thing to 
be revenged : she has now a fair occasion. Yester- 
day, if yoii remember, all our servants crowded to 
see you ; when the under candle-snuffer told some 
of the company, that he knew you very well, and 
that you was nothing less than Estella's brother. 

** This report (added Melchior) reached the ears 
of Narcissa, who did not fail to interrogate the 
author; and he has confirmed his assertion, by tell- 
ing her, that he knew you Arsenia's valet, at the 
same time that Estella, under the name of Laura, 
served that actress, at Madrid. My wife, charmed 
with the discovery, will impart it to the Marquis 
de Marialva, who is to be at the play this evening. 
Take your measures accordingly : if you are not 
actually Estella's brother, I advise you as a friend, 
and on account of our old acquaintance, to provide 
for your safety. Narcissa, who demands but one 
victim, has allowed me to give you this notice, 
that you may prevent any sinister accident by im- 
mediate flight. 

It would have been superfluous in him to say 
more of the matter. I thanked the stage-player 
for his information, and he easily perceived, by my 
terrified look, that I was not the man to give the 
candle-snuffer the lie. I did not feel the least in- 
clination to depend upon my effrontery : I was not 
even tempted to bid Laura farewell, lest she should 
have insisted upon my facing it out. I could very 
well conceive that she was an actress of such skill, 
as to be able to extricate herself out of the dilem- 
ma ; but 1 saw nothing except an infallible chas- 
tisement for me, and I was not so much in love as 
to brave it out. My sole study being, therefore, 
to escape with my household goods, I mean my 
bagg^ige, I disappeared from the playhouse in a 
twinkhng, and, with the utmost dispatch, caused 
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my portmanteau to be transported to the honse of 
a carrier, who was to set out for Toledo, at three 
o'clock next morning. I could have wished to be 
with the Count de Polan, whose house seemed my 
only asylum ; but I was not yet there, and I could 
not, without the utmost uneasiness, think on the 
time I had to stay in a city where I was afraid they 
would search for me, even in the night. 

I did not, for all that, omit going to supper at 
my eating-house, although I was as much disturbed 
as a debtor, who knows that there are bailiffs at 
his heels. What I ate that evening did not, I 
believe, produce excellent chyle in my stomach. 
Being the miserable sport of fear, I examined every 
body that came into the hall ; and when, unluckily, 
any ill-looking fellow entered fa common case in 
those places,) I shivered with aread. Having sup- 
ped, in the midst of continual alarms, I rose from 
table, and returned to the carrier's house, where I 
threw myself on a truss of fresh straw, and lay till 
the hour of our departure. 

Meanwhile, my patience was sufficiently exer- 
cised. I was attacked with a thousand disagree- 
able reflections ; when I chanced' to slumber, I be- 
held the furious Marquis mangling the fair face of 
Laura with blows, and demolishing every thing in 
her house ; or heard him order his servants to make 
me perish under the bastinado. Then starting, I 
awoke ; and though to wake is usually a great com- 
fort after such a terrible dream, waking was to me 
more dreadful than the dream itself. Happily for 
me, the carrier delivered me from my affliction, by 
giving me notice that his mules were ready. I was 
immediately a-fool, and, thank heave n ! set^ gut 
radically cured of chiromancy and Laura. In pro- 
portion as we moved from Grenada, my mind re- 
sumed its tranquillity ; and I began to enter into 
conversation with the carrier. I laughed at some 
pleasant stories he recounted, and lost, insensibly. 



ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS. SSI 

all my fear. I enjoyed a sound sleep at Ubeda, 
where we lay the first night, and on the fourth 
arrived at Toledo. 

My first care was to ask a direction for the Count 
de Polan's house, whither I repaired, very well 
persuaded that he would not suffer me to lodge in 
any other place : but I reckoned without my host ; 
for I found nobody at home but the housekeeper, 
who told me that his master had set out in the 
evening for the castle of Leyva, having received a 
message that Seraphina was dangerously ill. 

I did not expect the absence of the Count, which 
diminished the joy I felt in being at Toledo, and 
induced me to take another resolution. Finding 
myself so near Madrid, I resolved to go thither ; 
reflecting that I might push myself at court, where 
a superior genius, as I had heard, was not abso- 
lutely necessary to make a fortune. The very next 
day, I took the advantage of a return-horse for that 
capital of Spain; and fortune conducted me thith»f« 
in order to make me act higher parts than tha • 
which I bad hitherto performed. 



CHAPTER Xn. 



On my first arrival at Madrid, I fixed my babita* 
tion in a house that was let into lodgings, where 
lived, among other people, an old captain, who had 
come from the farther end of New Castile, to solicit 
at court for a pension, which he thought he had 
but too well deserved. His name was Don Han* 
nibal de Chinchilla. It was not without astonish* 
ment that I beheld him for the first time, being a 
man turned of sixty ^ of a gigantic stature, and ex« 
tremely meagre. He wore a pair of thick whiskers, 
that curled up to his temples on each side. Over 
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and above his want of a leg and arm, a large plas« 
ter of green silk supplied the place of one eye; and 
the scars of many wounds appeared on his face. 
These things excepted, he was pretty much like 
another man. Besides, he had a good deal of un- 
derstanding, and still more gravity; was scrupulous 
in his morals, and, in particular, piqued himself on 
his delicacy in point of honour. 

After having conversed with him two or three 
times, he honoured me with his confidence. I soon 
became acquainted with all his affairs. He re- 
counted to me on what occasion he had left an eye 
at Naples, an arm in Lombardy, and a leg in the 
Low Countries. What I admired in his narration 
of battles and sieges was, that not one gasconade 
escaped him, nor even a word in his own praise ; 
though I could have willingly pardoned him for 
boasting of the half of himself that remained, as 
an indemnification for the other half that he had 
lost. Those officers who return from the wars safe 
and sound are seldom so modest 

But he told roe, the thing that gave him the most 
concern was, that he had spent a considerable es- 
tate in his ^campaigns ; so that now his whole for- 
tune was reduced to about a hundred ducats a 
year, which was scarce sufficient to maintain his 
whiskers, clear his lodging, and pay for the writing 
his memorials. ^' For in short, Signior cavalier, 
(added he, shrugging up his shoulders,) I present 
one, thank God, every day, without being favoured 
with the least notice. One would say, that there 
is a wager between the prime minister and me, 
which of us shall first fail, I in giving, or he in 
receiving them. I have also had the honour to 
present several to his majesty ; but the curate sings 
no better than his clerk ; and in the mean time, 
my castle of Chinchilla sinks into ruins for want 
of reparation." 

^* We must despair of nothing, (said I to the 
captain ;) you are now perhaps on the eve of seeing 
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all your toils and troubles repaid with interest."*— 
*^ I ought not to flatter myself with that hope, 
(replied Don Hannibal;) three days are not yet 
elapsed since I spoke to one of the minister's 
secretaries, and, if I may believe what he said, I 
may make myself very easy." — " And pray, what 
did he say ? (I replied ;) did he pretend that you 
was not worthy oi a recompence ?" — " You shall 
judge, (resumed Chinchilla.) The secretary told 
me, very plainly, ''Master What-d'ye-call-*um, 
don't brag so much of your teal and fidelity. Tou 
hav^ done no more than your duty, in exposing 
yourself to danger in behalf of your country. The 
glory alone which attends brave actions is a 
sufficient recompence, and ought to sat'isfy a Spa- 
niard in particular. You must undeceive yourself^ 
therefore, if you look on the gratification yoa 
solicit as a debt due to your valour. Provided it 
be granted to you, you will owe it entirely to the 
favour and generosity of the king, who is pleased 
to think himself indebted to those of his subjects 
who have distinguished themselves in the services 
of the state. You see, by this (pursued the captain,) 
that I am still in its debt ; and that, in all likeli- 
hood, I shall return as rich as I came." 

One naturally interests himself for a brave man 
in adversity. I encouraged him to persevere, and 
ofiered to write his memorials gratis. I went even 
so far as to ofier him my purse, and to conjure him 
tQ take out-of it what money he wanted. But he 
was none of tliose who never wait for a second 
invitation on these occasions. On the contrary, 
he shewed himself very delicate on this point, and 
thanked me, in a lofty manner, for my good-will. 
He afterwards told me, that rather than be a burden 
to any body, he had accustomed himself, by de- 
grees, to live so frugally, that the least nourish- 
ment was sufficient for his subsistence. This was 
but too true : his whole food consisted of leeks and 
onions ; and therefore be was nothing but skin and 
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bone* That he might have no witness of his 
wretched repast, he used to lock himself up in his 
chamber at meals. I obtained of him, however, by 
dint of intreaty, that we should dine and sup 
together ; and deceiving his pride by an ingenious 
compassion, ordered more victuals and liquor than 
I had occasion for to be brought, and urged him to 
eat and drink. At first he stood upon ceremony, 
but at length he yielded to my intreaties. After 
which, becommg insensibly more bold, he, of him- 
self, assisted me in clearing my plate, and emptying 
my bottle. 

When he had drank four or five draughts, and 
reconciled his stomach to good nourishment; ''Tru- 
ly (said he, with an air of gaiety) you are very be- 
witching, Signior Gil Bias, you make me do what 
you please ; your behaviour divests me of all fear 
of abusing your benificent disposition." My cap- 
tain, at that time, seemed so well rid of shame, 
that if 1 had laid hold of the opportunity of pressing 
him again to accept my purse, I believe he would 
not have refused it. out I did not put him to the 
trial ; contenting myself with having made him my 
messmate, and with taking the trouble not only of 
writing his memorials, but also of helping him to 
compose them. By means of having copied homi- 
lies, I had learned to turn a period, and was 
become a kind of author. The old officer, on his 
part, piqued himself on his knowledge of composi- 
tion : so that exerting ourselves together, through 
emulation, we produced morsels of eloquence, 
worthy of the most celebrated masters of Sala- 
manca. But in vain did each of us exhaust his 
genius, in sowing flowers of rhetoric in those me- 
morials ; it was no better, as the saying is, than 
sowing them on sand. Whatever expedient we fell 
upon to enhance the services of Don Hannibal, the 
court paid no regard to it. A circumstance that 
did not at all engage the old invalid to make the 
eulogium of those officers who ruin themselves in 
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the field. In this bad humour, he cursed his fate, 
and wished Naples, Lombardy, and the Low Coun- 
tries, at the devil. 

To complete his mortification, it happened one 
day, that, under his very nose, a ^oet , intro duced 
by, the duke d' Alva, having rehearse d^ JnTEej gre- 
sence, an ode on the birth oP an 'Infanta, was 
gratified with a pension of five hundred diicals. I 
believe the maimed captain would have- rmr mad 
on this occasion, had I not been at great pains to 
recompose him. '* What is the matter ? (said I, 
seeing him quite beside himself;) there is nothing 
in this that ought to give you uneasiness. Has it 
not been the privilege of poets, time immemorial, 
to make princes pay tribute to the Muse ? There is 
not a crowned head in the world, that does not 
gratify one of those gentlemen with a pension : 
and, between you and me, these sort of rewards 
being generally transmitted to the knowledge of 
posterity, immortalize the liberality of kings : 
whereas the other recompences which they bestow, 
are often but so much loss to their reputation. 
How many rewards did Augustus dispense f How 
many pensions did he grant, of which we have not 
the least intimation i But tlie most remote posterity 
will always know, as we do, that Virgil received 
near two hundred thousand crowns from the bounty 
of that emperor." 

Notwithstanding all I could say to Don Hanni- 
bal, the fruits of the ode stuck in his stomach like 
lead ; and as he could not digest it, he resolved to 
abandon the whole of his pursuit. But first, being 
willing, as his last eflbrt, to present one other 
memorial to the duke of Lerma, we went together 
to the house of that prime minister, where we met 
a young man, who having saluted the captain, said 
to him, with an afiectionate air, ''My dear old 
master, is it youf what afiair has brought you 
hither f If you have occasion for a person of in- 
terest with his highness, pray command me; I 
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offer to you my good ofiices." — " How, Pedrillo ! 
(replied the captain ;) to hear you talk, one would 
imagine you enjoy some important post in this 
family." — " I have, at least (answered the young 
man,) power enough to be of service to an honest 
country gendeman like you." — " If that be the case, 
(said the officer, with a smile,) I have recourse to 
your protection." — " It is granted, (resumed Pe- 
drillo ;) let me know what is the business, and I 
promise you shall get some snips out of the 



minister." 



We had no sooner communicated the affair to 
this benevolent young fellow, than he asked where 
Don Hannibal lodged ; in which being satisfied, be 
assured us, that we should hear of him next day ; 
und then disappeared, without giving us the least 
hint of what he intended to do or even telling 
us whether or no he belonged to the duke of 
Lerma. I was curious to know who this Pedrillo 
was, that seemed so sprightly. '* He is a young 
fellow (said the captain) who served me some years 
ago, and who seeing me in want, left me to go in 
quest of a better place. I don't blame him for that: 
it is very natural for one to change for the better. 
He is a wag, who does not want understanding, 
and is as intriguing as the devil ; but in spite of all 
his art, I don't depend a great deal upon the zeal 
which he has expressed in my behalf." — " Who 
knows (said I) but he may be of some use ? If he 
belongs, for example, to some one of the duke's 
principal officers, he may have it in his power to 
do you service. You are not ignorant that every 
thing is carried, among the great, by cabal and 
intrigue ; that they have favourite domestics, who 
lead them by the nose ; 'and that these again, in 
their turn, are governed by their own valets." 

Next morning Pedrillo coming to our lodgings, 
*< Gentlemen, (said he,) if 1 did not explain myself 
yesterday, on the means I have of serving captain 
Chinchilla, it was because we were not in a place 
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proper for such an explanation. Besides, I was 
willing to sound the business, before I disclosed it 
to you. You roust know then, that I am the 
lacquey and confidant of Signior Rodrigo de Cal- 
derona, the duke of Lerma's first secretary. My 
master, who is very much addicted to gallantry, 
sups every evening with an Arragonian nightingale, 
tliat he keeps encaged near the court. She is a 
very handsome girl, from Albarazin, of good under- 
standing, and sings to admiration ; therefore she is 
called Signiora Sirena. As I carry a billet-doux to 
her every morning, I have just now seen her ; I have 
proposed that she shall make Don Hannibal pass 
for her uncle, and on that supposition, engage her 
gallant to protect him. She is willing to undertake 
the affair ; for, besides the small advantage she 
foresees in it for herself, she will be extremely 
glad to be thought the niece of a brave gentle- 



man." 



Signior de Chinchilla made wry faces at this 

Eroposal, and expressed a reluctance in making 
imself an accomplice of such a prank ; and still 
more, in suffering a she-adventurer to dishonour 
his family, by saying she belonged to it. He was 
disgusted at it, not only on account of himself, 
but also perceived in it (if I may be allowed the 
expression,) a retro-active ignominy upon all his 
ancestors. This delicacy seemed very unseasonable 
to Pedrillo, who, being shocked at it, exclaimed, 
'^ You jest, sure, to take it in that view ! You are 
such a set of people, you cottage 'squires, your 
vanity is quite ridiculous. Signior cavalier (he 
pursued, addressing himself to me) are you not 
surprised at the scruples he makes ? Egad ! it is a 
fine thing indeed to stand on such punctilios at 
court ? i ortune is never neglected there, whatever 
shape it assumes." 

I approved of what Pedrillo said, and we ha- 
rangued the captain so successfully, that we pre- 
vailed upon him, in spite of himself, to become 
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Sirena's uncle. When we had gained this victory 
over his pride, we laid all our three heads together, 
in order to compose a new memorial for the mi- 
nister, and it was revised, augmented, and cor- 
rected accordingly. I then wrote it out fair, and 
Pedrillo carried it to the Arragonian lady, who, 
that very evening, put it into the hands of Signior 
Don Rodrigo, to whom she spoke in such a manner, 
that the secretary believing her really the captain's 
niece, promised to exert himself in his behalf. A 
few days after we saw the effect of this our work* 
Pedrillo came to our lodging with an air of 
triumph : '^ Good news (said he to Chinchilla,) the 
king is going to make a distribution of governments, 
benefices, and pensions, in which you shall not be 
forgot. But I am ordered to ask what present yoa 
intend to make to Sirena. As for my own part, I 
declare I'll have nothing at all. I prefer the plea- 
i sure of having contributed towards bettering my 
old master's fortune, to all the gold in the world. 
But this is not. th£.ra§e of our nymph of Albarazin: 
she is a li^l^^Jew|sb3>uicliu^^ the business 

is to oblige her neighbour : she would take money 
of her own father ; so you may judge if she will 
refuse it from a pretended uncle." 

Let her mention her demand (replied Don 
Hannibal :) she shall, if she pleases, have yearly on^ 
third of the pension I obtain ; and that ought to 
satisfy her, if the whole revenues of his Catholic 
majesty were concerned in the bargain." — " For 
my own part (replied Don Rodrigo's Mercury) I 
would cheerfully rely upon your word, because I 
know the value of it ; but you have to do with a 
little creature, who is naturally distrustful ; besides, 
she would much rather have, once for all, twa 
thirds of the product advanced in ready money." — 
*' Where the devil does she think I shall find it 
(cried the officer, hastily interrupting him,) does 
she think that I am a money broker f It seems you 
have not made her acquainted with my situation.'* 



ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS. 229 

— ^* Pardon me (replied Pedrillo,) she knows very 
well that you are as poor as Job : after what I told 
her, she cannot be ignorant of your circumstances. 
But don't pve yourself any trouble about the 
matter, I am a man fertile in expedients. I know 
an old rogue of a lawyer, who takes pleasure in 
lending money at ten per cent You shall make 
an assignment, with security to him, before a 
notary, of the first year of your pension, for the 
like sum, which you shall acknowledge to have 
received from him, and which you will touch in 
efiect, the interest included. With regard to the 
security, the lender will be contented with your 
castle of Chinchilla, such as it is ; so that we shall 
have no dispute upon that score.*' 

The captain protested that he would accept of 
the conditions, if he should be lucky enough to 
have any share in the favours which were to be 
distributed next day. And he was not disap- 

Eointed ; being gratified with a pension of three 
undred pistoles on a certain government As 
soon as he understood this piece of news, he gave 
all the security that was demanded, transacted his 
little afiairs, and returned to New Castile, witli 
some pistoles in his pocket. 



CHAPTER XIII. 



I CONTRACTED a custom of goiug every morning 
to court, where I commonly spent two or three 
hours, in seeing the grandees pass and repass, 
though they appeared there without that splendour 
which surrounds them in other places. 

One day as I walked to and firo, and strutted 
through the apartments, making, like many others, 
a foolish figure enough, I perceived Fabricins, 
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^ A*7^ whom I had left at Valladolid, in the service of an 

r\J^\^ hospital-director. What astonished me was, that 

I / he talked familiarly to the duke of Medina Sidonia, 

x^'^ "^ and the Marquis of Santa Cruz. Nay, these two 

noblemen seemed to listen to him with pleasure, 
and he was as well dressed as a man of quality. 
Am 1 not mistaken, said I to myself; can this be 
the son of barber Nunnez; perhaps it is some young 
courtier, who resembles him ? I did not long remain 
in doubt : the noblemen went away, and I accosted 
Fabricius. He knew me at first sight ; and after 
haviug made me squeeze through the crowd with 
him, to get out of the apartments, " My dear Gil 
Bias (said he, embracing me,) I am rejoiced to see 
you again. How art thou employed at Madrid ? 
art thou still in service ? or hast thou some post at 
court f Give me an account of all that has hap- 
pened to thee, since thy precipitate retreat from 
Valladolid.'' *' You ask me a great many questions 
at once, (said I,) and we are not now in a proper 
place to relate adventures." " Thou art in the 
right, (he replied,) we shall be more at liberty in 
my loagings. Come, I will shew you the way ; it 
is not far from hence. I am quite my own master, 
agreeably lodged, perfectly easy in my circum- 
stances. I am contented with my situation, and 
happy because I think myself so." 

I accepted the proposal, and followed Fabricius, 
who stopped before a very fine house, where he 
told me he lodged. We crossed a court, where, on 
one side, there was a great stair-case that led to 
very superb apartments, and on the other a small 
y tiighi, equally dark and narrow, by which we 

ascended to the lodging he had so much extolled. 
It consisted of one room only, which my ingenious 
friend had divided into four, by thin deal boards. 
The first served as an antichamber to the second, 
where he lay ; he made a closet of the third, and 
a kitchen of the last. The chamber and anticham- 
ber were lined with maps and theses of philosophy, 
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and the furniture was suitable to this kind of 
hanging ; consisting of a large brocade bed, very 
much worn, old chairs covered with yellow serge^ 
garnished with a fringe of Grenada silk of the 
same colour ; a table with gilt feet, covered with 
leather that seemed to be once red, and bordered 
by a tinsel fringe become black by the lapse of 
time ; with an ebony cupboard, adorned with 
figures coarsely carved. He had, instead of a 
bureau, in his closet, a little table ; and his library 
was composed of some books, with several bundles 
of paper lying on shelves, placed above one another, 
along the wall. His kitchen, which was conformable 
to the rest, contained some earthen-ware, and 
otlier necessary utensils. 

Fabricius, aifter having given me time to consider 
his apartment, said, *' What dost thou think of my 
lodging and ceconomy ; anH thou enchanted with 
them f " *' Yes, faith, (I replied smiling,) I am so. 
Thou must have certainly played thy cards well at 
Madrid, to be so well furnished. Thou, doubtless, 
enjoyest sonie post." " Heaven forbid ! (replied 
he,) the business I follow is above all employments 
whatever. A man of fashion, to whom this house 
belongs, gave me a room, which I have divided into 
four, and furnished, as thou seest. I meddle with 
nothing but what gives me pleasure, and feel not 
the cravings of necessity." — " Pray be more expli- 
cit (said I, interrupting him) you irritate the desire 
I have of knowing what you do." — "Well (said he) 
thou shalt be satisfied. JUa ni tmn e d .^uih(M[j_.attd 
have commenced wit ; I w rite in versfLa&^well a&in 
^rose, and am equally good at.eyery thing. 

"Thou a favourite of Apollo! (criedT, laughing.) 
This is what I never could have divined. I should 
have been much less surprised to have found thee 
in a quite contrary situation. What charms couMst 
thou find in the condition of a poet ? methinks 
these people are commonly despised in civil life, 
and arc far from having an established ordinary." 



I 
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^^ O fye . (cried he in his turn) thou talkest of those 
miserable authors, whose works are the refuse of 
libraries and players. Is it to be wondered at, 
that such writers are not esteemed ? But good 
authors, my friend, are on a better footing in the 
world ; and I may say, without vanity, tliat I am 
one of that number." — " I don't at all doubt it 
(said I;) thou art a young fellow of excellent 
genius. That which is composed by thee cannot 
be bad. All that I am at a loss to know, is, how 
thou wast first seized with the rage of rhyme.'' 

" Thy surprise is just (replied Nunnez^) I was 
so well satisfied with my situation while in the 
service of Don Manuel Ordonnez, that I did not so 
much as wish for any other. But my genius rising 
by degrees, like that of Plautus, above servitude, I 
composed a comedy, which was acted by the com- 
pany who performed at Valladolid. Although it 
was not worth a fig, it met with great success; 
from whence I concluded that the public was a 
good milch cow, which easily parted with its store. 
This reflection, joined to the furious desire of com- 
posing new pieces, detached me from the hospital. 
The love of poetry banished my passion for riches; 
and resolving to repair to Madrid, as the centre of 
wit, in order to form my taste, I demanded my 
dismission from the director, who did not grant it 
without regret, so much aflection had he conceived 
for me. — ' Fabricius (said he) hast thou any cause 
to be dissatisfied ?' ' No, Sir (I replied ;) you are 
the best of masters ; and I am penetrated with your 
generosity. But, you know, one must follow his 
destiny. I find I am born to eternize my name by 
works of genius.' * What folly possesses thee ! 

i resumed the good citizen) thou hast already taken 
bot in the hospital, and art of that kind of wood 
of*which stewards and even directors are made. 
Thou art going to leave what is solid, in order to 
employ thyself in trifles ; and thou wilt soon repent 
of thy imprudence, ray child.' 
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" The director, seeing that he opposed my desiga 
to no purpose, paid my wages, ana, over and above, 
made me a present of fifty ducats, as a recompence 
for my faithful services : so that with this, and 
what I found means to glean in the little com- 
missions that were entrusted to my integrity, I 
was in a condition, on my arrival at Madrid, to 
appear in a very handsome manner. This I, failed 
not to do ; though the writers of our nation don't 
much pique themselves on their neat appearance. 
I soon became acquainted with Liope de Vega,* 
Miguel Cervantes de Saavedra,f and other famous 
authors ; but in preference to these great men, I 
chose for my preceptor a young bachelor of Cor- 
dova, the incomparable Don Lewis de Gongora, the 
finest genius that ever Spain produced. He will 
not allow his works to be printed in his life-time, 
but contents himself with reading them to his 
friends ; and what is very remarkable, nature has 
endued him with the rare talent of succeeding in 
all kinds of poetry. He chiefly excels in satire, 
which is indeed his main strength. He is not 
(like Lucilius) a muddy river, that sweeps along 
with it abundance of slime ; but rather the Tagus, 
that rolls over golden sands its limped stream.'' 
** Thou drawest (said I to Fabricius) an agreeable 
picture of this same bachelor ; and I don't doubt 
that a person of such merit has a great number of 
envious enemies." — " All our authors (he replied) 
good as well as bad, inveigh bitterly against him. 
He delights, says one, in bombast, points, meta- 



* Lope Felix de Vega Caroio, a renowned dramatic i>o- 
ct, as much admired by the Spaniards as Shakspeare (with 
whom he waa cotemporary) is by the English. He com- 
I>08ed eighteen hundred pieces for the stage, in Terse, be* 
sides many other works that proclaim the fruitfulneit of 
his genius. 

t Miguel Cervantes de Saavedra, the celebrated author 
of Don Quixote. 



SM ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS 

phon, and transposition. His verses, saith another, 
are as obscure as those which the Salian priests 
sung in their processions, and which nobody under- 
stood. Others again find fault with his composing 
sometimes sonnets, or romances, sometimes come- 
dies, stanzas, and acrostics ; as if he had foolishly 
undertaken to eclipse all the great masters in their 
own different ways. But all these efforts of jea- 
lousy are baffled by a muse that is cherished by 
all ranks of people, from the highest to the lowest. 
'* It was under this skilful master that I served 
my apprenticeship, and I dare say, it has appeared : 
V for I have so happily imbibed his genius, that 1 
have already composed some detached pieces which 
he would not blush to father. I opened my ware 
(according to his example^ in the houses of the 
great, where I am wondertully well received, and 
have to do with people who are not difficult to 

E lease. 'Tis tnie, indeed, my successful beginning 
as been of no disservice to my later compositions. 
In short, I am beloved by several noblemen, and 
in particular live with the Duke de Medina Sidonia 
as Horace once lived with Maecenas. You see 
(added Fabricius) in what manner I was metamor- 

{)hosed into an author I have nothing else to re- 
ate ; so that it is now thy turn, Gil Bias, to re- 
hearse thy exploits." 

I opened accordingly, and suppressing every 
trivial circumstance, gave him the detail he de- 
sired : after which, it being dinner-time, he took 
out of his ebony cupboard a couple of napkins, 
some bread, the remains of a shoulder of roast 
mutton, a bottle of excellent wine, and we sat 
down to table with all the gaiety of two friends 
who meet after a long separation. " Thou seest 
(said he) my free and independent life : I might, if 
1 would, go and dine every day with the people of 
quality ; but, besides that the poetic inclination 
keeps me oftentimes at home, i am a sort of an 
Aristippus ; and can equally accommodate myself 



ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS. 2J5 

to company and solitude, to affluence and fru- 
gality." We liked the wine so well, that there was 
a necessity of taking another bottle from the store ; 
and towards the end of the repast, I expressed a 
desire of seeing some of his productions. He im- 
mediately searched among his papers for a sonnet, 
which he read aloud with great emphasis. Never- 
theless, in spite of the charms of his reading, I 
found the performance so obscure, that I could not 
comprehend the meaning of one syllable. Per- 
ceiving my ignorance, *' This sonnet (said he) does 
not seem very clear to thy apprehension ! is it not 
80 ?" I owned to him that I could have wished it 
had been more plain. Upon which, he fell a 
laughing at my expence. " If this sonnet (he re- 
sumed) is not intelligible, so much the better. 
The natural and simple won't do for sonnets, odes, 
and other works that require the sublime. The 
sole merit of these is in their obscurity ; and it is 
sufficient if the poet himself thinks he understands 
them." — " You joke, friend, (said I, interrupting 
him,) good sense and perspicuity ought to be in- 
gredients in poetry of all kinds whatever ; and if 
the incomparable Gongora writes not more plainly 
than thou dost, I confess my opinion of him sinks 
apace. He must be a poet who can never deceive 
^ any otlier age than his own. Liet us now have a 
specimen of thy prpse." Hereupon, Nunnez pro- 
duced a preface, which (he said) he intended to 
prefix to a collection of comedies that he had then 
in the press , and having read it, asked my opinion. 
*' I am (said I) no better pleased with thy prose 
than with Uiy poetry. Thy sonnet is a piece <^ 
verbose fustian ; and thy preface is composed of 
far-fetched expressions, words that have not the 
public stamp, perplexed phrases ; in a word, thy 
style is quite peculiar to thyself; and the books m 
our best authors, ancient, as well as modem, are 
written in a quite different manner." — " Poor igno« 
ramus! (cried Fabricius,) thou dost not know then, 
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that every prosaic writer who now aspires at the 
reputation of a delicate pen, affects that singularity 
of style, and those odd expressions which shock 
thee so much. There are of us five or six bold 
innovators, who have undertaken to make a tho- 
rough change in the language ; and we will accom- 
plish it (please God) in spite of Lope de Vega, 
Cervantes, and all the fine geniuses who cavil at 
our new modes of speech. We are seconded by a 
■lumber of partisans of distinction, and have even 
some theologians in our cabal. 

''After all (added he) our design is commendable; 
and, prejudice apart, we are more valuable than 
those natural writers, who speak like the common 
run of mankind. I don't know for what reason 
they are esteemed by so many persons of honour. 
Their manner was proper enough at Athens or 
Rome, where there was no distinction in point of 
speaking ; so that Socrates said to Alcibiades, the 

Giople was an excellent schoolmaster : but at 
adrid we have both a good and bad language, 
and our courtiers express themselves quite other- 
wise than our citizens, believe me. In short, our 
new style overtops that of our antagonists. I will, 
by one example, make thee perceive the difference 
between the gentility of our diction, and the flat- 
ness of theirs. They would say, quite plainly (for 
instance) ' Interludes embellish a comedy.' While 
we, with more spirit, would pronounce ' Interludes 
create beauty in a comedy.' Take notice of that, 
* create beauty.' Dost thou perceive all the 
brilliancy, all the delicacy, all the prettiness of the 
expression ?" 

I interrupted my innovator with a loud laugh. 
'' Go, Fabricius, (said I,) thou art quite an onginal 
with this thy precious language." — '' And thou 
(answered he) art no better than a beast, with thy 
natural style. Go, (said he, repeating the words 
of the archbishop of Grenada) go and tell my trea- 
surer to give you a hundred ducats ; and heaven 
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direct you with that sum ! Adieu, Mr. Gil Bias ; I 
wish you a great deal of good fortune, with a little 



more taste." 



I redoubled my mirth at this sally; andFabriciaSy 
forgiving me for having spoken so irreverently of 
his writings, lost nothing of his good humour. 
We finished our second bottle, and getting up from 
table in a pretty good trim, went out with an intent 
to walk in the Prado ; but passing by the door of a 
tavern, we took it in our heads to go in. 

This place was usually frequented by good com- 
pany ; and I observed in two separate halls a great 
many cavaliers amusing themselves in difierent 
diversions. In one, they played at draughts and 
primero ; and in the other, ten or twelve persons 
were listening very attentively to a dispute between 
two professed wits. We had no occasion to go 
near them, in order to learn that a metaphysical 
proposition was the subject of their dispute ; for 
they talked with such warmth and transport, that 
they looked like people possessed. I imagine if 
Eleazar's* ring had been put under their noses, we 
should have seen devils issue with their breath* 
** Good God (said I to my companion) what passion! 
what lungs ! These disputants were certainly bom 
to be public criers. The greatest part of mankind 
are misplaced." — " Yes, truly, (he replied ;) these 
people seem to be of the race of Noviu6,f tbkt 



* Eleazar, a famous mathematician, who cast out devils, 
by t3nnr to the nose of the possessed a certain mystical ring, 
which uie dsmon no sooner smelted, than he oTertumed 
and abandoned the patient. He performed before the em- 
peror Vespasian ; and in order to show the power he had 
OTer the devil, commanded him to overset a pitcher of water. 
This the d«mon immediately complied with, to the asto- 
nbhment of all present. 

t Novius, whom Mr. Le Sage honours with the title of 
hanker, was do other than a rank usurer, who, from bdng 
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Roman banker, whose voice exceeded the noise of 
carmen. But Tadded he) what gives me the greatest 
disgust at their discourse is, that our ears are 
stunned to no purpose." We removed at a distance 
from those vociferous metaphysicians, and by that 
expedient I prevented a violent head-ach which 
had begun to seize me. We went and sat down 
in the corner of the other hall, whence, while we 
drank refi^shing liquors, we examined the cavaliers 
as they came in and went out, as Nunnez knew 
almost all of them. ^' Egad ! (cried he,) tlie dis- 
pute of our philosophers wonH be soon over : here 
are fresh reinforcements arriving : these three men 
will engage in the fray. But seest thou those two 
originals going out f That little, swarthy, withered 
creature, whose lank straight hair falls down in 
equal portions before and behind, is called Don 
Julian de Vellanunno ; and is a j'oung judge who 
affects the beau : one of my friends and I going to 
dine with him t'other day, surprised him in a pretty 
ttngular occupation. He was diverting himself in 
his closet, by throwing away the writings of a pro- 
cess, of which he is to make a report, and make a 
grey-hound bring them back again to him ; while 
the dog tore them to pieces very handsomely. 
The name of that licentiate with the copper nose, 
who accompanies him, is Don Cherubin Tonto, a 
canon of the church of Toledo, the weakest mortal 
in the world : though by his sprightly smiling air, 
you would imagine he had a great deal of wit. He 
has bright sparkling eyes, wiUi an arch malicious 



a slavC) came to be a rich citizen of Rome. Horace, who 
has perpetuated his infamy, lias also immortalized the loud- 
ness of his voice, in tlie sixth satire of his first book: 



at hie si plaustra ducenta 



Concurrantque foro tria funera magna sonabit 
Oomua quod vincatque tubas — 
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sneer ; so that one would be apt to think him a 
wag. When he hears a delicate performance read, 
he listens with such attention as seems full of un- 
derstanding, and all the while comprehends no- 
thing at all of the matter. He dined with us at 
the judge's house, where an infinite number of 
witty things were said : but he spoke never a word, 
though he applauded them with grimaces and ges- 
tures that seemed even superior to the sallies that 
we uttered." 

** Dost thou know (said I to Nunnez) these two 
shabby fellows, who, with their elbows on the table, 
sit in the corner, and converse together in whis- 

Eers ?" *' No (said he^ their faces are quite un- 
nown to me ; but in all likelihood they are coffee- 
house politicians who censure the government. 
Mind that genteel cavalier, who whistles as he 
walks through the hall, and supports himself some- 
times on one foot, sometimes on another : that is 
Don Augustin Moreto, a young poet, who was bom 
with some genius, but flatterers and ignorant peo-^ 

Kle have almost turned his brain. The man whom 
e accosts is one of his confederates, who is also 
moon-struck, and rhymes in prose. 

** More authors still ! (cried he, showing me two 
well-dressed men coming in) one would think they 
had made a rendezvous here, to pass in review be- 
fore thee. These are Don Bernard Dessenguado, 
and Don Sebastian de Villa Viciosa. The first is ^ 
genius Jiill of gall^jji^ author Jbiu'it.under the planet 
Saturn, a inari cious morUl, whose pleasu re con sists 
in hatiofjill tlie_ worlds . auBTb^EimselfJBelovidJiy 
nobody^ As for Don Sebastian, he is a young fel- 
low of candour, who will let nothing lie upon his 
conscience ; he lately brought a performance on the 
stage, which had an extraordinary run : and now 
be has printed it, that he may no longer abuse the 
esteem of the public." 

The charitable pupil of Goneora was going on in 
explaining the figures of this picture, which shifted 
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SO often to tlie view ; when a gentleman belonging 
to the Duke de Medina Sidonia came and inter- 
rupted him, saying, " Signior Don Fabricio, I was 
looking for you, in order to let you know that his 
grace would speak with you immediately, at his 
own house. Nunnez, who knew that a grandee's 
wishes cannot be too soon satisfied, quitted me in 
a trice, to go and wait upon his Maecenas ; while I 
remained very much astonished to hear him ho- 
noured with the appellation of Don, and see him 
thus become noble, in despite of his sire, master 
Crvsostom, the barber. 



CHAPTER Xir. 



I WAS so desirous of seeing Fabricius again, 
that I visited him early next morning. ^*6ood 
morrow, (said 1, when I entered,) Signior Don 
Fabricio, the flower, or rather glow-worm of the 
Asturian nobility!" At these words he laughed 
heartily. '' Thou hast observed then (cried he) 
that I am dubbed a Don ?" " Yes, Mr. Gentleman 
(I replied ;) and give me leave to tell you, that 
when you recounted your metamorphosis yester- 
^^y> you forgot the best part of it." *' I did so 
(answered be ;) but truly, if I have assumed that 
honourable title, it was not so much with a view 
to gratify my own vanity, as to accommodate my- 
self to that of others. Thou knowest the humour 
of the Spaniards : they make no account of an 
honest man if he has the misfortune to be both 
poor and mean born. I must tell thee too, that I 
see so many people call themselves Don Francisco, 
Don Pedro, or Don what-you-will, that if there is 
no cheat in the case, thou wilt allow nobility to 
))e a very common thing, and agree, that a plebeian 
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of merit honoun it by his association. Bat let us 
change the subject, (added he ;) last night I supped 
at the Duke de Medina Sidonia's, where, among 
other guests, was Count Galiano, a Sicilian noble- 
man of the first rank : and the conversation turning 
on the ridiculous efiects of «elf-love, I, charmed 
that I had it in my power to entertain the company 
on that subject, regaled them with the story of the 
homilies. Thou mayest well imagine they laughed 
heartily, and censured the archbishop as he de- 
served. This produced no bad effect for thee : for 
thou wast pitied by every body : and Count Gali- 
ano, after having asked a good many questions 
concerning thee, to which thou mayest believe I 
made suitable answers, desired me to bring thee to 
bis house. I was just now going in quest of thee, 
to conduct thee thither. I suppose he intends to 
offer thee the place of one of his secretaries ; and 
I advise thee to accept of it. The Count is rich, 
and spends like an ambassador, at Madrid : he is 
come to court, it is said, to confer with the Duke 
of Lerma, about tlie crown-demesnes which that 
minister designs to alienate in Sicily. In short. 
Count Galiano, though a Sicilian, seems to be ge- 
nerous, just, and open ; and thou canst not do 
better than attach ttiyself to him ; he is the man, 
in all probability, who is destined to enrich thee, 
according to what was foretold in thy behalf at 
Crrenada." 

** I had resolved fsaid I to Nunnes) to live at 
large a little, and enjov myself a good while, be- 
fore I should -go to service again : but thou speakest 
to me of this Sicilian count in such a manner, as 
induces me to change my resolution, and even to 
wish I was already in his family." *' Thou mayest 
soon be there (he replied) or I am much mistaken.'* 
At the' same time we went out together to the 
Count, who lodged in the house of his friend Don 
Sancho d'Avila, then in the country. 

We found in the court a great number of pages 
L Vol. If. IS 
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niid footmen, clothed in a livery equally rich and 
f^ay ; and in the anti-chamber several ushers, gen- 
tlemen, and other officers, all magnificently dressed 
but withal so ugly, that they looked like a company 
of apes in Spanish garb. There are figures, both 
of men and women, on which all art is thrown 
away. 

Don Fabricius having sent in his name, was im- 
mediately introduced into a room, whither I fol- 
lowed him ; and found the Count in his morning 
gown, sitting on a sopha, and drinking chocolate. 
We saluted him with all the demonstrations of the 
most profound respect ; and he honoured us with 
an inclination of the head, accompanied by such 
a gracious smile, as at once gained my heart. A 
wonderful eflfect, though an ordinary one, which a 
favourable reception from the great produces in 
our breasts ! They must receive us very ill, indeed, 
before we be disgusted at tlieir behaviour. 

Having drank his chocolate, he amused himself 
some time in playing with a large baboon that sat 
by him, and was called Cupid. I donU know for 
what reason the name of that god was bestowed 
on this animal, unless it w as because it had all his 
malice ; for it resembled him in nothing else. Such 
as it was, however, it did not fail to give vast de- 
light to its master, who was so much charmed with 
its merry tricks, that hc hugged it incessantly in 
his arms. Though Nunnez and I were not much 
diverted with the gambols of this beast, we feigned 
oiu'selves enchanted with its performances ; which 
pleased the Sicilian so much, tiiat he suspended 
the pleasure he enjoyed in this pastime, to tell me, 
" Friend, you have it hi your option to be one of 
my secretaries ; if you like the place, I will give 
you two hundred pistoles a year, without any other 
reconnnendation than that of Don Fabricio." ''My 
lord, (cried Nunnex,) I am bolder than Plato, who 
had not courage enough to answer for one of his 
friends, whom he sent to the tyrant Dionysius. I 
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am uot afraid of bringing reproaches upon myselt^ 
by vouching for my friend." 

I thanked the Asturian poet with a low bow, for 
his obliging confidence : then addressing myself to 
my patron, assured him of my teal and fidelity. 
This nobleman no sooner perceived that I relished 
his proposal, than he ordered his steward to be 
called : to whom having communicated something 
in a whisper, he said, " Gil Bias, I will tell you 
presently what is to be the nature of your employ- 
ment. Meanwhile you may follow my steward, 
who has received orders concerning you." I ac- 
cordingly obeyed, leaving Fabricio with the Count 
and Cupid. 

The steward, who was a most subtle MessinesCi 
conducted me to his apartment, where he loaded 
me with civilities ; and sending for the taylor who 
had equipped the whole family, ordered him to 
make for me, with all dispatch, a suit of clothes of 
the same magnificence as those of the principal 
officers. The taylor having taken measure of me, 
and retired, " As for your lodging (said tlie Messi- 
nese) I know a chamber that will exactly fit you. 
But have you breakfasted f " (added he.) When I 
answered m the negative, <* Ah, poor lad (said he) 
why did not you speak ? Come, I will shew you 
to a place, where, thank heaven, you may have 
what you will for the asking." 

So saying, he carried me down to the buttery, 
where we found the butler, a true Neapolitan, 
every whit as cunning as the Messenian. It might 
be said of him and the steward. These two make a 

Sir. This honest butler, with five or six of his 
fends, were cramming themselves with ham, cold 
tongue, and other relishing bits, which obliged 
them to redouble their draughts. We joined these 
hearty cocks, and assisted them in their attacks 
upon the Count's best wines. While this scene 
passed in the buttery, another such was acted in 
the kitchen: the cook also treated tliree or four 
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tradesmen of his acquaintance, who filled their 
bellies with rabbit and partridge pies : the very scul- 
lions enjoyed themselves on what they could pilfer ; 
so that I thought myself in a house abandoned to 
pillage : yet these were but trifles in comparison to 
what I did not see. 



CHAPTER XV. 






I WENT to fetch my baggage to my new habita- 
tion ; and when I returned, the Count was at din- 
ner with several noblemen and the poet Nunnex, 
who called for what he wanted with an easy air^ 
and mingled in the convetsation. Nay, I observed 
that every word he spoke afforded pleasure to the 
company. What a fine thing is genius ! A man 
of wit can easily turn himself into all shapes. 

I dined with the oflicers, who were treated pretty 
much in the same manner as our patron ; and in 
the afternoon retired to my chamber, where I be- 
gan to reflect on my condition. 

" Well, Gil Bias, (said I to myself,) thou art now 
in the service of a Sicilian Count, with w hose real 
character thou art utterly unacquainted. If we 
may judge by appearance, thou wilt 1)e in this fa- 
mily like a fish in the water : but we must swear to 
nothing ; and thou oiigbt'st to dlsTr'us't'^tHyTate^ 
the malighity of which thou hiaslITut too oUen exg 
perienced. Besides, thou dost not know for what 
employment thou art retained : he has already two 
secretaries and a steward ; what service tlien does 
he expect from thee ? It looks as if he intended to 
make thee his Mercury. In good time ! One can- 
not be on a better footing with a nobleman, in 
order to make his way to a good post. He who 
limits liimself to honourable services only, mevef 
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slowly, Step by step, and seldom gains his point at 
last." 

While I was engrossed by these fine reflections, 
a lacquey came to tell me, that all the company 
who had dined at our house were gone home, and 
that the Count wanted to speak with me. I flew 
instantly to his apartment, where I found him lying 
on his couch, ready to take his afternoon's nap 
with his baboon, which always bore him company. 

^' Come hither, Gil Bias (said he) take a chair, 
and listen to what I am going to say." I obeyed 
his orders, and he spoke to me in these terms : 
*'Don Fabricio has told me, that, among other 
good qualities, you possess that of attaching your- 
self to your masters ; and tha^ you are a young 
man of incorruptible integrity. These two qualifi- 
cations determined me to take you into my service ; 
for I have great occasion for an afiectionate do- 
mestic, who will espouse my interest, and employ 
his whole attention in husbanding my estate. I 
am rich, it is true, but my yearly expence greatly 
exceeds my income. Tfap ri^^gon is_plain ; I am 
plundered by my servants, and live in my qwn 
nouse as if I was -in a forest amongrobbers. I 
suspeut my butler and steward of tkdivmg a fellow- 
feeling the one with the other ; and this is more 
than enough to ruin me from top to bottom. Tou 
will say, if I have reason to tnink them rogues, 
why don't I turn them away f But where shall I 
find others made of a difierent kind of stufi*? I 
will be satisfied with having them both observed 
by a man who shall have a right to inspect thrir 
conduct : and you are the person whom I have 
chosen for that commission ; of which if you acquit 
yourself well,' be assured that you shall not ser\'e 
an ungrateful master ; for I will take care to pro- 
cure for yon a very advantageous settlement in 
Sicily." 

Having spoke thus, he dismissed me : and that 
very evening, in presence of all his dmnestics, I 
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was proclaimrd superintondaiit of the family. This 
«l]d not give tlie Messiiiese and Neapolitan great 
mortification at first, because they looked upon me 
us a jolly companion, of good composition : and 
concluded, that by giving ine a share of the spoil, 
I they should be allowed to go on in their old course. 

But they looked very silly next day, when I de- 
^ clared to them, that I was an enemy to all misde- 

I ineanour. I demanded of the butler an account of 

the provision ; I visited the cellar, and took an in- 
ventory of every thing he had in his charge ; I 
mean, table-linen and plate. I then exhorted them 
to be saving of our patron's wealth, to lay out with 
crconomy ; and ended my advice, by protesting to 
them, that I would inform that nobleman of every 
thing that I should observe amiss in his house. I 
did not stop here ; resolving to have a spy, who 
might discover if there was any sinister intelligence 
between them, I cast my eyes on a scullion, who 
being won by my promises, assured me, that I could 
not have applied to a more proper person, to get 
notice of every thing that happened in the house : 
that the butler and steward were in confederacy, 
and burnt the candle at both ends ; that they daily 
secreted one half of the provision that was bought 
for the family : that the Neapolitan took care of a 
lady who lived opposite to the college of St. Tho- 
mas ; and that the Messenian entertained another 
at the Sun-gate : that these two gentlemen sent all 
sorts of provision to their nym})hs every morning : 
and that the cook also dispatched savoury messes 
to a widow of his acquaintance in the neighbour- 
hood : and that in consideration of his service to 
the other two, to whom he was entirely devoted, 
lie disposed, as they did, of the wines in the cellar : 
in short, that these three domestics occasioned a 
most horrible expence in the Count's house. " If 
you doubt my report, (added the scullion) take the 
trouble of going to-morrow morning about seven 
o'clock to*the college of St. Thomas, and you shall 
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see me loaded with a basket, which will change 
your doubts into certainty." " So (said I to hiui) 
thou art agent to these gallant purveyors f" ** I 
am (he replied) employed by the butler, and one 
of my comrades acts for the steward." 

I had the curiosity to repair next morning, at the 
appointed hour, to the college, of St. Thomas, where 
I did not wait long for my spy, whom I saw com- 
ing along with a huge basket, filled with butcher's 
meat, poultry, and venison. I took an inventory 
of the particulars, of which I formed in my pocket- 
book a small verbal process, that I went and show- 
ed to my master, after having told the trencher- 
scraper, that he might execute his commission as 
usual. 

The Sicilian noblemaa, who was naturally pas- 
sionate, resolved, in the first transport, to turn away 
the Neapolitan and Messenian ; but after having 
reflected more coolly, contented himself with dis- 
missing the last, to whose place I succeeded ; so 
that my office of superintendant was suppressed 
soon after its creation : and truly I was not sorry 
for it ; for it was, properly speaking, no other than 
the honourable employment of a spy, and a post 
which had nothing substantial in it ; whereas, by 
being made steward^ 1 became master of the strong 
jM>x,and-tbati& every thing. The' steward Tdways 
possesses the first rank 'among the domestics of a 
great family : and there are so many small perqui- 
sites attached to his administration, that he may 
grow rich, even though he be an honest man. 

My Neapolitan, whose budget was not yet ex- 
hausted, ODserving my brutal zeal, that I got up 
every morning to sec and keep an account of what 
victuals were bought, no longer secreted a part ; 
but the rascal continued to purchase the same quan- 
tity as before. By this stratagem, increasing the 
profit he drew from the refuse of the table, which 
was his perquisite, he found himself in a condition 
to treat hb charmer at least with dressed victuak, 
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if he could not furnish her with raw provision. In 
short, the devil lost nothing in this reformatioD, 
and the Count was not a whit the better for having 
the phoenix of stewards in his service. The super- 
abundance that I tlien perceived at every meal 
made me guess this new trick, which I immediately 
defeated, by retrenching what was superfluous in 
every course. This I did, however, with such pru- 
dence, that the alteration could not be perceived ; 
one would have thought that there was still the 
same profusion : and yet, by this oeconomy, I con- 
siderably diminished the expence. This was what 
my patron required ; he wanted to retrench, with- 
out appearing less magnificent : for his avarice was 
subordinate to his ostentation. 

There was also another abuse to be reformed : I 
found the wine ran out apace : if, for example, 
twelve cavaliers happened to dine with my master, 
they would exhaust fifty, and sometimes five doxen 
of bottles. I was astonished at this waste, and 
not doubting that there must be some roguery in 
the case, consulted my oracle, that is, my drudge, 
with whom I very often had private conferences, 
and who made a faithful report of every thing that 
^ was said or done in the kitchen, where he was not 

in the least suspected. He told me, that the 
waste, of which I complained, proceeded from a 
new league between tlie butler, cook, and those 
lacquies who filled the wine, and who carried off 
all the bottles half emptied, which was afterwards 
shared among the confederates. I spoke to the 
ibutmen on this subject, and threatened to turn 
them out of doors, if ever they should think propel 
I to repeat this practice : upon which they were re- 

1 claimed. My master, whom I took care to adver- 

tise of the most minute things which I performed 
j for his advantage, loaded me with praises, and grew 

'i every day more and more fond of me : and I, in 

j order to reward the good services of the scullion, 

<^ created him cook's assistant. 
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The Neapolitaa was enraged to find me always 
on the catch with him : and was cruelly mortified 
with the contradictions he underwent, whenever 
he presented his accounts to me ; for, that I might 
pare his nails the closer, I took the trouble of go- 
ing to market, to learn the price of meat, just be- 
fore he went thither ; and aj he attempted to im- 
pose upon me afterwards, gave him a vigorous re- 
pulse. I was very well persuaded, that he cursed 
me an hundred tiroes a day ; but the subject of his 
maledictions hindered roe from dreading their force. 
I cannot imagine how he could bear my persecu- 
tions, and remain in the service of the Sicilian no- 
bleman. Doubtless, in spite of all my endeavours, 
he found his account in perseverance. 

Fabricio, whom I frequently saw, and to whom 
I recounted all my hitherto unheard exploits, in 
quality of steward, was more disposed to blame 
than .applaud my conduct. " God grant, (said he, 
one dav,) that thou mayest be recompensed for all 
this disinterestedness : but between thee and me, I 
believe it would not fkre the worse with thee, if 
thou wast not quite so rough with the butler." 
** How ! (ar^swered I) shall that robber charge in 
Us bill ten pistoles for a fish that did not cost four, 
and I pass over that article ?" " Why not ? (he re- 
plied coldly ;) let him give thee the half of the 
surplus, according to custom. In good faith ! 
my friend, ^continued he, shaking his head,) yon 
are a mere nmny, and, in all appearance, will grow 
grey in servitude, since you neglect to flay the eel 
while it is in your hand. Take my word for it, for- 
tune resembles those brisk airy coquets who despise 
the gallant that stands upon ceremony. 

I only laughed at the discourse of Nunnet, who 
laughed again in his turn ; and would have per- 
suaded me that he had only spoke in jest, being 
ashamed of having given me Dad counsel in vain. 
I cpntinuiHl firmu Qthe resolution of being alwMS 
\ zealous and faithful : 1 felt no inclination tobc 

^ frs Vol. II. 
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Otherwise ; and I dare say, that in four months I 
saved to my master, by my oeconomy, three thoa- 
sand ducats at least 



CHAPTER XVL 



About this time, the repose of the family was 
strangely disturbed by an accident, which will seem 
trifling to the reader ; though it'turned out a very 
serious matter to the servants, and especially to 
me. Cupid, that baboon of which I have made 
mention, that animal so beloved by our master, 
attempting one day to leap from one window to 
another, acquitted himself so ill in the perform* 
ance, that he fell down into the court, and dislo- 
cated his leg. The count no sooner understood 
this misfortune, than he uttered such piercing cries, 
that they were heard all over the neighbourhood ; 
and, in the excess of his grief, attacking all hb 
servants, without exception, he had well nigh made 
a clear house. His fury, however, was limited to 
cursing our negligences, and abusing us, without 
sparing terms of reproach. He sent immediately 
for those surgeons who were most expert in frac* 
tures and dislocated bones ; and who having visited 
the patient's leg, reduced it, and applied bandages 
accordingly. But though all of them assured him 
there was no danger, my master retained one ot 
them in the house, to be always near the animal, 
until it was perfectly cured. 

I should be to blame if I passed over in silence 
the grief and anxiety which preyed upon the heart 
of the Sicilian nobleman, during the whole time of 
the cure. Will it be believed, that all the day he 
did not stir from his dear Cupid i He was always 
present when it was dressed, and got out of bed to 
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vuit him two or three times every night. Bat the 
most troublesome circumstance of all was, that 
every domestic in the family, and I in particular, 
were always up, that we might be at hand, to be 
sent wheresoever it should be thought proper, for 
the service of this ape. In a word, we had no rest 
in the house, till such time as this plaguy beast, 
having recovered of his fall, betook himself again 
to his usual caperings and tumblings. After this, 
can we refuse to credit the report of Suetonius, 
when he says Caligula loved his horse to such a 
degree, that he bestowed upon him a house richly 
furnished, with officers to serve him, and even de- 
signed to make him consul ? My-.patcoQwas no 
less charmed with his baboon, whic h he wou ld wil- 
linjgly liave created a corre^cI6r,~ha3^t beenjp his 

poser. ' 

An unlucky circumstance for me was, that I had 
•arpassed all the valets in demonstrations of con- 
cern, that I might, in so doing, make my court to 
inv master ; and undergone such fatigue in behalf 
of Cupid, that I fell sick upon it, and was seised 
with such a violent fever, that 1 lost my senses, 
and know not how I was managed for fifteen days ; 
during which I was in a manner between Wb and 
death. This only I know, that my youth struggled 
so successfully against the fever, and perhaps 
against the remedies that were administered, that 
at length I recovered my understanding. The first 
use I made of it was to perceive that I was not in 
my o^ik chamber; and wanting to know the reason, 
I asked it of an old woman who attended me : bi^ 
she replied, that I must not speak ; for the physician 
had expressly forbid it When we are in good 
health, we commonly laugh at the doctor; bu^ 
when we are sick, we calmly submit to his prescrip- 
tions. 

1 thought proper, therefore, to hold my tongue, 
how much soever I longed to converse with tay 
Durse : and was engaged in reflections on this sub- 



Sdft ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS. 

ject, when two spnice beans entered, dressed in 
▼elvet, with very fine ruffled linen. I imagined 
they were two noblemen, friends of my master, 
who, out of consideration for him, came to see me. 
On this supposition, I made an effort to sit ap, and 
showed my respect by taking off my cap : but feny 
nurse laid me all along again, and told me thtti 
these gentlemen were iny physician and apothe- 
cary. 

The doctor coming to the bed-side, felt my puke, 
considered my countenance, and observing aU the 
symptoms of an immediate cure, assumed an air of 
triumph, as if he had greatly contributed to it : 
saying that there was nothing wanting to finish tlie 
work but a purge ; after which, he might boast of 
having performed a fine cure. When he had spoke 
thus, he made the apothecary write a prescriptioD, 
which while he dictated, he viewed himselx in a 
glass, adjusted his periwig, and made such gri* 
maces, that I could not help laughing, in spite of 
my weakly condition. He then made me a solemn 
bow, and* went away, much more engrossed by 
his own figure than by the medicines he had pre- 
scribed. 

After his departure, the apothecary, who had not 
come thither for nothing, prepared himself for do- 
ing something, which may be easily guessed; whe- 
ther he was afraid that the old woman could not 
acquit herself with dexterity enough, or wanted to 
operate himself, in order to enhance the value of 
his ware ; but with all bis address, I don't know 
how it happened, the operation was scarce per- 
formed, when 1 restored to the operator all that he 
had given me, and left his vehret suit in a fine 
pickle. He looked upon this accident as a mis* 
fortune annexed to pharmacy, and wiping himself 
with a towel, in silence, went away, resolving to 
make me pay the scourer, to whom be was certain- 
ly obliged to send his clothes. 

He returned next morning more plainly dressed. 
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though he had no risk to ran that day, in bringing 
the physic which the doctor had prescribed the 
day before. For I not only felt myself mending 
every moment, but had such an aversion, since the 
preceding day, to physicians and apothecaries, that 
I even cursed the universities where those gende* 
men receive the power of slaying men with impu* 
nitv. 

In this disposition, I swore that I would take no 
more medicme, and wished Hippocrates at the 
devil, with all his gang. The apothecary, who did 
not mind what became of his composition, provided 
he was paid for it, left it on the table, and retired 
without speaking a word. I ordered the villanout 
medicine to be thrown out at a window immediate- 
ly, being so much prepossessed against it, tnat I 
should have thought myself poisoned, had I swal- 
lowed it. To this stroke of disobedience I added 
another. I broke silence, and told my nurse, in 
a peremptory tone, that I absolutely insisted on 
knowing what was become of my master. The old 
woman, who was apprehensive of exciting in me a 
dangerous emotion, should she gratify my curiosity ; 
or resolving, perhaps, to irritate my distemper by 
her obstinacy, made no answer; but I persisted 
with so much passion, that she replied, at length, 
'^ Signior cavsJier, you are now your own master ; 
Count Galiano is gone back to Sicily.'' 

I could not believe what I heard, and yet there 
was nodiing more true. That nobleman, the very 
second day of py distemper, fearing that I should 
die at his house, had the generosity to order me lo 
be transported, with my little e&cts, to a hired 
room, w.bere he had abandoned me, i!rJUiQttixece». 
mony, to Providence and t he care of ajiurse. la 
flie interim, having received an orderTfC© court, 
oUiging him to repass into Sicily, be set out with 
such precipitation, that I was not so much at 
thougnt or; whedier be already numbered me 
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with the dead, or that people of quality are trou- 
bled with short memories. 

My nurse informed me of all this ; and likewise 
assured me, it was she who had called the physi- 
cian and apothecary, that I might not pensh for 
want of assistance. These comfortable news threw 
me into a profound reverie. Adieu, my advan- 
tageous settlement in Sicily ! my sanguine hopes, 
farewell ! '' When any great misfortune happens 
to you (says a certain pope,) examine yourself well, 
and you will always perceive that it was, in some 
measure, owing to your own fault" No disparage- 
ment to this holy father, I can't see how I contri- 
buted to my own mischance on this occasion. 

When I found the flattering chimeras, with which 
I had stuffed my imagination, vanished, the next 
thing that I concerned myself about was my port- 
manteau, which I ordered her to bring to my bed- 
side, that I might examine it I sighed, when I 
perceived it open, crying, Ah ! my dear.portman* 
teau, my only consolation ! you have been, I see, 
at the mercy of strangers. *' No, no, Signior Gil 
Bias (said the old woman,) don't be uneasy : no- 
thing is stolen from you ; I have protected your 
box as if it had been my own honour." 

I found in it the suit of clothes which I had 
when I came into the Count's service, but I looked 
in vain for that which the Messenian had ordered 
to be made for me. My master had not thought 
proper to leave it with me, or else somebody had 
made free with it, during my delirium. All my 
other baggage remained, and even a great leathern 
purse that contained my money, which I reckoned 
twice, as I could not at first believe that there 
were but fifly pistoles remaining of two hundred 
and sixty, that were in it before I fell sick, *' What 
is the meaning of this, my good mother ! (said I 
to the nurse ;) my finances are terribly diminished." 
^' And yet nobody, except myself, hath touched 

/ 
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them (said the old woman) and I have been as fru- 
gal as possible: but sickness is very expensive; one 
is always laying out. Here (added the good mo- 
ther, taking a packet of papers out of her pocket) 
here is an account of the expence, as just as the 
current coiu, which will show that I have not em- 
ployed a maravedi amiss." 

I glanced over the bill, which contained fifteen 
or twenty pages. Mercy upon me! what a quantity 
of poultry had been bought, while I was out of my 
senses. There was in broths only to the amount 
of twelve pistoles, at least. The other articles were 
answerable to this. It can't be imagined how much 
was laid out for wood, candles, water, and brooms. 
Nevertheless, swelled as this account was, the sum 
total did not exceed thirty pistoles, consequently 
there ought to be a remainder of one hundred and 
eighty. This I represented to her ; but the bel- 
dame, with an air of de\'otion, began to take all 
the saints to witness, that there were but fourscore 

Eistoles in the purse, when the Count's butler gave 
er the charge of my portmanteau. '' What is that 
you say, goody ? (cried I, with precipitation ;) was 
it the butler who put my things into your hands .^'* 
*' Without doubt, it was he (she replied) by this 
token, that when he gave me Uiem, he said, * Goo<|^ 
mother, when Signior Gil Bias is stifi*, don't fail to 
treat him with a good funeral, for there is money 
enough in the portmanteau to answer the expence. 

''Ah, damned Neapolitan! (cried I) I am no 
longer at a loss to know how my money is gone : 
you have swept it away, to make yourself some 
amends for the thefts 1 hindered you to commit'* 
After this apostrophe, I thanked heaven that the 
knave had not carried off the whole. Whatever 
reason I had, however, to accuse the butler of hav- 
ing robbed me, I could not help thinking, that the 
nurse might possibly have done the deed. My sus- 
picion fell sometimes on one, sometimes on the 
other ; but it was still the same thing to me. 
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I said notbiog to the old woman : I did not evea 
cavil at the articles of her unconscionable bill ; for 
I should have got nothing but wrangling; and 
every one must understand his trade : my resent- 
menti therefore, was contented with paying and 
dismissing her three days after. 

I believe, when she went from me, she advertised 
the apothecary that she had been dismissed, and 
that 1 was well enough to decamp, without taking 
niy leave of him ; for in a moment after he came 
to me, quite out of breath, and presented his bill, 
in which, under names that were utterly unknown 
to me, although I had been a physician, he had set 
down all the pretended medicines with which be 
had furnished me, while I was out of my senses.. 
This bill might be justly said to have been written 
in the true spirit of an apothecary ; and accordingly 
we disputed about the payment of it. I insisied 
on his abadng one half of the sum he demanded : 
he swore he would not abate one maravedi. Con- 
sidering, however, that he had to do with a young; 
man, who might give him the slip, by quitting Ma- 
drid that very day, he chose rather to be contented 
with what I offered, that is, three times the value 
of his drugs, than to run the risk of losing the 
Hi'hole. 1 gave him the money with infinite regret, 
and he retired fully revenged for the small disgrace 
he had suffered on the day of the clyster. 

The physician appeared almost at the same dme ; 
for those animals are always at the tail of one an- 
other. I paid him for his visits, which had been 
very numerous, and sent him away very well satis- 
fied. But before he would leave me, in order to 
prove that he had earned his fees, he related all 
the mortal symptoms which he had prevented in 
my distemper : a task he performed in very learned 
terms, and with an agreeable air, though it was 
altogether above my comprehension. When I had 
dispatched him, 1 thought 1 had got rid of all the 
ministers of the Fates. But I was mistaken : a 
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Burgeon, whom I had never seen, entered my apart- 
ment, and having saluted me very respectfully^ 
expressed great joy in seeing me out of danger, a 
deliverance which (he said) he attributed to two 
copious bleedings that he had performed, aiid some 
cupping-glasses which he had the honour to apply. 
This was another feather to be plucked from my 
wing : I was fain to pay tribute to the surgeon also. 
After so many evacuations, my purse became so 
feeble, that it was litde better than a lifeless corpse, 
so little of the radical moisture remained. | 

I began to lose courage, when I saw myself 
relapsing into a state of misery. I had, while I 
served my last masters, conceived too great affectioa 
for the conveniences of life, and could no longer, 
as former! V, look upon indigence with the eye of a 
cynic philosopher. 1 will own, howev<* ri thfl* ^ 
wn^vw^jnjirli in fl^ff ^"^"Si In Iff mvsilf fall a 
giey tolneiancbqlx* After having so often experi - 
enced that fortune jio. jooher jivfrthrrw than she 
nraed-ftfe up again, I^ onghlJahaxe.cctg&rdfid^ 
trottblesbroe situatTon in which I was, as another 
Uttroductioii to prosperity. 
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CHAPTER I. 



jyiT not having heard of Nunnez all this time 
surprised me so much, that I concluded he must 
be in the country : and as soon as I could walk, I 
went to bis lodgings, where I understood that he 
had actually gone to Andalusia, three weeks be- 
fore, with the Duke de Medina Sidonia. One 
morning, at waking, Don Melchior de la Ronda 
came into my head ; and remembering that I had 
promised him, while I was at Grenada, to visit his 
nephew, if ever I should return to Madrid, I re- 
solved to keep my promise that very day. Having 
got a direction to the house of Don Balthazar de 
Zuniga, I repaired tliither, and asked for Signior 
Joseph Navarro, who soon appeared. When I sar 
luted him, he received me politelVi but coldly, 
although I had signified my name/ I did not know 
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bow to reconcile tliis frozen reception with the 
character I had beard of this clerk of the kitchen ; 
and was going away, with a resolution to save my- 
self the trouble of a second visit, when all of a 
sudden, assuming an open, smiling air, he cried| 
with a good deal ofemotion, "Ah ! Signior Gil Bias 
de Santillane, pray pardon the reception I have 
given you. My memory had betrayed my inclina- 
tion : I had forgot your name, and little thought 
that you was the cavalier of whom mention is made 
in a letter which I received from Grenada, about 
four months ago. 

" How rejoiced am I to see you ! (added he, 
throwing his arms about my neck, with transport*) 
My uncle Melchior, whom I love and honour as a 
father, conjures me, if perchance I should have the 
I honour of seeing you, to treat you in the same 

1 manner as if you was his son.; and to employ, if 

there should be occasion, my own credit, and that 
of my friends, in your behalf. He has praised the 
qualities of your head and heart in such terms as 
would have interested me in your favour, even if I 
had not been engaged thereto by his recommenda- 
tion. I beg, therefore, that you will look upon me 
as a man to whom my uncle has imparted, by letter, 
all his sentiments with regard to you. I offer you 
my friendship, and I hope you will not refuse me 



vours." 



I answered with that gratitude which I owed to 
the polite behaviour of Joseph ; and, like people of 
warmth and sincerity, we contracted an intimacy 
on the spot ; and I did not scruple to disclose the 
situation of my affairs: which he no sooner heard, 
than he said, " I undertake to procure a place for 
you; and, in the mean time, don't fail to come and 
dine with me every day. You will fare better here 
than at your eating-house." The offer was too 
agreeable to a poor creature just come out of a fit 
of illness, who had been used to good living, to be 
ranted. I accepted the invitation therefore, and 
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recrnited so well in that family, that, in fifteen 
days, I had the face of a Bernardine monk. Mel- 
cliior's nephew seemed to make up his pacK rarely; 
but how could it be otherwise r He had three 
strings to his bow ; was at the same time buder, 
steward, and clerk of the kitchen : besides (our 
friendship apart,) I believe the comptroller of the 
house and he had a very good understanding to- 
gether. 

I was perfectly recovered, when my friend Joseph, 
seeing me come in one day to dine as usual, made 
up to me with a gay air, and said, ^* Siguior Gil 
Bias, I have a pretty good place in view for you. 
You must know tliat the Duke of Lerma, prime 
minister of die Spanish crown, in order to devote 
himself entirely to affairs of state, entrusts two 

Grsons with his own concern. Don Diego de 
onteser has the care of gathering his rents ; and 
his household expence is managed by Don Rodrigo 
de Calderona. These two men, in whom he caa 
confide, exercise their employments with absolute 
authority, without the least dependence on one 
another. Don Diego usually keeps in his service 
two stewards to receive the cash ; and as I under> 
stood this morning that he had dismissed one of 
them, I have been to ask the place for you. Signior 
de M onteser, who knows me, and of whose friend- 
ship I may boast, has granted it, without any 
difficulty, on my recommendation of your morals 
and capacity. We will go to his house this after- 



noon." 



We went thither accordingly. I was very gra- 
ciously received, and installed in the employment 
of the steward, who had been dismissed. His 
office consisted in visiting the farms, keeping them 
ni repair, and receiving the rents : in a word, I was 
concerned in the country estate, and every month 
gave in my accounts to Don Diego, who examined 
them with great attention. This was what I 

wished; althnnprh my infpynfy l^g^ ||y*i|^oJlll_ yfr. 
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aid by my late imifitfri^y was rtsrivH tff tlftllfinnr 

\> '.jc.' , One cHy/having got notice that a fire had hap' 

- tfr pened in the castle of Lerma, and that more than 

^ one half of it had been reduced to ashes, 1 went 

thither immediately to take an account of the 
damage; and having informed myself exactly, upon ' 
the spot, of all the circumstances of the fire, I 
composed an ample relation of it, which Monteser 
showed to the duke of Lerma. The minister, not- 
withstanding the affliction he was in, to hear such 
bad news, was struck with the relation, and could 
not help asking who was the author. Don Diego 
not only satisfied him in that particular, but also 
spoke so much in my favour, that his excellency 
remembered me six months after, on the occasion 
of a story, which I am going to recount, and with- 
out which, perhaps, I should never have been em- 
ployed at court. Here it is : 

At that time there lived in the street of the 
Infantas, an old lady called Inesilla de Cantarilla, 
whose birth was not certainly known. Some said 
that she was the daughter of a lute-maker : and 
others, that her father was a commander of the 
order of St. Jago. Be that as it will, she was a 
prodigy. Nature bestowed upon her the singular 
privilege of charming the male sex, during the 
whole course of her life, which exceeded seventy- 
five years. She had been idolized by the noblemen 
of the old court, aud saw herself adored by those 
of the new. Time, that spares not ^iven beauty, 
had exerted itself upon hers in vain ; though he 
had withered it, he could not deprive her of the 
power to please : and a noble air, an enchanting 
wit, and graces that were peculiar to her, made 
her inspire the men with passion, even in her old 
age. 

One of the duke of Lerma's secretaries, called 
Don Valerio de Luna, a cavalier of five and twenty, 
saw Inesilla, and fell in love with her. He de- 
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dared himself in the most passionate terms, and 
pursued his prey with all the fury thatj^ve and 
youth can inspire. The lady, whd had her reasons 
for not complying with his wishes, did not. know 
how to moderate his flame. One .day, however, 
thinking she had found the means, she carried die 
young man into her closet, and pointing to a clock 
that stood upon a table, " You see, (said she) what 
hour it is-— on the same day and honr did I come 
into the world, seventy-five years ago ; and do yon 
really think, it becomes one of my age to be en- 
gaged in love intrigues f Recall your reason, my 
child, and stifle those sentiments n^ich are to 
unsuitable both to you and me.*' At this sensible 
advice, the cavalier, who no longer acknowledged 
the authority of reason, answered the lady with all 
the impetuosity of a man possessed by the moit 
violent emotions, *< Cruel Inesilla ! why have yoo 
recourse to such frivolous remonstrances ? Do you 
imagine that they can change you in my eyes f 
Don't flatter yourself .with such a vain hope. 
While yon are such as I behold you, or while my 
view is fascinated by the charm, I cannot cease to 
love you." — " Well then, (said she) since you are 
so obstinate as to persist in the resolution of fa- 
tiguing me with your addresses, my house shall be 
no longer open to you. I forbid you to come near 
it, and desire to see you no more." 

.You will, perhaps, believe, after this, that Don 
Valerio, disctt^erted at what he had heard, made 
an honouraH^^eat. On the contrary, he became 
still more illportunate. Love produces the same 
efiects in its votaries as wine does in drunkards. 
The cavalier begged, sighed, and making a sudden 
transition from entreaties to rage, attempted to 
enjoy by force what he could not otherwise obtain. 
But the lady resisting with courage, cried, with an 
air of indignation, " Hold, rash wretch ! I will 
soon bridle your impetuous ardour. Know that 
von are my son." Don Valerio was confounded at 
M Vol. II. 
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tkese words, which suspended the violence of his 
ptssion. But imagining that Inesilla spoke thus 
onlv to be rid of his solicitations, he- answered, 
'* lou have invented that fable to elude my de* 
sires." — " No, no, (said she, interrupting him,) I 
reveal a mystery, wliicli 1 should always have 
concealed, had not you reduced me to the necessity 
of disclosing it. Six and twenty years ago, 1 was 
in love with Don Pedro de Luna, your father, 
who was then governor of Segovia, and you became 
the fruit of our mutual passion. He owned you 
for his son, gave you good education; and although 
be had not been without other children, your good 
qualities would have determined him to leave you 
a fortune. I, for my part, did not forsake you ; as 
soon as you began to appear in the world, I allured 
you to my house, in order to inspire you with that 
polite behaviour, which is so necessary to a gallant 
man, and which women can only bestow. I did 
more ; I employed all my credit to introduce you 
into the prime minister's service. In short, I have 
interested myself for you, as I ought to do for 
a son. After this declaration, take your own 
measures. If you can purify yoqr sentiments, and 
look upon me only as a mother, 1 do not banish 
you from my sight, but will treat you with all the 
tenderness 1 have hitherto preserved ; but if you 
are incapable of that effort, which both nature and 
reason demand, fly this moment, and deliver me 
from the horror of your presence." 

While Inesilla spoke in this manner, Don Valerio 
remained in profound silence. He seemed to re- 

; call his virtue, and endeavour to vanquish himself; 
but he meditated another design, and prepared a 
quite different spectacle for his mother. Being 
unable to console himself for tfie insurmountable 
obstacle that opposed his wishes, he basely yielded 
to his despair : he drew his sword, and plunged it 
in his own bosom ; punishing himself like another 

\ Oedipus; with this difference, that the Tbebay 
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plucked out his own eyes, out of grief for having 
committed tlie crime ; whereas the Castilian stabbed 
himself, because he could not commit it. 

The unhappy Don Valerio did not die imme- 
diately of the blow he had given himself: but had 
time to repent, and ask pardon of heaven, for 
having taken away his own life. As he left, by 
his death, a vacancy in the post of secretary to the 
duke of LfCrma, that minister, who had not forgot 
my account of the fire, nor the good character he 
had heard of me, chose me to fill the place of this 
young gentleman. 



CHAPTER II. 



MoNTESER was the person who informed me 
of this agreeable news, and said, '* Friend Gil 
Bias, though I feel some regret in losing you, I 
love you too well not to be overjoyed at your 
succeeding Don Valerio. You will not fail to 
make a fine fortune, provided you follow two pieces 
of advice which I have to give you. The firsi is, 
to appear so much attached to his excellency^ that 
he shall never doubt of your beinc entirely devoted 
to his will, 7j^4 the second i& to make, your 
court to SFgnor Don Rodrigo de Calderona ; for 
that man moulds the mind of his master like wax. 
If you have the good fortune to acquire the good 
will of that favourite secretary, you will go a great 
way in a very little time." 

" Signior, fsaid I to Don Diego, after having 
thanked him tor his good advice,) tell me, if you 
please, Don Rodrigo's character. I have often 
heard him spoke of, and represented bad enough ; 
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but I have not much confidence in the pictures 
which people draw of those who have posts at 
court ; though sometimes, I believe, they do not 
judge amiss. Pray, tell me then, what do you think 
of Signor Calderona ?" — " You ask me a very deli- 
cate question, f replied the overseer, with a satirical 
smile;) I would tell any body but you, without 
hesitation, that he is a very honourable gentle- 
man, of an unblemished character. But I will 
deal more frankly with you ; for besides that I 
believe you a young man of discretion, I think it 
. my duty to talk openly to you of Don Rodrigo, 
since I have advised you to cultivate him with 
care ; otherwise 1 should only oblige you by halves. 
''You must know then, that from a simple 
domestic of his excellency, when he was only Don 
Francis de Sandoval,* this man has arrived, by 
degrees, at the post of his first secretary. There 
never was a prouder man ; he looks upon himself 
as the duke of Lerma's colleague ; and, at bottom, 
he may be said to share with him the authority of 
prime minister, since he bestows posts and govern- 
ments on whom he pleases to oblige. This the 
public often murmurs at; but he gives himself no 
trouble about the matter : provided an affair yields 
him a handsome present, he bids defiance to cen- 
sure. You will easily conceive, from what I have 
said, fadded Don Diego,) how you are to behave 
to sucii a haughty mortal." — " Oh yes ! (said I) 
leave that to nie. It will be very unlucky indeed, 
if I cannot gain his favour. When one knows the 
foibles of a person whom he wishes to please, he 



* Francis de Roxas de Sandoval, cardinal and duke of 
Lierma, grandee of Spain, by three several claims, was chief 
iavourite and prinie minister to Philip the Third, whom he 

Governed with absolute powtT many years, but was at last 
isgraced, October 4, 1618, and died seven years after, in 
his return unto Valladolkl. 
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must be no conjuror if he fails of success.'* — 
*< Well then (replied Monteser) I will now present 
you to the duke of Lerma." 

We went immediately to the house of that mi- 
nister, whom we found giving audience in a great 
hall, where there was more company than at court. 
Here I saw commanders and knights of Calatrava 
and St. Jago, soliciting for governntats and vice- 
royalties ; bishops, who, being sickly at their own 
dioceses, desired to be made archbishops, only for 
the change of air ; and some holy fathers, of the 
order of St. Dominic and St. Francis, who laid 
claim to the mitre with great hamility. I likewise 
observed some half-pay officers, who acted the 
same part that captain Chinchilla had formerly 
performed, that is, spent all they had in dancing 
attendance for a pension. If the duke did not 
gratify all their desires, he at least received their 
petitions with great aflability ; and I perceived that 
be answered very politely to those who spoke to 
him. 

We waited patiently, until he had dispatched all 
these supplicants : tlien Don Diego said to him, 
" My lord, here is Gil Bias de Santillane, that 
young man whom your excellency has chosen to 
supply the place of Don Valerio." At these 
words the Duke, casting his eyes upon me, said, in 
a very obliging manner, " That I had already 
merited it by the services I had done him." He 
afterwards carried me into his closet, to discourse 
with me in private, or rather, judge of my under- 
standing by my conversation. He desired to know 
who I was, and the life I had hitherto led, exacting 
of me a sincere narraticm of the whole. What a 
detail was diis for roe to give ! There was no 
thinking of telling lies before a prime minister of 
Spain. On the other hand, I had so many things 
to tell at the expence of my vanity, that I could 
not resolve on a general confession. How should 
I extricate myself from this embarrassment? 1 took 
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the resolution of embellishing the truth in those 
parts where it would have offended in its naked- 
ness ; but he did not fail to discover it, in spite of 
all my skill. '* Monsieur de Santillane, (said he 
with a smile, when I had finished my story,) I see 
you have been in your time a little upon the 
icaro/*^ I answered, with a blush, " Tour ex- 
cellency ordered me to be sincere, and I have 
: obeyed." — "I am obliged to thee for it fhe re- 
! plied ;) go, my child, t hou hast cop ae o^ very 

(ch eaply. A am astonished that thou wast not un- 
done by ill example. There are manylionest peo- 
ple who would have Uimgd,4creat rop ^es, had 
' fortune put jhem to the same trials. 

"Friend Santillane, "(icontinlied the minister) 
forget thy past life ; and remember that thou now 
belongest to the king, in whose 8er\'ice thou wilt be 
employed for the future. Follow me, and I will 
make thee acquainted with the nature of thy office." 
He carried me into a little closet adjoining to his 
own, where I saw, upon shelves, twenty thick 
registers in folio. " It is here (said he) where thou 
must work. These registers compose a dictionary 
of all die noble families within the kingdoms and 
principalities of the Spanish monarchy. Every 
book contains, in alphabetical order, the abridged 
history of every gentleman ; in which are recounted 
the services which he and his ancestors have per- 
formed to the state, as well as the affairs of honour 
in which they have been engaged. There is also 
mention made of their fortune, their morals, and, 
in a word, of all their good and bad qualities : so 
that, when they come to solicit favours at court, I 
see, with one glance of my eye, whetlier or not 
they deserve them. That I may have an exact 
information of all these things, I have pensionaries 
every where, who take care to get good intelligence, 
which they transmit to me in writing ; but as their 



* Picaro, a Spanish word signifying rogue. 
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memorials are often diffuse, and stuffed with pro- 
vincial modes of expression, they must be rendered 
more concise, and the diction polished ; because 
his majesty sometimes orders these registers to be 
read to him. In this work, which requires a per- 
spicuous style, I will employ thee this very mo- 
ment" 

So saying, he took out of a port-folio, full of 
papers, a memorial, which he put into my hand ; 
and went out of my closet, leaving me at liberty 
to perform my coup d'essai, I read the piece, 
which seemed not only stuffed with barbarous 
terms but even filled with indecent passion ; though 
it had been composed by a monk in the town of 
Solsona. He there tore to pieces, without mercy, a 
good Catalonian family; and God knows if he spoke 
truth : it looked so much like a scandalous ubel, 
that I at first made some scruple of working upon 
it ; being afraid of making myself an accomplice in 
the calumny. Nevertheless, novice as I was at 
court, I went on, at the hatard of his reverence's 
soul ; and placing all the iniquity, if there was any 
in the case, to his account, began to dishonour, in 
good Castilian phrases, two or three generations of 
honest men, perhaps. 

I had already finished four or five pages, when 
the Duke, impatient to know how 1 performed, 
returned and said, '' Santillane, shew me what thon 
hast done ; for I long to see it : at the same time, 
throwing his eyes upon my work, he read the 
beginning with great attention : and seemed so well 
satisfied, that 1 was surprised at his commendation. 
** Prepossessed as I was in thy favour (said be,) I 
confess thou hast surpassed my expectation : thou 
writest not only j^ith all the clearness and distinc- 
tion that I desired, but thy style is also spirited 
and easy : thou justifiest the choice I have made of 
thy pen, and consolest me for the loss of thy pre- 
decessor." He would not have confined my eulo- 
gium to thb, had he not been interrupted by iht 
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/ waiters ooe fourth of it at least ; for so much re- 
mained over and above the reckoning. After 
which, I strutted a way wUh s ucJLgestur es as shewed 
that I was jnighty jvgll _pleaseawnh my owg 
person. 

About "twenty yards from hence, there was a 
large house, in which noblemen that were strangers 
commonly lodged. Here I hired an apartment, 
consisting of five or six rooms handsomely fur- 
nished, as if I already enjoyed two or three thou- 
sand ducats a year ; and even paid the first month 
per advance. Afterwards, returning to work, I 
spent the whole afternoon in continuing what I had 
begun in the morning. There were two more 
secretaries in a closet next to mine ; but they only 
transcribed what the Duke gave them to copy. 
With these I contracted an acquaintance that very 
evening when we went out together ; and, in order 
to gain their friendship the sooner, carried them 
to my tavern, where I ordered for supper the best 
dishes in season, with the most delicate wines. 

We sat down together, and began to converse 
with more gaiety than wit; for to do justice to my 
guests, I soon perceived that they did not owe to 
their genius the places which they possessed. They 
were connoisseurs, indeed, in the difierent kinds 
of hand-writing; but they had not the least tincture 
of university education. 

* To make amends for this, they understood their 
own little interest to admiration ; and were not so 
much intoxicated with the honour of serving the 
prime minister, but that they complained of their 
situation. *' We have (said one of them) already 
etercised our employment five months at our own 
ezpence, without touching one farthing ; and, 
which, is worse, our appointments are not re- 
golated ; nor do we know upon what footing we 
are.'* — " As for my part (said the otlier) I would 
with all my heart put up with twenty stripes, 
instead of appointments, to be allowed the liberty 
M 2 Vox. n. 18 
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of engaging myself elsewhere; for I dare not 
retire on my own accord, nor demand my ^Us- 
mission, after the secrets .with which I have been 
intrusted ; else I might chance to visit the tower 
of Segovia, or castle of Alicant" 

^' How do you make shift to live then ? (said I to 
them :) I suppose you have fortunes of your own.'' 
They answered they had very little money ; but, 
luckily for them, they lodged at the house of an 
honest widow, who gave them credit for thdr 
board, at the rate of one hundred pistoles a year 
from each. All this discourse, of which I did not 
lose one word, dissipated in an instant the fumes 
of my pride : I concluded, that no more considera^ 
tion would be pud to me than to others ; conse- 
quently, I had no cause to be so much charmed 
with my post, which was not quite so substantial 
\ as I had imagined ; and that, in short, I could not 
^ be too frugal of my purse. Tb^ge^jisflfictiaps 
cmr ed me of my extravaga nce. I began to repent 
ofBa^ing invited my felloW^Rftretaries ; wished the 
repast at an end ; and when the bill was brought, 
disputed with the landlord on every article. 

Afy friends and I parted at midnight ; because 
I did not press them to stay longer. They went 
home to their widow, and I to my superb apart- 
ment, which I was now mad with myself for having 
hired ; and which I firmly resolved to leave at the 
month's end. It was to no purpose for me to lie 
down on a good bed ; my anxiety banished aU 
repose ; and I passed the night in contriving means 
of being paid by his majesty for my work. I 
stuck, on this occasion, to Monteser's advice, and 
rose with a resolution of going to pay my respects 
to Don Rodrigo de Calderona. I was in a very 
proper disposition to appear before such a proud 
man, because I found I had occasion for his pro- 
tection. 

I repaired then to the secretary, whose lodging 
communicated with that of the ihike of Lenna^ 
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and even equalled it in magnificence : by the fur- 
niture, it would have been a difficult matter to 
distinguish the master from the man. I sent in 
my name, as the successor of Don Valerio ; but, 
for all that, I waited in the anti-chamber upwards 
of an hour. " Mr. New Secretary (said I to myself 
at this juncture) have a little patience, if you 
please : I find you must dance attendance yourself, 
before you make other people do so." The cham- 
ber-door being opened at length, I entered, and 
advanced towards Don Rodrigo, who having just 
finished a billet-doux to his charming Sirena, was 
putting it into Pedrillo's hands. I had never 
appeared before the Archbishop of Grenada, the 
Count Galiano, nor even the prime minister, so 
respectfully as I presented myself to the eyes of 
Signior de Calderona, whom I saluted with a bow 
to the very ground, begging his protection in such 
submissive terms, that I cannot remember them 
without a blush. My meanness would have turned 
to my prejudice, in the opinion of a real gentle- 
man ; but he was pleased with my groveling be- 
haviour, and assured me, obligingly enough, that 
he would let slip no opportunity of doing me 
service. 

I thanked him with great demonstrations of zeal 
for his favourable sentiments of me ; and having 
vowed eternal attachment to him, took my leave 
for fear of incommoding him ; and begged he would 
excuse me, if I had interrupted him in his im- 
portant affairs. As soon as I had acted tliis mean 
part, I went to my office, where I finished the task 
which had been imposed. The Duke, who did not 
fail to come thither in the morning, was no less 

E leased with the end than he had been with the 
eginning of my work ; and said, ^' This is ex- 
tremely well : write as well as thou canst this 
abridged history in the register of Catalonia : aAer 
which, thou shalt take another information out 
of the port-folio, and manage it in the same 
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manner." I bad a pretty long conversation with 
bis excellency, and was charmed with bis sweet- 
ness and familiarity of behavioar. What a dif^ 
ference was there between him and Calderona! 
They were two figures strongly contrasted. 

I dined that day in an eating-noase for a moderate 
expence; and resolved to go thither incognito 
every evening, until I sbonld see the effect of my 
complaisance and servility. I had money sufficient 
to maintain me three months, during which I re- 
solved to work at a venture; proposing, as the 
shortest follies are the least prejudiaal, to abandon 
the court and all its tinsel, if I should receive no 
salary before the expiration of that term. This, 
therefore, was my plan. I spared nothing, during 
two months, to please Calderona ; but he took so 
little notice of my endeavours, that despairing of 
success, I changed my conduct towards him ; and 
exerted myself wholly in profiting by those mo- 
ments (tf conversation which I had with the duke. 



CHAPTER IV. 



Although his grace, to use the expression, 
only just appeared before me, and vanished again, 
every day, 1 insensibly rendered myself so agree^ 
able to his excellency, that he said to me one 
afternoon, ^' Heark'e, Gil Bias, I like thy disposi- 
tion and understanding, and have a regard for thee 
accordingly. Thou art a zealous, faithful young 
fellow, extremely intelligent and discreet ; so that 
I don't think I shall misplace my confidence, if I 
bestow it upon thee." I threw myself on my 
knees, when I heard these words ; and after having 
respectfully kissed one of his hands, which he held 
out to raise roe up, answered, " Is it possible, then. 
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that your excellency can deign to honour me with 
such extraordinary favour f What secret enemies 
will your goodness raise up against me ! But there 
is only one man whose hatred I dread, and that is 
Don Rodrigo de Calderona." 

'' Thou hast nothing to apprehend from that 
quarter (replied the Duke :) I know Calderona ; 
he has been attached to me from his infancy ; and 
I may venture to say, his sentiments are so con- 
formable to mine, that he caresses those whom I 
love, and hates those who disoblige me : instead 
of dreading his aversion, thou mayest, on the con- 
trary, depend upon his friendship." By this, I 
could plauily perceive, that Signior Don Rodrigo 
was a cunning rogue, who had got possession of 
his excellency's soul ; and that I could not be too 
cautious with him. *' To begin (added the Duke) 
with putting thee in possession of my confidence, I 
will disclose to thee a design which I have pro- 
jected ; for it is neccfssary that thou shouldst be 
informed of it, that thou mayest acquit thyself the 
better of the commissions in which I intend to 
employ thee. I have a long time beheld my 
authority in general respected, my decisions blindly 
followed, and commissions, employments, govern-* 
ments, viceroyalties, and benefices, disposed of, 
according to my wish. I may be said to reign in 
Spain ; and it is impossible to push my fortune 
farther : but I would secure it against the storms 
that begin to threaten me ; and, for that efiect, 
want to have my nephew, the count de Lemos, for 
my successor in the ministry^" 

Here the Duke, observing that I was extremely 
surprised at what I heard, said : " I see your 
surprise, Santillane : you think it very strange that 
I should prefer my nephew to my own son, the 
Duke d'Uzeda : but you must know, that this last 
has too narrow a genius to fill my place : besides, I 
am his enemy : he has found the secret of being 
agreeable to the king, who wants to make him his 
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favourite ; and this is what I cannot bear. The 
favour of a sovereign is like the possession of a 
woman whom we adore : a piece of happiness of 
which we are so jealous, that we cannot resolve to 
share it with a rival, however connected to us by 
the ties of blood and friendship. 

*' I now disclose to thee (continued his ffrace) 
the very bottom of my soul. I have alreaay at- 
tempted to ruin the Duke dlJzeda with his ma- 
jesty ; and as I could not succeed, I have changed 
my battery. I design that the Count de Lemos 
shall insinuate himself into the food graces of the 
Prince of Spain. Being genUeman of his bed- 
chamber, he has an opportunity of talking with 
him every moment ; and besides that he does not 
want wit, I know a sure method for him to suc- 
ceed in that enterprise. By this stratagem, I will 
oppose my nephew to my son, and breed a divi- 
sion between the two cousins, which will oblige 
them both to court my support, the awe of which 
will keep them submissive to my will. This 
(added he) is my scheme ; and thy assistance will 
be very serviceable to me : for I will always send 
thee to the Count de Lemos, and thou shah report 
from him whatever he shall have occasion to im- 
part." 

After this confidence, which I regarded as ready 
money, I no longer felt any disquiet *' At length 
(said I to myself) I am under the spout ; a shower 
of gold wiH certainly rain upon me ; for it is im* 
possible but that the confidant of the roan, who, 
by way of excellence, is called the great pillar of 
the Spanish monarchy, should be in a very short 
time loaded with wealth." Full of such agreeable 
hope, I saw with indifference my poor purse giving 
up the ghost. 



ADVENTURES OF GIL BL AS . 279 



CHAPTER V. 



The roinister's affection for me was soon per- 
ceived; for he affected to give marks of it in 
public, giving me the charge of his port-folio, 
which he used to carry in his own hand to council. 
This novelty, making people look upon me as a 
small favourite, excited the envy of several per- 
sons ; and was the occasion of my receiving a great 
deal of court holy water. My two neighbours, 
the secretaries, were not the last in complimenting 
me upon my approaching greatness; and they 
invited me to sup at their widow's, not so much 
in return for my treat, as with a view to engage 
me in their behalf for the future. I was welcomed 
every where; even the haughty Don Rodrigo 
changed his behaviour to me, and now called me 
nothing but Signior de Santillane ; though, before 
that, he only favoured me with You, alwa3r5 
omitting the term Signior. He loaded me with 
civilities, especially when he thought our patron 
might observe him : but I assure you he had no 
fool to deal with ; I answered all his kindness with 
equal politeness; and the more so, the more I 
hated him in my heart : an old courtier could not 
have excelled me in this particular. 

I likewise accompanied my Lord Duke to court, 
whither he commonly went three times a-day. In 
the morning, he entered his majesty's bed-chamber 
as soon as he was awake ; and, kneeling by the bed- 
side, discoursed of those things that were to be 
done in the day ; having also dictated to his master 
what was to be said, he retired ; and returned 
immediately after dinner, not to talk on state 
affairs, but to converse on entertaining subjects, 
and regale the king with all the merrv adventures 
which happened in Madrid, and of which he was 
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always very early informed. Last of all, be visited 
him for the third time in the evening, when he 
gave such an account as he thought proper of what 
be had done through the day, and in a careless 
manner asked his majesty's orders for to-morrow. 
While be was with the king, I remained in the 
anti-chamber, where I saw people of quality, de- 
voted to the idol Favour, court my conversation, 
and think themselves happy, if I entered into dis- 
course with them. How, after this, could I help 
thinking myself a man of consequence ! There are 
a great many at court who have the same opinioD 
of themselves, upon a much more slender founda- 
tion. 

One day, I bad still more food for my vanity : 
the King, to whom the Duke had spoke very ad- 
vantageously of my style, was very curious to see 
a specimen of it. Upon which, his excellency 
made me take up the Catalonian register, ano 
carrying me into the presence, ordered me to read 
the first story which I had abridged. If I was at 
first disturbed by the presence of the Prince, I was 
soon composed by that of the minister ; and reaa 
my performance, which his majesty heard with 
pleasure. He expressed his satisfaction, and even* 
recommended me to the minister's protection. 
This did not at all diminish the pride of my heart; 
and the conversation which 1 had a few days after 
with the Count de Lemos quite filled my head with 
the ideas of ambition. I went to this nobleman 
from his uncle, and finding him at the Prince's 
court, presented to him a letter of credentiab ; in 
which the Duke told him, that he might open 
himself to me, as to one who was perfectly well 
acquainted with their design, and chosen by him 
as their common messenger. The Count having 
read this billet, conducted me into a room, and 
having locked the door, spoke in this manner: 
" Since you enjoy the confidence of the Duke of 
Lerma, I don't doubt that you deserve it* and I 
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ought to make no difficulty in giving you mine 
also. Tou must know then, that matters go on 
swimmingly. The Prince of Spain distinffuishes 
me from all the noblemen who are personally at- 
tached to him, and who study to please him. I 
had this morning a private conversation with him, 
in which he seemed chagrined at seeing himseli^ 
through the king's avarice, unable to follow the 
dictates of his generous heart, or even to spend 
like a prince. On this occasion, 1 did not fail to 
lament his situation ; and profiting by the oppor- 
tunity, promised to bring a thousand pistoles to 
him at his levee to-morrow, as an earnest of 
greater sums which I have undertaken to furnish 
him with in a very little time. He was charmed 
with my promise ; and 1 am certain of captivating 
his favour, if I keep my word. Go and tell tliese 
circumstances to my uncle, and return in the 
evening, to inform me of bis sentiments of the 
matter." 

I quitted the Count de Lemos immediately, and 
went back to the Duke of Lerma, who, on my 
report, sent to Calderona for a thousand pistoles, 
which he gave me to carry in the evening to the 
Count. This I performed ; saying to myself, " Oho! 
I now see plainly what the infallible method is 
which the minister takes to succeed in his enter- 
prise : upon my soul ! he is in the riffht ; and, to 
all appearance, these prodigalities will not ruin bis 
fortune: I can easily guess from whose coffers 
these pistoles are taken; but after all, it is but 
reasonable that the father should maintain the son." 
The Count de Lemos, when we parted, said softly, 
*' Farewell, dear confidant ; the Frince of Spain is 
a little amorous : you and I must have a conference 
GO that subject one of these days : I foresee that I 
shall have occasion for your dexterity very soon." 
I came home mnsmg on tliese words, which were 
not at all ambiguous, and which filled me with 
f oy. << The devil ! (said I) I am just on the eve of 
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becoming Mercury to the heir of the kingdom.'* 
examine into^^icjEOodness or badney oL 

[ai dmy virtne 

eep.^ vrnai gie ry ffaff '^ ^^^ meTto be ma]^ 
'Iflmi ster of pleasur^ to a gre at princep " ^Snftly^ 
Mr. Gil Bias, (some folks will say,) the business 
was only to make you deputy-minister." I own it : 
but at bottom the honour of both these posts is 
equal, the difference lies in the profits only. 

While I fTfTiitfd fhpsp nnhlf rtTinmifisiftns, ad- 
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igeveryday farther. and farther io-the good 
oTt 



vanci nj^ _ 

ff races pf the prime minister, with such enchanting 
nopes^ bow happy sfapcrtdliiav&'ISeeh, if ambidon 
had secured me from the cravings pf hunger ! More 
than two months had eTapsed since Tllad quitted 
my magnificent apartment, and hired a small 
chamber very frugally furnished. Although this 
gave me some pain, as I came out early in the 
morning, and did not go home to bed before night, 
I bore my fortune patiently. The whole day I 
appeared upon my theatre, that is, in the Duke's 
house, and played the part of a man of consequence: 
but when I had crept up into my garret, my im- 
portance vanished, and notliing remained but poor 
Gil Bias without money ; and, which is worse, 
without any thing that could fetch it. Though I 
had not been too proud to discover my necessity 
to any body, I did not know one person that could 
assist me, except Navarro, whom I had neglected 
so much, since 1 turned courtier, that I had not 
assurance enough to make application to his friend- 
ship. I had been obliged to sell all my clothes 
piece-meal, except those for which I had absolute 
occasion. I went no more to the eating-hpuse, 
because I had not wherewithal to pay my ordinary. 
How did I make shift then to subsist? Every morn- 
ing, a Iktle bread and wine was brought into our 
offices for breakfast : this was all that the minister 
allowed : this was all I ate through the day : and I 
generally went supperless to bed. 
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Such was the situation of a man who shone at 
court, and who was more properly an object of 
compassion than envy. Nevertheless, I could no 
longer sustain the weight of my misery ; and at 
length determined to disclose it, with address, te 
the Duke of Lerma, as soon as an opportunity 
should offer. Happily for me, I found an occasion 
at the Escurial,* whither the King and the Prince 
repaired, some days after 1 had come to this re- 
solution. 



CHAPTER VI. 



While the King was at the Escurial, he de- 
frayed the expence of every body ; so that there I 
did not feel where the shoe pinched : 1 lay in a 
wardrobe, just by the bed-chamber of the Duke; 
who one morning, rising as usual at break of day, 
made me take some papers and a standish, and 
follow him into the palace garden. We went and 
sat down under a tuft of trees, where I put myself, 
by his order, into the posture of a man writing on 
the crown of his hat ; while he held in his hand a 
paper, which he pretended to read ; so' that, at a 
aistance, we seemed busy in very serious affairs, 
though all the while we ulked of nothing but 
trifles. 



* Escuria], a royal palace about six leagues from Madrid, 
built by Philip the Second, King of Spain ; who in his life- 
time expended no less than 5,270,000 ducats in finishinc 
and adorning this magnificent work. Here too is a chapel 
in which are the tombs of all the Spanish monarchs, firom 
Charles V. to the present time. 
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For the space of an boor, I bad diverted bis 
exceUency witb all the sallies that my good humoor 
could afford, when two magpies perching on the 
trees nnder which we sat, b^an to chatter in sikJi 
a noby manner, as attracted our attention. *^ These 
birds fsatd the Duke^ seem to scold one another : 
I should be very fflaa to know the cause of their 
quarrel."—" My lord (said I,) your curiosity puts 
me in mind of an Indian fable, which I have read 
in Pilpay, or some other author of that kind." The 
minister desired to bear it, and I recounted it in 
these words. 

" Heretofore a good monarch reigned in Persia, 
whose genius being not quite extensive enough to 
govern his kingdom of himself, he left that care to 
bis grand vizier, Atalmuc; a man of superior capa- 
city, who supported the weight of that vast mp- 
narchy without stooping, and maintained it in pro- 
found peace. He had even the art of making the 
roval authority loved, as well as feared ; and the 
subjects enjoyed an affectionate father in a vizier, 
wbo was faithful to his prince. Atalmuc had, 
among his secretaries, a young Cachemirian called 
Zeangir, whom he loved more than all the others. 
He took pleasure in his conversation, carried him 
In his company to the chace, and even disclosed to 
bim his most secret thoughts. One day, while 
they hunted together in a wood, the vizier seeing 
two ravens croaking on a tree, said to his se- 
cretary, *' I wish I knew what these birds are 
talking of, in their language.' — ' Signior (an- 
swered the Cachemirian,) your wish may be ac- 
complished.' — * How can that be ?' (replied Atal- 
muc.) ' A cabalistical dervise (said Zeangir) taught 
me the language of birds. If you please I will 
listen to these, and repeat to you verbatim every 
thing that I shall hear.' 

''The vizier consented : and the Cachemirian 
approaching the ravens, seemed to lend an attentive 
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ear to their discourse : after which, returning to 
bis master ; < Signior (said he,) would you believe 
it? we are the subject of their conversation.* — 
'Impossible! (cried the Persian minister^ what 
can they say of us ?' — * One of them (rephed the 
secretary) said. Behold the grand viiier Atalmuc in 
person, that tutelary eagle, who covers Persia like 
a nest with his wings, and incessantly watches for 
its preservation. As a relaxation from his painful 
toils, he hunts in this wood with his faithful 
Zeangir. How happy is that secretary in serving 
a master that has so much affection for him !' 
*• Softly (said the other raven,) softly ; don't too 
much extol the happiness of that Cachemirian; 
Atalmuc, it is true, converses familiarly with biro,, 
honours him with his confidence, and, I don't 
doubt, intends to give him a considerable post: 
but, before that happens, Zeangir will die of 
hunger. That poor devil lodges in a small paltry 
room, where he is in want of the common ne- 
cessaries of life. In a word, he lives in a miserable 
manner, though nobody at court perceives it. 
The grand vizier never thinks of inquiring into his 
circumstances; but, content with entertaining 
favourable sentiments in his behalf, leaves him, in 
the mean time, a prey to poverty.' " 

Here I left off speaking, in order to observe the 
Duke, who asked with a smile, what impression 
the apologue made on the mind of Atalmuc, and 
if the grand vizier was not offended at the pre* 
sumption of his secretary. *' No, my lord, (said I, 
in great confusion at this question,) the fable says, 
that, on the contrary, he loaded him with favours." 
" That#ras lucky, (replied the Duke, with a serious 
air:) some ministers would not like to be so 
schooled. But (added he, breaking off the dis- 
course, and getting up^ I believe the King will soon 
be awake, and my duty obliges me to be near 
." So saying be walked hastily towards the 
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palace, without speaking another word, and very 
ill pleased, as I imagined, with the Indian fable. 

I followed him to the very door of his Majesty's 
bed-chamber; after which, I went and put the 
papers into the place from whence I had taken 
them, and then entered the closet where our two 
copying secretaries were at work ; for they were 
also along with us. *^What is the matter with 
you, Signior de Santillane ? (said they, when they 
saw me ;) you seem very much disturbed ! Has any 
disagreeable accident happened to you ?" 

I was too much affected with the bad success of 
my apologue to conceal my grief: I recounted to 
them what I had said to the Duke; and they 
expressed their sympathy in the sharp af9iction 
with which I was seized. " You have great reason 
to be grieved, (said one of them :) I wish you may 
be better treated than the secretary of Cardinal 
Spinola, who, tired with having received nothing 
during fifteen months in which he was employed 
by his eminence, took the liberty, one day, of re- 
presenting his necessity, and craving some money 
for his subsistence. ' It is but just (said the 
minister) that you should be paid. Here, (added 
he, giving him an order for a thousand ducats,) go 
and receive that sum from the royal treasury ; but 
remember, at the same time, that I have no further 
occasion for your service.' The secretary would 
have consoled himself for his dismission, had he 
touched his thousand ducats, and been allowed to 
seek for business elsewhere ; but, just as he went 
out of the cardinal's house, he was arrested by an 
alguazil, and conducted to the tower of Segovia, 
where he has been prisoner a long time." « 

This touch of history redoubled my fear: I 
believed myself undone ; and becoming inconsol- 
able, began to reproach my own impatience, as if I 
had not suffered enough. '^ Alas ! (said I,) why 
did I risk that unlucky fable which has displeased 
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the minister f perhaps he was just on the point of 
extricating me out of my miserable situation — nay, 
perhaps I was on the eve of making one of those 
sudden fortunes which astonish mankind. What 
riches ! what honours have I lost by my own folly ! 
I ought to have considered, that great men don't 
chuse to be anticipated, but desire that the least 
gratifications they are obliged to give should be 
received as their own free grace and favour. It 
would have been better for me to continue my 
slender regimen, without complaining to the Duke, 
and even to let myself die of hunger, by which 
means the blame would have lain on his side." 

If I had even preserved the sparks of hope, 
my master, whom I saw in the afternoon, would 
have banished them entirely ; he was very serious 
with me, contrary to custom, and scarce spoke at 
all ; a circumstance that threw me into mortal 
disquiet for the rest of the day : neither did I pass 
tlie night in more tranquillity ; my sorrow for seeing 
all my agreeable illusions vanish, and the dread ot 
increasing the number of state prisoners, made me 
groan and lament my condition till morning. 

Jhe next day was the crisis of m y ^^^'^ The 
Ddke ordered me to be called in the morning, and 
I entered his chamber trembling like a criminal 
who is going to receive sentence. '* Santillane, 
(said he, shewing a paper which he held in his 

hand,) take this order." 1 quaked at the word 

Order, saying to myself, '*0 heaven! behold Car- 
dinal Spinola! the carriage is ready for Segovia."-*- 
The terror which seized me was such, that I inter- 
rupted the minister, and throwing myself at hb 
feet, *'My lord, (said I, all in tears,) I roost 
humbly beg that your excellency will pardon my 
presumption : it was necessity alone that compelled 
roe to disclose my situation." 

The Duke, who could not help laughing at roy 
disorder, answered, '*Be^ comforted, Gil Bias, and 
listen to what I am going to say : Although the 
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discovering thy necessities was a reproach to me^ 
for not having prevented them ; I am ,not at all 
disobliged, roy friend ; I am rather angry with 
myself for having omitted to ask how thou livest 
But, to begin with making amends for this inatten- 
tion, I give thee this order for fifteen hundred 
ducats, which will be paid upon sight, out of the 
royal treasury. This is not all ; 1 promise thee 
the same sum annually, and besides, when people 
of wealth and generosity solicit thy interest, I do 
not forbid thee to speak in their behalf.'' 

In the ecstacy occasioned by these words, I kissed 
the feet of the minister, who having commanded 
me to rise, continued to discourse with me in a 
familiar manner. I attempted to recall my good- 
humour, but I could not make such a sudden 
transition from grief to joy ; I was as much con- 
founded as a wretch who is informed of his pardon, 
in the very minute when he expected his execution. 
My master ascribed all this agitation to the fear of 
having incurred his displeasure, though the dread 
of perpetual imprisonment had no less a share in 
my discomposure. He confessed, that he had 
ajflfected coolness towards me, to see whether or not 
I should be afflicted at the change; that from 
this he was convinced of my sincere attachment to 
his person, for which he loved me the more. 



CHAPTER VIL 



The King, as if he had intended to gratify my 
impatience, returned the very next day to Madrid ; 
upon which, I flew instantly to the royal treasury, 
where I immediately touched the sum contained 
in my order. ^J^ now listened to n othing but my 
vanity and ambiuonTT It baiidiing d^my m iSliiab lc- 
roonf~f^those secretaries who are still ignorant 
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of the language of birds, and once more hired my 
fine apartment, which was luckily untenanted. I 
sent for a famous taylor, who worked for almost all 
the beaux ; he took my measure, and carried me to 
a shop where he took oflf five ells of cloth, which 
(he said^ was barely sufiicient to make a suit for 
m^. Five ells for a suit of a Spanish taste ! just 
heaven ! — but let us spare our censure. Taylors 
of reputation always^ use more than others. I then 
bought some linen, which 1 wanted very much, 
silk stockings, and a beaver laced with point 
d'Espagne. This being done, I thought it would 
not look well for me to be without a lacquey, and 
desired Vincent Forero, my landlord, to accommo- 
date me with one of his own recommendation. 

« 

Most of the strangers who lodged with him used, 
on their arrival at Madrid, to take Spanish valets 
into their service, by which means, his house was 
the rendezvous of all the lacquies out of place. 
The first that presented himself was a young 
fellow of such a soft, devout appearance, that I 
would have nothing to do with him ; he looked 
loo much like Ambrose de Lamela. *' I don't 
want (said I to Forero) a valet of such a religions 
deportment; I have been already bit by such 
another." Scarce had I dismissed tliis lacquey, 
when another came in, of a very sprightly ap- 
pearance, as impudent as a court page, with some- 
thing roguish in his looks. Pleased with his out- 
side, I put some questions to him, which he 
answered with spirit. I observed that he was of 
an intriguing disposition, and looking upon him as 
a subject pat for my purpose, engaged him imme- 
diateW. I had no cause to repent of my choice ; 
nay, I perceived, in a very little time, that I bad 
made an admirable acquisition. As the Duke had 
permitted me to speak to him in favour of people 
whom I wanted to serve (and I was resolved not 
to neglect this permission,) I bad occasion for a 
jackw to discover the game ; that is, an industrii is 
y Vol. U. 19 
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pleasant fellow, proper to find out and allure those 
who had favours to ask of the prime minister. 
This office was quite the master-piece of Scipio 
(such was my lacquey's name,) who had been in 
the service of Donna Anna de Guevera, nurse to 
the Prince of Spain, where he had exercised that 
talent to some purpose. 

As soon as be understood my credit, and that I 
should be glad to use it to the best advantage, he 
went to work, and that very day said to me, 
^' Signior, I have made a pretty good discovery : a 
young gentleman of Grenada, called Don Roger 
de Rada, is come to Madrid on an affair of honour, 
which obliges him to solicit the Duke of Lerma's 
protection, and he is willing to pay^ well for the 
favour he shall obtain ; I have already spoke with 
him, and found him desirous of applying to Don 
Rodrigo de Calderona, whose power he had heard 
greatly extolled ; but I have changed his intention, 
by assuring him that Calderona sells his good 
offices at an extravagant rate ; whereas you content 
yourself with a moderate gratification for yours, 
and that you would even employ them graUs, were 
you in a situation that permitted you to follow 
your generous and disinterested inclination ; in 
short, I spoke to him in such a manner, as that 
you will see the gentleman at your levee to-morrow 
morning." — " How ! (said I,) Mr. Scipio, yt)u have 
already done a great deal of work. I perceive 
that you are no novice in matters of intrigue ; and 
am surprised that you have not made your for- 
tune." — " That ought not to surprise you, (he re- 
plied ;) I love to make money circulate, and never 
hoard up what I can get." 

Don Roger de Rada actually came to my 
lodgings, and I received him with politeness mixed 
with pride. " Signior Cavalier, (said I,) before I 
engage to serve you, I must know the affair of 
nonoiur that brings you to court ; for it may be of 
such a nature, that I dare not speak to the prime 
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minister in your behalf; make therefore, if yoa 

f lease, a faithful report of it, and be assured that 
will enter warmly into your interests, provided a 
man of honour may espouse them." — *' With all 
my heart, (replied the young Grenadine,) I will 
sincerely recount my story." At the same time he 
related it, as follows. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

DoNAnastasiode_Radaj^a Grenadine gentle-* 
man, fived h&ppily in the to^n of Antequera with 
Donna Estephania bis wife, who, together with 
unblemished virtue, possessed a gentle disposition, 
and a great share of beauty. If she had a tender 
affection for her husband, he was also distractedly 
Ibnd of her, and being naturally addicted to jea- 
lousy fthough he had not the least cause to suspect 
her fidelity) was not without disquiet. He was 
afiraid that some secret enemy of his repose made 
attempts upon his honour; he distrusted all his 
fiiends, except Don Huberto de Hordales, who 
had firee access to his house in quality of Este- 
phania's cousin, and who, indeed, was the only 
man he ought to have suspected. 

Don Huberto actually fell in love with his kins- 
woman, and had presumption enough to declare . 
his passion, without regard to ties of blood, or the 
particular friendship subsisting between him and 
Anastasio. The lady being a woman of discretion, 
instead of making a discovery which might have 
been attended with melancholy consequences, re- 
primanded her relation with gentleness; repre- 
sented to him how much he was to blame, in' 
attempting to seduce her, and dishonour her has- 
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band ; and told him very seriouslv, that he must 
not flatter himself with the hope of success. 

This moderation served only to inflame the cava- 
lier the more, and imagining that he must push 
things to extremity with a woman of her character, 
he began to behave very disrespectfully to her« 
and one day had the audacity to press her to 
satisfy his desire. She repulsed him with an air 
of severity, and threatened to make Don Aiiastasio 
punish his rashness. The gallant, terrified at this 
menace, promised to speak no more of his passion, 
. and on Uie faith of that promise, Estephania par- 
doned what was past. 

Don Huberto, who was naturally a very wicked 
man, could not behold his love so ill repaid, with- 
out conceiving a base desire of being revenged. 
He knew the jealous temper of Don Anastasio to 
be susceptible of any impression which he had a 
mind to give ; and he needed no more than this 
intelligence to form the blackest design that ever 
entered into the heart of a villain. One evening, 
while he and this weak husband were walking 
together, by themselves, he said to him with a 
melancholy air, '' My dear friend, 1 can no longer 
live without revealing to you a secret which I 
would have kept for ever from your knowledge, 
were not your honour dearer to you than your 
repose; but your delicacy and mine, in point of 
injuries, permits me not to conceal what passes at 
your house : prepare to hear a piece of news, which 
will give you as much sorrow as surprise, for I 
must touch you in the tenderest part." 

^^ I understand you, ^said Don Anastasio, already 
discomposed ;)your cousin is unfaithful." — ^'1 no 
onger own her for my cousin, (replied Hordales, 
with an air of indignation,) I renounce her : for 
she is unworthy of such a husband." — " 'Tis too 
much to make me languish in this manner (cried 
Don Anastasio :) speak; what has Estephania done ?*' 
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*' She has betrayed you, (answered Huberto ;) you 
have a rival, whom she entertains in private : but 
I know not his name ; for the adulterer, by the 
favour of a dark night, concealed his person from 
those who observed his retreat. All I know is, 
that you are deceived : that I am certain of. The 
concern which I ought to have in this affair but 
too well verifies my report. Since I declare tnyself 
against Estephania, 1 must be well convinced of 
her infidelity. 

*^ It is in vain, (added he, observing that his 
discourse had the desired effect,) it is in vain for 
me to tell you more. I perceive that you don't 
deserve the ingratitude with which your love is 
repaid ; and that you meditate just vengeance on 
the guilty. I will not oppose your design. Never 
examine who the victim is that you intend to 
strike; but show to the whole city that there is 
nothing which you cannot sacrifice to your ho- 



nour." 



The traitor thus animated a too credulous hus- 
band against an innocent wife, and painted, in 
such lively colours, the infamy with which he 
would be covered, if he should leave the injury 
unpunished, that he grew mad with revenge. Don 
Anastasio, having lost his judgment, seemed actu- 
ated by the furies, and went home with a resolu- 
tion to stab his unhappy wife, who was just going 
to bed when he came in. He constrained himself 
at first, and waited until the servants were with** 
drawn ; then, unrestricted by the fear of heaven's 
wrath, by the dishonour he was going to reflect 
upon his family, and even by the natural pity 
which he ought to have felt for an infant, which 
his wife had already carried six months in her 
womb, he approached the victim, saying, in a 
furious tone, ^ Thou must die, wretch ! thou hast 
but a moment to live, and that my generosity 
allows thee to spend in a prayer to heaven, to 
pardon the outrage thou hast committed against 
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me : for I would not have thee lose thy soul as 
thou hast lost thy honour.'' So saying, he un- 
sheathed his poniard. His action and discourse 
terrified Estephania, who falling at his feet, and 
clasping her hands, said to him in the utmost 
astonishment, " What b the matter, Signior ! what 
cause of discontent have I been so unhappy as to 
give you f Why would you take away the life of 
your spouse ? If you suspect her of infidelity, 
indeed you are mistaken." 

"No, no! (the jealous husband hastily replied,) 
1 am but too well. assnrec| of your falsehood : those 
who informed me are creditable persons. Don 
Huberto — " " Ah, Signior ! (said she, interrupting 
him with precipitation) you nave reason to distrust 
Don Hubevto. He is less your friend than you 
imagine : if he has said any thing to the prejudice 
of my virtue, do not believe him." — " Peace, in- 
famous woman ! (answered Don Anastasio :) by 
endeavouring to prejudice me against Hordales, 
you justify, instead of dissipating, my suspicions. 
jTou endeavour to render that relation suspected, 
because he is informed of your misconduct ; you 
want to invalidate his testimony : but that artifice 
is in vain, and redoubles my desire of punishing 
your guilt." — " My dear husband ! (resumed the 
innocent Estephania, weeping bitterly,) distrust 
your own blind rage : if you follow its emotions, 
you will commit an action which it will not be in 
your power to atone, when once you are convinced 
of your injustice. In the name of God, quiet your 
transports : at least, give yourself time to clear up 
your suspicions, and do justice to a wife who has 
no crime to reproach herself with." 

Any other than Anastasio would have been 
moved with these words, and still more with the 
affliction of her who pronounced them ; but he, 
cruel man ! far from being melted at her distress, 
once more bid the lady recommend herself quickly 
to God, and even liAed up his arm to strike. 
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<* Hold, barbarian ! (cried she :) if thy love for me 
is entirely extinguished ; if the marks of tenderness,, 
which I have lavished upon thee, are effaced from 
thy remembrance ; if my tears cannot divert thee 
from thy execrable design ; at least, have some 
regard to thy own blood. Arm not thy frantic 
hand against an innocent, who has not yet seen 
the light : thou canst not be its executioner witli- 
out offending heaven and eartli. As for my part, 
I forgive thee my death : but be assured, the blood 
of the babe will cry for vengeance on the horrible 
deed." 

Howsoever determined Don . Anastasio was to 
pay no attention to what Estephania might say, he 
could not help being moved by these dreadful 
images, whicii her last words presented to his 
thought. Wherefore, as if he had been afraid that 
his emotion would betray his resentment, he 
hastened to take advantage of the fury that re- 
mained in his heart, and plunging his poniard into 
the right side of his wife, quitted his house imme- 
diately, and Aed from Autequera. 

Meanwhile, the unfortunate lady was so stunned 
with the blow which she had received, that she lay 
sonic minutes on the floor without any signs of 
life : afterwards, recovering her spirits, she uttered 
such plaints and lamentations, as brought an old 
maid-servant into the room. As soon as this good 
woman saw her mistress in such a piteous con- 
dition, she waked the rest of the domestics, and 
even the neighbours, with her cries. The chamber 
was soon filled with people; surgeons were called ; 
they examined the wound, and had good hopes of 
her recovery. They were not mistaken in their 
conjecture ; for, in a little time, they cured Este- 
phania, who was happily delivered, throe month:^ 
after this cruel adventure, of a son (Signior Gil 
Bias) whom you now see. 1 am the fruit of that 
melancholy pregnancy. 

Although scandal seldom spare? a woman'svirtup, 
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it respected that of my mother; aud this bloody 
scene was looked upon in town as the groundless 
transport of a jealous husband. My father, it b 
true, was known to be a violent man, very apt to 
take umbrage without cause. Hordales concluded, 
that liis kinswoman suspected him of having dis- 
turbed the mind of Don Anastasio with false 
stories; and satisfied with being, at least, half 
revenged, left off visiting her. Not to tire von, 
sir, I will not enlarge upon the particulars of my 
education; but only observe, tnat my mother's 
principal care was to have me taught to fence; 
and I accordingly learned that exercise, a long 
time, in the most celebrated schools of Grenada 
and Seville. She waited with impatience, until I 
was old enough to measure my sword with that of 
Don Huberto, before she informed me of the cause 
she had to complain of him : then, I being in my 
eighteenth year, she imparted to me the whole 
story ; not without shedding tears in abundance, 
and appearing a&cted with the most violent sor- 
row. What impression must a mother, in that 
condition, make on a son, who neither wanted 
courage nor sentiment i 1 went instantly, and chal- 
lenged Hordales to a private place, where, after a 
pretty obstinate combat, I ran him through the 
body, iu three places, and left him breatliless upon 
the spot. 

Don Huberto finding himself mortally wounded, 
fixed his last looks on me, and said he received 
the death I had given him as a just punishment 
lor the crime he had committed against the honour 
of my mother. He confessed, that he had resolved 
upon her destruction, to be revenged of her scorn ; 
and expired, asking pardon of heaven, Don Ana- 
stasio, Estephania, and me. I did not think proper 
to return, iu order to inform my mother of what 
had happened : I left that to fame ; and passing the 
mountains, repaired to Malaga, where I embarked 
with the captain of a privateer, just ready to sail 
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on a cruiie. He thought I did not look like one 
who wanted courage, and gladly consented that 
I should join his volunteers. 

We soon found an opportunity of signalising 
ourselves Near the island of Albouran,* we met 
a corsair of Mellila, on her return to the coast of 
Africa, with a Spanish ship richly laden, which she 
had taken off Carthagena.f We vigorously at* 
tacked the African, and made ourselves masters of 
both ships, in which we found fourscore Christians, 
whom they were carrying as slaves to Barbary. 
Then, taking advantage of a favourable wind that 
sprung up for the coast of Grenada, we arrived, in 
a little time, at Punta de Helena. 

While we asked the slaves, whom we had de- 
livered, the places of their nativity, I put that 
question to a man of good mien, who seemed to be 
l^out fifty years of age. He answered, with a 
4)ih, that he was from Antequera. I felt a strange 
eif^otion at his reply, without knowing wherefore ; 
and he perceiving it, was remarkably disturbed in 
bis turo. *' I am (said I) your townsman : may I 
ask the name of your family f " — " Alas ! (he re- 
plied) you renew my grief, by desiring me to 
gratify your curiosity. Eighteen years ago I 
quitted Antequera, where I cannot be remembered 
without horror : you yourself may, perhaps, have 
heard of me but too often : my name is Don Ana- 



* Albouran, a small island in the Mediterranean, on the 
coast of the kingdom of Fez. Meilila is a little city in the 
same part of Barbary. 

t Carthazena, or New Carthaxe, an ancient city, in the 
kingdom of Murcia, situated on the coast of the Afediterra- 
nean sea. It was built by a colony of the Carthageniana, 
and taken by Scipio, 210 years before the birth of Christ 
Here it was that great commander gave that admirable 
proof of his moderation, which hath been transmitted to 
posterity in the story of the beautiful captive whom he «o 
generously restored to her lover. 

N • Vol. ir. 
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Btmsio de Rada." — ''Just heaven! (cried I,) caa 
I believe my senses f What ! is this Don Anastasi<K 
my own father, whom I see !"— " What is that you 
say, young man f (cried he, in his turn, looking at 
me with surprise,) is it possible that you are the 
unhappy infant which was in its mother's womb 
when I sacrificed her to my fury ?'*—*• Yes, my 
father, (said I,) I am he whom the virtuous Este- 
phania brought into the world three mondis after 
that fatal night on which you left her weltering in 
her blood." 

Don Anastasio, before I had finished these words, 
(ell upon my neck, clasped me in his arms, and, 
for a whole quarter of an hour, we did nothing but 
mingle our sighs and tears. After having yielded 
to these tender emotions, that such a meeting 
could not fail to raise, my father lifted up his eyes, 
and thanked heaven for having preserved the life 
of Estepliania. But a moment after, as if he had 
been afraid of giving thanks unseasonably, he asked 
in what manner the innocence of his wife had been 
proved ? '' Signior, (said I,) nbbody but you ever 
doubted it : her conduct was always irreproachable. 
I will disabuse you : you must know that you was 
imposed upon by Don Huberto." I Uien recounted 
the whole of that relation's perfidy, the vengeance 
I had taken, and the confession he made at his 
death. My father was not so much pleased at the 
recovery of his freedom, as with the news I told. 

In the excess of his joy, he began to embrace me 
again with tenderness and transport; and could 
not help expressing his satisfaction with regard to 
my conduct. "Come, my son, (said he,) let us 
hasten to Antequera. I burn with impatience to 
throw myself at the feet of a wife, whom I have so 
unworthily treated. Since you have made me 
acquainted with my own injustice, my heart is torn 
With remorse !" 

I was too eaper to bring together persons who 
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were so dear to me, to retard the happy moment : 
1 quitted the privateer, and with my share of the 
prize we had taken bought two mules at Adra, 
my father being unwilling to expose himself agaia 
to the dangers of the sea. He had leisure enough 
on the road to relate his adventures, which I heard 
with as greedy attention as that which the prmce 
of Ithaca paid to those of the king his father. In 
short, after having travelled several days, we 
gained the foot of a mountain, in the neighbomr- 
hood of Antequera, where we halted ; and resolving 
to go home privately, did not enter the town till 
midnight. 

I leave you to guess the surprise of my mother, 
at the return of a husband, whom she thought for 
ever lost ; and the miraculous manner (if I may be 
allowed the expression) in which he was restored, 
became another cause for her astonishment. He 
asked pardon for his barbarity, with such genuine 
marks of repentance, that she could not help being 
affected with them ; and, instead of regarding him 
as an assassin, looked upon him as a man to whom 
heaven had subjected her will; so sacred is the 
name of husband to a virtuous woman ! 

Estephania had been so anxious on my account, 
that she was overjoyed at my return. But her 

fleasure was not without allay : the sister of 
lordales had begun a criminal process against the 
murderer of her brother, and caused me to be 
searched for every where in such a manner, that 
my mother, knowing how insecure I was at home, 
suffered great uneasiness, which obliged me to set 
out that very night for court ; where I come, 
Signior, to solicit my pardon, which I hope to ob- 
tain, since you design to speak to the prime minis- 
ter in my behalf, and to support me with your 
whole credit. 

The valiant son of Don Anastasio here finished 
bis narration ; upon which I saic^ to him, with an 
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CHAPTER IX. 



This affair quickened my appetite; and tea 

pisttiles wUkli I JEFSil. Jo %!e*'^ ^^ his righ t of 
hrpkerage, encouraged him to go upon the scent / 

way : he might have been justly entitled the great 
Scipio. The second customer he brought was a 
printer, who, in despite of common sense, had ' 
enriched himself by books of knight-errantry. 
This honest tradesman had pirated a work belong- 
ing to another printer, and his edition was seized. 
For tliree hundred ducats he obtained, through my 
means, a replevy, and escaped a large fine* 
Though the minister, properly speaking, had do 
business with this affair, his excellency, at my re- 
quest, was so good as to interpose his authority* 
AAer the printer, a merchant passed through my 
hands, on the following occasion. A Portuguese 
ship had been taken by a corsair of Barbary, and 
afterwards retaken by a privateer of Cadis. Two 
thirds of the lading belonged to a merchant of 
Lisbon, who having reclaimed it in vain, came to 
court in quest of a patron, who had credit enough 
to cause restitution to be made. I interested 
myself in his behalf, and he got possession of hit 
effects, in consideration of a present which he 
made me, of four hundred pistoles, for my pro* 
tection. 

Methinks I hear the reader cry in this plac^ 
Bravo, Monsieur de Santillane, put hay into your 
boots; you are io a fine road; push your fortune !-* 
Ob ! ttMit I will, I warrant youi — I see, if I am doI 
mistaken, my valet coming with a new prise, which 
he has grappled. Right : it is Scipio— let us hear 
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him* " Signior (said be,) allow roe to introduce 
dus. famous operator to you. He wants a patent 
to sell his meaicines, exclusive of all others, during 
die space of ten years, in all the cities under the 
dominion of Spain ; that is, all persons of his pro- 
fi»8ion shall be prohibited from settling in the 
jdace or places where he resides ; and he will pay, 
as an acknowledgment, two hundred pistoles to 
any person who will procure for him the said 
pnvifege/' I said to the mountebank, assuming 
the patron, ** Well, friend^ your business shall be 
done." Sure enough, in a very few days, I de- 
spatched him with patents, which entitled him to 
cneat the people exclusively, through all the king- 
doms of Spain. 

Though my wealth increased, I had obtained df 
hb excellency the four favours I had asked so 
easily, that I never hesitated in requesting a fifth ; 
which was the government of the city of Vera, on 
the confines of Grenada, for a knight of Calatrava,* 
who promised me a thousand pistoles for the place. 
The minister laughed to see me so hot on the 
game : ^' Egad, Gil Bias (said he,) you go on at a 
rare rate : you must be furiously inclined to oblige 
your neighbours. Heark'e, 1 shall not stand upon 
trifles with you : but when you demand govern- 
ments, and other considerable favours, you shall, 
if you please, be contented with one half of the 
profit, and be accountable for the other to me. 



* Calatrava, a military order of knightliood in Spain, in- 
stituted in the year 1 1 58, during the reign of Sancho the 
Third, King of Castile. This society has formerly sie 
nalized its zeal and courage, in many battles asainst inn- 
dels, and is still possessed of fifty-six commanderies, and 
sixteen priories. The habit of the order b a large white 
mantle, with a red cross on the left side, powdered with 
flowers de luce. The knights make a vow of poverty, 
obedience, and conjugal fidelity ; and take an oath to 
maintain the immaculate conception of the blessed Virgin. 
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You can't imagine (added he,) what expence I am 
obliged to be at, or how many resources I must 
have to support the dignity of my post : for, not- 
withstanding the disinterested appearance I assume, 
I confess 1 am not imprudent enough to disorder 
niy domestic affairs. Take your measures ac- 
cordingly." 

My master, by this discourse, banishing all fear 
of being importunate, or rather encouraging me to 
return frequently to the charge, I became more 
-greedy^^of riches thai|..«ver; and would have 
willingly aHvertised, that all those who wanted 
favours at court should apply to me. I went upon 
one course, Scipio upon another, in quest of people 
whom we might serve for money. My knight of 
Calatrava had his government of Vera for his 
thousand pistoles ; and I soon obtained another at 
the same price, for a knight of St. Jago.* 1 was 
iiot contented with making governors only ; I con- 
feried orders of knightb^pd, and converted some 
goooplrbetanirinto bad gentlemen, by virtue of 
excellent letters patent. 1 was also willing that 
^he clergy should feel my benevolence : I bestowed 
small benefices, canonships, and some ecclesiastical 
dignities. As for the bishoprics and archbishoprics, 
they were all in the gift of Don Rodrigo de Cal- 
derona, who likewise appointed magistrates, com- 
manders, and viceroys. A plain proof that the 
great places were no better filled than the small 
ones ; for the people we chose to occupy the posts, 
of which we made such an honourable traffic. 



* St Jaeo, or St James. This is the highest order of 
knighthood in Spain, instituted in the twelftbcentury. They 
take an oath to defend the pilgrims that visit the tomh of 
St James, at Compostella, from the insults of the Moors. 
They bear for arms a sword guies ; the handle is in form of 
a cross, powdered with flowers de luce ; and their motto is. 
Sanguine Arabum. 
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were not alwayi die best qaalified, or most fe-* 

Silar. We knew very well, that the wits of 
adrid made themselves merry at our expence; 
but we resembled those misers, who console the m» 
selves for the public scorn with a sigbt of their 
^d, 

[sda*ates has reason to call intemperance and 
folly the inseparable companions of wealth. When 
I found myself master of ihirty t^ i ousand ducats^ 
and in a condition to get, perhaps, ten times as 
much, I thought I must then make a figure worthy 
of the prime minister's confidant._Liuj£d^ whole 
house, which I furnished in a handfiomfiUDPanner ; 
bought the coach of a notary, who had set it up 
through ostentation, and now wanted to get rid of 
it by the advice of his baker. I engaged a coach- 
man ; and, as it is but just to advance old servants, 
raised Scipio to the triple honour of my valet de 
chambre, secretary, and steward. But what put 
the finishing stroke to my pride, was the minister's 
allowing my people to wear his livery. This 
banished all the judgment that remained; and I 
became as mad as the disciples of Porcius Latr<^ 
who, when tliey had made themselves as pale as 
their master, by drinking decoctions of cumin, 
imagined themselves as learned ; and well nigh 
believed myself the Duke of Lerma's relation. I 
really took it into my head, that I should pass for 
such, or perhaps, for one of his bastards : a re- 
flection that gave me infinite pleasure. 

Add to this, that, in imitation of his Excellency, 
who kept open table, I resolved to entertain also. 
For this purpose, I ordered Scipio to look out for a 
skilful cook; and he found one, who was, perhaps, 
comparable to that of Nouientanus,* of dainty 

* Lucius Cassius Nomentanus, a famous epicure, that 
lived in the Augustan age, and ate up a vast fortune. He 
is^ upon honourable record in many places of Horace, for 
his nice taste in sensuality. 
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memory. I furnished my cellar with delicious 
wines, and, after having laid in all other kinds of 
provisio!!, began to receive company. Every even- 
ing, some of the principal clerks of the minister's 
office, who proudly assume the quality of secre- 
taries of state, came to sup with me. I gave them 
good cheer, and always sent them home well 
watered. Scipio, on his side (for it was like 
master, like man,) kept table also, in the buttery, 
where he regaled his acquaintances at my expence. 
But, exclusive of my regard for that young fellow, 
I thought, as he contributed to my getting money, 
he had a right to assist me in spending it. Besides, 
I looked upon this profusion like a young man, and 
did not perceive the consequence. I had another 
reason also, for overlooking it. Benefices and 
employments never ceased bringing grist to the 1 y 
mill ; and seeing my finances daily increase, i ■ ^ 
thought I liSg , f6ron ce, drove a nail in the wheel 
df'fnn une.^ ^ ' — * 

TKefe was nothing now wanting to gratify my 
vanity, but to make Fabricio an eye-witness of 
my pomp. I did not doubt that he was returned 
from Andalusia, and, that I might have the pleasure 
of surprising him, sent him an anonymous billet, im- 
porting, that a Sicilian nobleman, of his acqiiaint- 
ance, expected him to supper, at such a day, hour, 
and place. Nunnez came at the time appointed, 
and was amazed to find that I was the foreign 
nobleman who had invited him to supper. '' Yes, 
friend (said I to him,) this is my house ; I have a 
handsome equipage, a good table, and a strongbox 
besides." — " Is it possible (cried he, with great 
vivacity) that I find thee again in such opulence! 
how happy am I in having recommended thee to 
Count Galiano ! I told thee that he was a ge- 
nerous nobleman, who would soon make thee easy 
for life. Thou hast, doubtless, (added he,) fol- 
lowed the wise advice I gave thee, and given the 
butler a little more rein. I congratulate thee 

>'oL. n. io 
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upon thy conduct ; for it is by such prudent inea* 
sures only, that the stewards in great faihiiliefl 
become so rich." 

I let Fabricio applaud himself as much as he 
pleased, for having introduced me to the service of 
Count Galiano : after which, in order to moderate 
the joy which he felt for having procured me such 
a gooid post, I related the marks of gratitude with 
which that nobleman had repaid my service : but 
perceiving that my poet, while I made the detail, 
sung his recantation within himself, I said to him, 
" I forgive the Sicilian — ^between you and me, I 
have more cause to rejoice than be sorry at his 
behaviour towards me. If the Count had not used 
me ill, I should have followed him to Sicily, where 
I should now be a servant in expectation of an 
uncertain establishment. In a word, I should not 
be confidant to the Duke of Lerma." Nunnez was 
Fo struck with these last words, that he continued, 
some minutes, incapable of uttering one syllable. 
Then breaking silence, all of a sudden ; '' Did I 
understand you aright ? Tsaid he ;) what ! have you 
the confidence of the prime minister f" — " 1 share 
it (1 replied) with Don Rodrigo de Calderona, and, 
in all appearance, I shall make great progress." — 
'' Truly, Signior de Santillane, (said he,) I look 
upon you with admiration ! you are capable of 
filling all sorts of employments. What talents you 
are master of! you have (to use the expression of 
our tennis courtj the universal tool : that is to say, 
you are qualified for every thing. Finally, Signior, 
(added he,^ I am overjoyed at your worship's 

{)rosperity." — " O the devil! (said 1, interrupting 
lira,) Mr. Nunnez, tnice with Signior and your 
worship : let us banish these terms, and live fami- 
liarly together." — "Thou art in the right, (he 
replied,) I ought not to look upon thee otherwise 
than usual, although thou art become rich. I 
will confess my weakness : I w as dazzled when I 
understood thy happy fate. But that prejudice is 
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over, and I now behold thee again as my old friend 
Gil Bias." 

Our conversation was interrupted by the arrival 
of four or five clerks. " Gentlemen, (said I to 
them, presenting Nunnez,) you shall sup with 
Signior Don Fabricio, w ho composes verses worthy 
of king Numa,^ and writes in prose like a pro- 
digy." Unluckily, I spoke to people who regard- 
ed poetry so little, that our author suffered on ac- 
count of his profession. Scarce would they deign 
to favour him with a look. It was to no purpose 
that he said witty things, in order to attract their 
attention : they did not perceive the beauty of 
his sallies : and he was so much piqued at their 
want of taste, that he made use of his poetical 
licence, and cunningly withdrawing from the com- 
pany, disappeared. Our clerks did not perceive 
his retreat, and sat down to table, without so much 
as asking what was become of him. 

Just as I had done dressing, next morning, and 
^as going abroad, the, poet of the Asturias entered 
my chamber, saying, '^ I ask pardon (my friend) 
for having so abruptly left thy clerks last night; 
but truly, I was so much out of my element among 
them, that I could no longer endure my situation. 
A parcel of insolent fellows, with their self-suffi- 
cient starched airs ! I can't comprehend how thou, 
who hast an acuteness of understanding, canst 
accommodate thyself to such stupid guests; this 
very day (added he) I will bring hither fellows 
of wit and spirit." — '* I shall be obliged to thee, 
(answered I,) and will entirely depend upon thy 
taste in the choice of them." — " Thou art in the 
right, (said he,) 1 promise thee superior geniuses, 
oi the most entertaining characters. I will go this 
instant to a coflee-house where they meet, and 
bespeak them before they engage themselves else- 

* The obocure verses sung by the Siiian priests, in their 
inrocesaons, were composed i>y Numa. 
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wliere ; for, happy if the man who can hara their companj at 
fliooer or Mipper, to much are thej admired for their agveeabia 
humour.^ 

So tajing:, he left me, and at rapper-time retuned with m 
authors only, whom he introduced to me one after anotfaery cha* 
racterisiog each as he pret^^nted him. To hear him, one wsnld 
have thought that those wits surpassed those of ancient Greece 
uod Italy ; and their works (as he said) deserved to be engraTen 
in letters of gr>ld. I received those g;entlemen very politely, and 
v.\e.n affected to load them with civility ; for the nation of au- 
thors is a Uttle vain-glorious. Though I had not laid my in- 
junctions on Scipio to take care that our table should be iump- 
tuouslv furnished, as he knew what sort of people I was to tieiat 
that day, he had reinforced our services of his own accord. In 
short, we went to supper in high glee ; m^ poets began to talk 
of themselves, and were not siknt in their own praise. One^ 
with a loft? air, mentioned grandees and ladies of quality who 
were delighted with his muse ; another, finding fault with the 
choice which a learned academy had made of two membersy 
modestly observed that they ought to have chosen him. The 
discourse of the rest was not a whit less arrogant. In the mid- 
dle of supper they worried me with verse and prose, each, in 
his turn, repeating a specimen of his own writings ; one regaled 
ine with a sonnet, another rehearsed a scene of a tragedy ; a 
third read a criticism upon a comedy ; and a fourth, endeavour- 
ing, in his turn, to give us an odiR of Anacreon translated into 
wretched Spanish verse, was interrupted by one of his brethren^ 
who told him that he had used an improper term. The author 
of the translation denied his assertion; and a dispute arose, in 
uhich ull the wits espoused one side or other ; the votes were 
r(]ual, the disputants grew hot, and proceeded to invectives : 
the debate still continued ; until becoming furious, they got up 
and went Uj the ears tc^ther. Fabricio, Scipio, my coach- 
man, lacquies, and myself, had all sufficient work in partiz^ 
them ; which, when we had accompliihed, they went away, at 
if from a public-house, without making the least apology for 
their im)x>lite behaviour. 

Nunnez, upon whose promise I had formed an agreeable idea 
of this entertainment, remained very much out of countenance 
at this adventure. ** Well, friend, (said I to him,) will yon 
still extol your fellow-guests? Upon my conscience, you have 
brought hither a villanuus set. 1 will henceforth keep to my 
clerks; dont talk to me of authors.^' '*1 will bring no more 
ittch, (answered he,) thou hast seen the belt of the whole tribe.*' 
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